HISTORY OF MICHIGAN.

Michigan! If you seek a pleasant peninsula, look around you,in
Michigan. Every visitor at St. Paul’s church, London, is over-
awed with the magnificence of that structure, the work of Sir Chris-
topher Wren. He wants to know where the remains of Wren are
now; in the erypt of the church they lie, where the following is
engraved upon the headstone: 8¢ monumentum requiris, circum-
spwe,—If you seek a monument [otf Wren], look around [and behold
the work of his brain in this mighty bnilding]. The State of Mich-
igan has appropriately adopted for her mmotto this expression, with
a slight alteration, thus: 8¢ gquamris peninsulam amanam, cir-
cumspice,—If you seek a pleasant peninsula, look around you. And
indeed Michigan may as justly feel proud of its resources as Great
Britain, of St. Paul’s church,—yea, and infinitely more. ~What
with her substantial foundation in agriculture throughout the
southern counnties, in horticulture throughout the lower peninsula,
and especially the fruit belt along her western boundary, in piner-
ies in the central portion of the State, and with her crown of iron
and copper in the upper peninsula, tipped with silver, she stands
the real queen of the utilitarian world.

It is a pleasure to write the history of such a State. Contrast
this pleasant task with writing and studying the histories of States
and empires which we have been tanght to ponder and revere from
our youth up, histories of European countries cobwebbed with
intrigue, blackened with inignity and saturated with blood. What
a standin% practical reproof Michigan is toall Europe! and what
a happy futnre she has before her, even as compared with all her
sister States!

Now let’s to onr chosen task, and say first a few words concern-
inﬁthe prehistoric races, observing, by the way, that the name
“ Michigan ” is said to be derived from the Indian Mitchi-sawg-
yegan, a great lake.

MOUND-BUILDERS.

The numerons and well-authenticated accounts of antiquities
found in various parts of our country clearly demonstrate that a
people civilized, and even highly cultivated, occupied the broad sur-
face of our continent before its possession by the present Indians;
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but the date of their rule of the Western World is so remote that
all traces of their history, their progress and decay, lie buried in
deepest obscurity. Nature, at the time the first Europeans came,
had asserted her original dominion over the earth; the forests were
all in their full luxuriance, the growth of many centuries; and
naught existed to point out who and-what they were who formerly
lived, and loved, and labored, and died, on the continent of Ameriea.
This pre-historic race is known as the Mound-Builders, from the
numerous large mounds of earth-works left by them. The remains
of the works of this people form the most interesting class of
antiquities discovered in the United States. Their character can
be but partially gleaned from the internal evidences and the
peculiarities of the only remains left,- -the mounds. Tley consist
of remains of what were apparently villages, altars, temples, idols,
cemeteries, monuments, camps, fortifications, pleasure grounds, etc.,
ete. Their habitations must have been tents, structures of wood,
or other perishable material; otherwise their remains would be
numerous. If the Mound-Builders were not the ancestors of the
Indians, who were they? The oblivion which has closed over them
is so complete that only conjecture can be given in answer to the
question. Those who do not believe in the common parentage of
mankind contend -that they were an indigenous race of the West-
ern hemisphere; others, with more plausibility, think they came
from the East, and imagine they can see coincidences in the religion
of the Hindoos and Soathern Tartars and the supposed theology of
the Mound-Builders. They were, no doubt, idolators, and it has
been conjectured that the sun was the object of their adorativn. The
mounds were generally built in a situation affording a view of the
rising sun; wEen enclosed in walls their gateways were toward the
east; the caves in which their dead were occasionally buried always
opened in the same direction; whenever a mound was partially
enclosed by a semi-circular pavement, it was on the east side; when
bodies were buried in graves, as was trequently the case, they were
laid in a direction east and west; and, finally, medals have been
found representing the sun and his rays of light.

At what period they came to this country is likewise a matter of
speculation. From the comparatively rude state of the arts among
them, it has been inferred that the time was very remote. Their
axes were of stone. Their raiment, judging from fragments which
have been discovered, consisted of the bark of trees, interwoven
with feathers; and their military works were such as a people
would erect who had just passed to the pastoral ‘state of society
from that dependent alone upon hunting and fishing.

The mounds and other ancient earth-works constructed by this

ple are far' more abundant than generally supposed, from the fact
that while some are quite large, the greater part of them are small
and inconspicuous. Along nearly all our water courses that are
large enough to be navigated with a canoe, the mounds are almost
invariably found, covering the base points and headlands of the
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bluffs which border the narrower valleys; so that when one finds
himself in such positions as to command the grandest views for river
scenery, he may almost always discover that he is standing upon,
or in close proximity to, some one or more of these traces of the
labors of an ancient people.

The Mound-Builder was an early pioneer in Michigan. He was
the first miner in the upper peninsula. How he worked we donot
know, but he went deep down into the copper ore and dnug and
raised vast quantities, and probably transported it, bnt just how or
where, we cannot say. The ancient mining at Isle Royale,in Lake
Superior, has excited amazement. The pits are from 10 to 20 feet
in diameter, from 20 to 60 feet in depth, and are scattered through-
out the island. They follow the richest veins of ore. Quantities
of stone hammers and mauls weighing from 10 to 30 pounds have

HIEROGLYPHICS OF THE MOUND-BUILDERS.

been found, some broken from use and some in good condition.
Copper chisels, knives and arrowheads have been discovered. The
copper tools have been hardened by fire. Working ont the ore was
doubtless done by heating and pouring on water,—a very tedious
process; and yet it is said that, although 200 men in their rude way
could not accomplish any more work than two skilled miners at the
present day, yet at one point alone on Isle Royale the labor per-
formed exceeds that of one of the oldest mines on the south shore,
operated Ly a large force for more than 30 years. Since these
ancient pits were opened, forests have grown up and fallen, and
trees 400 years old stand around them to-day.

Mounds have been discovered on the Detroit river, at the head
of the St. Ciair, the Black, the Rouge, on ‘the Grand, at the foot of
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Lake Huron, and in many other portions of the State. Those at
the head of the St. Clair were discovered by Mr. Gilman, in 1872,
and ure said to be very remarkable.

LARGE CITIES.

Mr. Breckenridge, who examined the antiquities of the Western
country in 1817, speaking of the mounds in the American Bottom,
says: “The great number and extremely large size of some of them
may be regarded as furnishing, with other circumastances, evidences
of their antigquity. I have sometimes been induced to think that at
the period when they were constructed there was a population here
as numerous a8 that which once animated the borders of the Nile
or Euphrates, or of Mexico. The most numerous, as well as con-
siderable, ot these remains are found in precisely those parts of the
country where the traces of a numerous population might be looked
for, namely, from the mouth of the Ohio on the east side of the
Mississippi to the [llinois river, and on the west from the St.
Francis to the Missouri. I am perfectly satisfied that cities similar
to those of ancient Mexico, of several hundred thousand souls, have
existed in this country.”

It must be admitted that whatever the uses of these monunds—
whether as dwellings or burial places—these silent monnments were
built, and the race who built them vanished from the face of the
earth, ages before the Indians occupied the land, but their date
must probably forever baffle human skill and ingennity.

It is sometimes difficult to distingnish the places of sepulture
raised by the Mound-Builders from the more modern graves of the
Indians. The tombs of the former were in general larger than
those of the latter, and were unsed as receptacles for a greater number
of bodies, and contained relics of art, evincing a higher degree of
civilization than that attained by the Indians. The ancient earth-
works of the Mound-Builders have ocecasionally been appropriated
as burial places by the Indians, but the skeletons of the latter may
be distinguished from the osteological remains of the former by
their greater stature.

What finally became of the Mound-Builders is another query
which has been extensively discussed. The fact that their works
extend into Mexico and Peru has induced the belief that it was their
Eosterity that dwelt in these conntries when they were first visited

y the Spaniards. The Mexican and Peruvian works, with the
exception of their greater magnitude, are similar. Relics common
to alY of them have been occasionally found, and it is believed that
the religious uses which they subserved were the same. If, indeed.
the Mexicans and Peruvians were the progeny of the more ancient
Mound-Builders, Spanish rapacity for gold was the cause of their
overthrow and final extermination.

A thousand other queries naturally arise respecting these nations
which now repose unger the ground, but the most searching investi-
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gation can give us only vague speculations for answers. No histo-
rian has preserved the names of their mighty chieftains, or given
alr: account of their exploits, and even tradition is silent respecting
them.

Following the Mound-Builders as inhabitants of North America,
were, a8 it is supposed, the people who reared the magnificent cities,
the ruins of which are found in Central America. This people was
far more civilized and advanced in the arts than were the Mound-
Builders. The cities built by them, judging from the ruins of
broken columns, fallen arches and crumbling walls of temples,
palaces and pyramids, which in some places for miles bestrew the
ground, must have been of great extent, magnificent and very pop-
ulous. When we consider the vast period of time necessary to erect
such colossal structures, and, again, the time required to reduce
them to their present ruined state, we can conceive something of
their antiquity. These cities must have been old when many of
the ancient cities of the Orient were being built.

INDIANS.

The third race inhabiting North America, distinct from the
former two in every particular, is the present Indians. They were,
when visited by the early discoverers, without cultivation, refine-
ment or literature, and far behind the Mound-Builders in the knowl-
edge of the arts. The question of their origin has long interested
archaologists, and is the most difficult they have been called upon
to answer. Of their predecessors the Indian tribes knew nothing;
they even had no traditions respecting them. It is quite certain
that they were the successors of a race which had entirely passed
away ages before the discovery of the New World. One hypothesis
is that the American Indians are an original race indigenous to the
Western hemisphere. Those who entertain this view think their
peculiarities of physical structure preclude the possibility of a com-
inon parentage with the rest of mankind. Prominent among those
distinctive traits is the hair, which in the red man is round, in the
white man oval, and in the black man flat.

A more common supposition, however, is that they are a deriva-
tive race, and sprang from one or more of the ancient peoples of
Asia. In the absence of all authentic history, and when even
tradition is wanting, any attempt to point out the particular location
of their origin must prove unsatisfactory. Though the exact place
of origin may never be known, yet the striking coincidents of
physical organization between the Oriental type of mankind and
the Indians point unmistakably to some part of Asia as the place
whence they emigrated, which was originally peopled to a great
extent by the children of Shem. In this connection it has been
claimed that the meeting of the Europeans, Indians and Africans
on the continent of America, is the fulfillment of a prophecy as
recorded in Genesis ix. 27: “God shall enlarge Japheth, and he
ghall dwell in the tents of Shem; and Canaan shall be his servant.”
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Assuming the theory to be true that the Indian tribes are of
Shemitic origin, they were met on this continent in the fifteenth
century by the Japhetic ruce, after the two stocks had passed around
the globe by directly different routes. A few years afterward the
Hamitic branch of the human family was brought from the coast
of Africa. During the occupancy of the continent by the three
distinct races, the children of Japheth have grown and prospered,
while the called and not voluntary sons of Ham have endured a
gervitude in the wider stretching valleys of the tents of Shem.

When Christopher Columbus had finally succeeded in demon-
strating the truth of his theory, that by eailing westward from
Europe land would be discovered, landing on the Island of Ber-
muda he supposed he had reached the East Indies. This was an
error, but it led to the adoption of the name of “Indians” for the
inhabitants of the island and the main land of America, by which
name the red men of America have ever since been known.

Of the several great branches of North Awmerican Indians the
only ones entitled to consideration in Michigan history are the
Algonquins and Iroquois. At the time of the discovery of America
the former occupied the Atlantic seaboard, while the home of the
Iroquois was as an island in this vast area of Algonquin popula-
tion. The latter great nation spread over a vast territory, and
various tribes of Algonquin lineage sprung up over the country,
adopting, in time, distinct tribal customs and laws. An almost
continuous warfare was carried on between tribes; but later, on the
entrance of the white man into their beloved homes, every foot of
territory was fiercely disputed by the confederacy of many neigh-
boring tribes. The Algonquins formed the most extensive alliance
to resist the encroachment of the whites, especially the English.
Such was the nature of King Philip’s war. This king, with his
Algonquin braves, spread terror and desolation thronghout New
England. With the Algonquins as the controlling spirit, a con-
federacy of continental proportions was the result, embracing in its
alliance the tribes of every name and lineage from the Northern
lakes to the gulf. Pontiac, having breathed into them his impla-
cable hate of the English intruders, ordered the conflict to com-
mence, aud all the British colonies trembled before the desolating
fury of Indian vengeance.

The “ Saghinan ”’ (spelled variously) or Saginaw country com-

rised most of the eastern portion of the southern peninsula indef-
mitely. The village of the ¢ Hurons’’ was probably near Detroit.
The term “ Huron ”’ js derived from the French Aure, a wild boar,
and was applied to this tribe of Indians on account of the bristly
appearance of their hair. These Indians called themselves ¢ Ouen-
dats,” as the French spelled the name, or ** Wyandots,” as is the
modern orthography.

MANNERS AND CUSTOMS.

The art of hanting not only supplied the Indian with food, but,
like that of war, was a means of gratifying his love of distinction.
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The male children, as soon as they acquired sufficient age and
strength, were furnished with a bow and arrow and taught to shoot
birds and other small game. Success in killing large quadrupeds
r:guired years of careful study and practice, and the art wus as
sedulously inculcated in the minds of the rising generation as are
the elements of reading, writing and arithmnetic in the common
schools of civilized communities. The mazes of the forest and the
dense, tall grass of the prairies were the best fields for the exercise
of the hunter’s skill. No feet could be impressed in the yielding
soil but that the tracks were the objects of the most searching
scrutiny, and revealed at a glance the animal that made them, the
direction it was pursuing, and the time that had .elapsed since it
had passed. In a forest country he selected the valleys, becanse
they were most frequently the resort of game. The most easily
taken, perhaps, of all the animals of the chase was the deer. It is
endowed with a curiosity which prompts it to stop in its flight and
look back at the approaching hunter, who always avails himself of
this opportunity to let fly the fatal arrow.

Their general councils were composed of the chiefs and old men.
When in council, they usually sat in concentric circles around the
speaker, and each individual, notwithstanding the fiery passions
that rankled within, preserved an exterior as immovable as if cast
in bronze. Before commencing business a person appeared with
the sacred pipe, and another with fire to kindle it. After being
lighted, it was first presented to heaven, secondly to the earth,
thirdly to the presiding spirit. and lastly to the several councilors,
each of whom took a whiff. These formalities were observed with
as close exactness as State etiquette in civilized courts.

The dwellings of the Indians were of the simplest and rudest
character. On-some pleasant spot by the bank of a river, or near
an ever-running spring, they raised their groups of wigwams, con-
structed of the bark of trees, and easily ,taien down and removed
to another spot. The dwelling-places of the chiefs were sometimes
more spacious, and constructed with greater care, but of the same
materials. Skins taken in the chase served them for repose.
Though principally dependent upon hunting and fishing, the un-
certain supply from those sources led them to cultivate small

atches of corn. Every family did everything necessary within
itself, commerce, or an interchange of articles, being almost unknown
to them. In cases of dispute and dissension, each Indian relied
upon himeelf for retaliation. Blood for blood was the rule, and
the relatives of the slain man were bound to obtain bloody revenge
for his death. This principle gave rise, as a matter of course, to in-
numerable and bitter feuds, and wars of extermination where such
were possible. War, indeed, rather than peace, was the Indian’s
glory and delight.—war, not conducted as in civilization, but war
where individual skill, endurance, gallantry and cruelty were prime
requisites. For such a purpose as revenge the Indian would make
great sacrifices,and display a patience and perseverance truly heroic;
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but when the excitement was over, hesank back into a listless, un-
occupied, well-nigh useless savage. During the intervals of his
more exciting pursuits, the Indian employed his time in decorating
his person with all the refinement of paint and feathers, and in the
manufacture of his armsand of canoes. These were constructed of
bark, and so light that they could easily be carried on the shounlder
frown stream to stream. His amusements were the war-dance, ath-
letic games, the narration of his exploits, and listening to the ora-
tory of the chiefs; but during long periods of such existence he
remained in a state of torpor, gazing listlessly upon the trees of the
forests and the clouds that sailed above them; and this vacancy
imprinted a habitual gravity, and even melancholy, upon his gen-
eral deportinent.

The main labor and drudgery of Indian communities fell upon
the women. The planting, tending and gathering of the crops,
making mats and baskets, carrying burdens,—in fact, all things of
the kiud were performed by them, thus making their condition but
little better than that of slaves. Marriage was merely & matter of
bargain and sale, the husband giving presents to the father of the
bride. In general they had but few children. They were subjected
to many and severe attacks of sickness, and at times famine and
pestilence swept away whole tribes.

The Indians had not only their good “ manitous,” but also their
evil spirits; and the wild features of the lake scenery appears to
have impressed their savage minds with superstition. They believed
that ail the prominent points of this wide region were created and
guarded by monsters; and the images of these they sculptured on
stone, painted upon the rocks, or carved upon the trees. Those who
“obeyed ”’ these rupernatural beings, they thonght, would after death
range among flowery fields filled with the choicest game, while
those who neglected their counsels would wander amid dreary soli-
tudes, stung by gnats as large as pigeons.

EUROPEAN POSSESSION.

It is not necessary to dwell on the details-of history from the
discovery of America in 1492 to the settlement of Michigan in
1668, as some historians do under the head of “the history of
Michigan;” for the transaction of men and councils at Quebec,
New York, Boston, or London, or Paris, concerning the European
possessions in America prior to 1668 did not in the least affect
either man, beast or inanimate object within the present limits of
the State of Michigan. Nor do we see the necessity of going back
to the foundations of American institutions, simply because they
are the origin of the present features of Michigan institntions and
society, any more than to Greek, Latin, Christian or medisval civ-
ilization, although all the latter also affect Michigan society.

Jacques Marquette was the first white man, according to history,
to set foot upon ground within what is now the State of Michigan.
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He was born of an honorable family at Laon, in the north of
France, in 1637, the month not known. He was educated for the
Catholic priesthood; in 1654 he joined the Jesuits, and in 1666 he
was sent as a missionary to Canada; after the river St. Lawrence
and the Great Lakes had been mapped out, the all-absorbing object
of interest with Gov. Frontenac Talch, the “intendent,” and Mar-

uette himself was to discover and trace from the north the won-

erful Mississippi that De Soto, the Spaniard, had first seen at the
South in 1641. In 1668, according to Bancroft, he repaired to the
Chippewa, at the Sault, to establish the mission of the St. Mary,
the oldest settlement begun by Europeans within the present limits
of Michigan. This was under Louis XIV., of France.

In 1669 Father Marquette established a mission at Mackinaw,
then called “Michilimackinae,” from an Indian word signifyin
‘“a great turtle,” or from the Chippewa ¢ michine-maukinonk,”
“a place of giant fairies.” Here Marquette built a chapel in 1671,
and continued to teach the Indians until his death.

In 1673, in company with Louis Joliet, Father Marquette received
orders from Gov. Frontenac to proceed west and explore the Mis-
sissippi, which they did, as fur south as the Arkansas river.

arquette was a scholar and a polite Christian, enthusiastic,
shrewd and persevering. He won the affections of all parties,
French, English and Indian. He was even a man of science, with
a strong element of romance and love of natural beauty in his
character. Parkman speaks of him, in characteristic epithet, as
“the humble Marquette who, with clasped hands and upturned
eyes, seems a figure evoked from some dimn legend of medismval
saintship.” In life he seems to have been looked up to with rever-
ence by the wildest savage, by the rude frontiersman, and by the
polished officer of government. Most of all the States, his
name and his fame should be dear to Michigan. He died in June,
1675, and was buried with great solemnity and deep sorrow near
the mouth of Pere Marquette river. The remains were afterward
deposited in a vault in the middle of the chapel of' St. Ignace near
by; but on the breaking up of the mission at this place the Jesuits
burned the chapel, and the exact site was forgotten until Sept. 3,
1877, when the vault, consisting of birch bark, was found; but the
remnains of the great missionary were probably stolen away by his
Indian admirers soon atter the abandonment of the mission.

The next settlement in point of time was made in 1679, by
Robert Cavalier de La Salle, at the mouth of the St. Joseph river.
He had constructed a vessel, the ** Griffin,” just above Niagara falls,
and sailed around by the lakes to Green Bay, Wis., whence he
traversed “ Lac des Illinois,” now Lake Michigan, by canoe to the
mouth of the St. Joseph river. The “ Griftin ”* was the first sailing
vessel that ever came west of Niagara falls. La Salle erected a fort
at the mouth of the St. Joseph river, which afterward was moved
about 60 miles up the river, where it was still seen in Charlevoix’s
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time, 1721. LaSalle also built a fort on the Illinois river just
below Peoria, and explored the region of the Illinois and Missis-
gippi rivers.

he next, and third, Michigan post erected by authority was a
second fort on the St. Joseph river, established by Du Luth, near
the present Fort Gratiot, in 1686. The object of this was to inter-
cept emissaries of the English, who were anxious to opeu traffic with
the Mackinaw and Lake%nperior nations.

The French posts in Michigan and westward left very little to be
gathered by the New York traders, and they determined, as there
was peace between France and England, to push forward their
agencies and endeavor to deal wit%] the western and northern
Indians in their own country. The French governors not only
plainly asserted the title of France, but as plainly threatened to
use all requisite force to expel intruders. Anticipating correctly
that the ]%nglish would attempt to reach Lake ﬁuron from the
East without passing up Detroit river, Du Luth built a fort at the
outlet of the lake into the St. Clair. About the same time an
expedition was planned against the Senecas, and the Chevalier
Tonti, commanding La Salle’s forts, of St. Louis and St. Joseph of
Lake Michigan, and La Durantaye, the veterari commander of
Mackinaw, were employed to bring down the French and Indian
anxiliaries to take part in the war. These men intercepted
English expeditions into the interior to establish trade with the
Northern Indians, and succeeded in cutting them off for icany years.

Religious zeal for the Catholic Church and the national aggrand-
izement were almost or quite equally the primary and all-ruling
motive of western explorations. For these two purposes expedi-
tions were sent out and missions and military posts were established.
In theee enterprises Marquette, Joliet, La Salle, St. Lusson and
others did all that we find credited to them in history.

In 1669 or 1670, Talon, then “ Intendant of New France,” sent
out two parties to discover a passage to the South Sea, St. Lusson -
to Hudson’s Bay and La Salle southwestward. On his return in
1671, St. Lusson held a council ot all the northern tribes at the
Saunlt Ste. Marie, where they formed an alliance with the French.

“It is a curious fact,” says Campbell, ¢ that the public docn-
ments are usually made to exhibit the local authorities as originat-
ing everything, when the facts brought to light from other sources
show that they were compelled to permit what they ostensibly
directed.” The expeditions sent out by Talon were at least sug-
gested from France. The local authorities were sometimes ,made
to do things which were not, in their judgment, the wisest.

DETROI1IT.

July 19, 1701, the Iroquois conveyed to King William III all
their claims to land, describing -their territory as *that vast tract
of land or colony called Canagariarchio, beginning on the north.
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west side of Cadarachqui lake [Ontario], and includes all that vast
tract of land lying between the great lake of Ottawawa [Huron],
and the lake called by the natives Sahiquage, and by the Christians
the Lake of Sweege [Oswego, for Lake Erie], and rans till it
butts upon the Twichtwichs, and i¢ bounded on the westward b
the Twichtwichs by a place called Quadoge, containing in lengt
about 800 miles and breadth 400 miles, including the country where
beavers and all sorts of wild game keeps, and the place
called Tjenghsaghrondie alias Fort De Tret or Wawyachtenock
[Detroitj', and so runs round the lake of Sweege till you come to a
place called Oniadarundaquat,” ete.

It was chiefly to prevent any further mischief, and to secure
more effectually the French supremacy that La Motte Cadillac, who
had great influence over the savages, succeeded, in 1701, after
various plans urged by him had been shelved by hostile colonial
intrigues, in getting permission from Count Pontchartrain to begin
a sottlement in Detroit. His purpose was from the beginning to
make not only a military post, but also a civil establishment, for
trade and agriculture. He was more or less threatened and opposed
by the monopolists and by the Mackinaw inissionarics, and was
subjected to severe persecutions. He finally trinmphed and
obtained valuable privileges and the right of seigneury. Crafts-
men of all kinds were induced to settle in the town, and trade
flourished. He succeeded in getting the I urons and many of the
Ottawas to leave Mackinaw and settle about ¢ Fort Pontchartrain.”
This fort stood on what was formerly called the first terrace, being
on the ground lying between Larned street and the river, and
between Griswold and Wayne streets. (Cadillac’s success was so
great, in spite of all opposition, that he was appointed governor of
the new province of Louisiana, which had been granted to Crozat
and his associates. This appointment removed him from Detroit,
and immediately afterward the place was exposed to an Indian
siege, instigated by English emiesaries and conducted by the Mas-
coutins and Ontagamies, the same pcople who made the last war on
the whites in the territory of Michigan under Black Hawk a cen-
tury and a quarter later. The tribes allied to the French came in
with alacrity and defeated and almost annihilated the assailants, of
whom a thonsand were put to death.

Unfortunately for the country, the commanders who succeeded
Cadillac for many years were narrow-minded and selfish and not
disposed to advance any interests beyond the lucrative traffic with
the Indians in peltries. It was not until 1734 that any new grants
were made to farmers. This was done by Governor-General Beau-
harnois, who made the grants on the very easiest terms. Skilled
artisans became numerous in Detroit, and prosperity set in all
around. The buildings were not of the rudest kind, but built of
oak or cedar, and of smooth finish. The cedar was brought from
a great distance. Before 17423 the pineries were known, and at a
very early day a saw-mill was erected on St.Clair river, near Lake
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Huron. Before 1749 quarries were worked, especially at Stony
Island. In 1763 there were several lime kilns within the present
limits of Detroit, and not only stone foundations but also stone
buildings, existed in the settlement. Several grist-mills existed
along the river near Detroit. Agriculture was carried on profitably,
and supplies were exported quite early, consisting chiefly of corn
and wheat, and possibly beans and peas. Cattle, horses and swine
were raised in considerable numbers; bnt as salt was very expens-
ive, but little meat, if any, was packed for exportation. The galt
springs near Lake St. Clair, it is true, were known, and utilized to
some extent, but not to an appreciable extent. Gardening and frait-
raieing were carried on more thoroughly than general farming.
Apples and pears were good and abundant. :

uring the French and English war Detroit was the principal
source of supplies to the French troops west of Lake Ontario, and
it also furnished a large number of fighting men. The upper posts
were not much involved in this war.

“ Teuchsa Grondie,” one of the many ways of spelling an old
Indian name of Detroit, is rendered famous by a large and splen-
did poem of Levi Bishop, Esq., of that city.

During the whole of the 18th century the history of Michigan
was little else than the history of Detroit, as the genius of French
government was to centralize power instead of building up locali-
ties for self-government.

About 1704, or three years after the founding of Detroit, this
place was attacked by the Ottawa Indians, but unsuccessfully; and
again, in 1712, the Ottagamies, or Fox Indians, who were in secret
alliance with the old enemies of the French, the Iroquois, attacked
the village and laid siege to it. They were severely repulsed, and
their chief offered a capitnlation, which was refused. gonsidering
this an insult, they became enraged and endeavored to burn up the
town.  Their method of firing the place was to shoot large arrows,
mounted with combustible material in flame, in a track through
the sky rainbow-form. The bows and arrows being very large and
stout, the Indians lay with their backs on the ground, put both feet
against the central portion of the inner side of the bow and pulled
the strings with all the might of their hands. A ball of blazing
material would thue be sent arching over nearly a qunarter of a
mile, which wonld come down perpendicularly npon the dry shingle,
roofs of the houses and set tE:m on fire. But this scheme was
soon checkmated by the French, who covered the remaining houses
with wet skins. The Foxes were considerably disappointed at this
and discouraged, but they made one more desperate attempt, failed,
and retreated toward Lake .St. Clair, where they again entrenched
themselves. From this place, however, they were soon dislodged.
After this period these Indians occupied Wisconsin for a time and
made it dangerons for travelers passing through from the lakes to
the Mississippi. They were the Ishmaelites of the wilderness.
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~ In 1749 there was a fresh accession of immigrants to all the points
upon the lakes, but the history of this part of the world during
the most of this century is rather monotonous, business and gov-
ernment remaining about the same, without much improvement.
The records nearly all concern Canada east of the lake region. It
is true, there was almost a constant change of commandants at the
osts, and there were many slight changes of administrative policy;
ut as no great enterﬁrises were successfully put in operation, the
events of the period have but little prominence. The northwest-
ern territory during French rule was simply a vast ranging ground
for the numerous Indian tribes, who had no ambition higher than
obtaining an immediate subsistence of the crudest king, buying
arms, whisky, tobacco, blankets and jewelry by bartering for them
the peltries of the chase. Like a drop in the ocean was the mis-
sionary work of the few Jesuits at the half dozen posts on the
great waters. The forests were full of otter, beaver, bear, deer,
grouse, quails, etc., and on the few prairies the grouse, or “ prairie
chickens,” were abundant. Not much work was required to obtain
a bare subsistence, and human nature generally is not disposed to
lay up much for the future. The present material prosperity of
America is really an exception to the general law of the world.

In the latter part of 1796 Winthrop Sargent went to Detroit and
organized the county of Wayne, forming a part of the Indiana Ter-
ritory until its division in 1805, when the Territory of Michigan
was organized.

NATIONAL POLICIES. —“THE GREAT FRENCH SCHEME.

Soon after the discovery of the mouth of the Mississippi by
La Salle in 1682, the government of France beﬁan to encourage the
policy of establishing a line of trading posts and wissionary stations
extending through the West from Canada to Louisiana, and this
policy was maintained, with partial success, for about 75 years.

The river St. Joseph of Lake Michigan was called ¢ the river
Miamis?’ in 1679, in which year La Salle built a small fort on its
bank, near the lake shore. The principal station of the wnission for
the instruction of the Miamis was established on the borders of this
river. The first French post within the territory of the Miamis
was at the mouth of the river Miamis, on an eminence naturall
fortified on two sides by the river, and on one side by a deep ditch
made by a fall of water. It was of triangular form. The mission-
ary Hennepin gives a good description of it, as he was one of the
company who built it, in 1679. Says he: ¢ We felled the trees that
were on the top of the hill; and having cleared the same from
bushes for about two musket shot, we began to build a redounbt of
80 feet long and 40 feet broad, with great square pieces of timber
laid one upon another, and prepared a great numger of stakes of
about 25 feet long to drive into the ground, to make our fort more
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inaccessible on the river side. We employed the whole month of
November about that work, which was very hard, thongh we had
no other food but the bears’ flesh our savage killed. These beasts
are very common in that place because of the great quaniity of
grapes they find there: but their flesh being too fat and luscious,
our men began to be weary of it and desired leave to go a hunting
to kill some wild goats. M. La Salle denied them that liberty, which

cansed some murmurs amoug them; and it was but unwillingly.

that they continued their work. This, together with the approach
of winter and the apprehension that M. La Salle had that his vessel
(the Griffin) was lost, made him very melancholy, thongh he con-
cealed it as much as he could. We made a cabin wherein we per-
formed divine service every Sunday, and Father Gabriel and I, who
preached alternately, took care to take such texts as were suitable
to our Iresent circumstances and fit to inspire us with courage,
concord and brotherly love. * * * The fort was at last per-
fected, and called Fort Miamis.”

In 1765 the Miami nation, or confederacy, was composed of four
tribes, whose total number of warriors was estimated at only 1,050
men. Of these about 250 were Twightwees, or Miamis proper, 300
Weas, or Oniatenons, 300 Piankeshaws and 200 Shockeys; and at
this time the principal villages of the Twightwees were situated
about the head of the Manmee river at and near the place where
Fort Wayne now is. The larger Wea villages were near the banks
of the Wabash river, in the vicinity of the Post Ouniatenon; and
the Shockeys and Piankeshaws dwelt on the banks of the Vermillion,
and on the borders of the Wabash between Vincennes and Ouiate-
non. Branches of the Pottawatomie, Shawnee, Delaware and Kicka-
poo tribes were permitted at different times to enter within the
boundaries of the Miamis and reside for a while.

The wars in which Frauce and England were engaged, from 1688
to 1697, retarded the growth of the colonies of those nations in
North America, and the efforts made by France to connect Canada
and the Gulf of Mexico by a chain of trading posts and colonies
naturally excited the jealousy of England and gradually laid the
foundation for a struggle at arms. After several stations were estab-
lished elsewhere in the West, trading posts were started at the
Miami villages, which stood at the head of the Maumee, at the Wea
villages about Oniatenon on the Wabash, and at the Piankeshaw vil-
lages about the present sight of Vincennes. It is probable that before
the close of the year 1719 temporary trading posts were erected at
the sites of Fort Wayne, Ouiatenon and Vincennes. These points
were probably often visited by French fur traders prior to 1700.
In the meanwhile the English people in this country commenced
also to establish military posts west of the Alleghanies, and thus
matters went on until they naturally culminated in a general war,
which, being waged by the French and Indianscombined on one
side, was called ¢* the French and Indian war.” This war was ter-
minated in 1763 by a treaty at Paris, by which France ceded to
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Great Britain all of North America east of the Mississippi except
New Orleans and the island ou which it is situated; and indeed,
France had the preceding autumn, by a secret convention, ceded to
Spain all the country west of that river.

In 1762, after Canada and its dependencies had been surrendered
to the English, Pontiac and his partisans secretly organized a pow-
erful contederacy in order to crush at one blow all inglish ower
in the West. This great scheme was skilltully projected and cau-
tiously matured.

The principal act in the programme was to gain admittance into
the fort at Detroit, on pretense of a friendly visit, with shortened
muskets concealed under their blankets, and on a given signal sud-
denly break forth upon the garrison; but an inadvertent remark of
an Indian womaa led to a discovery of the plot, which was conse-
quently averted. Pontiac and his warriors afterward made many
attacks upon the English, some of which were successful, but the
Indians were finally gefeated in the general war.

BRITISH POLICY.

In 1765 the total number of French families within the limits of
the Northwestern Territory did not probably exceed 600. These
were in settlements about Detroit, along the river Wabash and the
neighborhood of Fort Chartres on the Mississippi. Of these fami-
lies, about 80 or 90 resided at Post Vincennes, 14 at Fort Ouiate-
non, on the Wabash, and nine or ten at the confluence of the St.
Mary and St. Joseph rivers.

The colonial policy of the British government opposed any meas-
ures which might strengthen settlements in the interior of this
country, lest they become self-supporting and independent of the
mother country; hence the early and rapid settlement of the North-
western Territory was still further retarded by the short-sighted
selfishness of Kngland. That fatal policy consisted mainly in hold-
ing the land in the hands of the government aud not allowing it to
be subdivided and sold to settlers. But in spite of all her efforts
in this direction, she constantly made just sucg efforts as provoked
the American people to rebel, and to rebel successfully, which was
within 15 years after the perfect close of the French and Indian
war.

AMERICAN POLICY.

Thomas Jefferson, the shrewd statesman and wise Governor of
Virginia, saw from the first that actual occupation of Western lands
was the on}ly way to keep them out of the hands of foreigners and
Indians. Therefore, directly after the conquest of Vincennes by

Clark, he engaged a scientific corps to proceed under an escort to
8
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the Mississippi, and ascertain by celestial observations the point on
that river intersected by latitude 36° 30, the southern limit of the
State, and to measure its distance to the Ohio. To Gen. Clark was
entrusted the conduct of the military operations in that quarter.
He was instructed to select a strong position near that poiut and
establish there a fort and garrison; thence to extend his conquest
northward to the lakes, erecting forts at different points, which
might serve as monuments of actual possession, besides affording
protection to that portion of the country. Fort «“Jefferson ” was
erected and garrisoned on the Mississippi a few miles above the
southern limit.

The result of these operations was the addition, to the chartered
limits of Virginia, of that immense region known as the ¢ North-
western Territory.”” The simple fact that such and such forts were
established by the Amerieans in this vast region convinced the Brit-
. ish Commissioners that we had entitled ourselves to the land. But
where are those “ monuments ”” of our power now?

ORDINANCE oF 1787.

This ordinance has a marvelous and interesting history. Con-
siderable controversy has been indulged in as to who is entitled to
the credit for framing it. This belongs, undoubtedly, to Nathan
Dane; and to Rufus King and Timothy Pickering belong the credit
for suggesting the proviso contained in it against slavery, and also
for aids to religion and knowledge, and for assuring forever the
common use, without charge, of the great national highways of the
Mississippi, the St. Lawrence and their tributaries to all the citi-
zens of the United States. To Thomas Jefferson is also due much
credit, as some features of this ordinance were embraced in his or-
dinance of 1784. But the part taken by each in the long, laborious
and eventful struggle which had so glorious a consnmmation in
the ordinance, consecrating forever, by one impreseriptible and un-
changeable monument, the very heart of our -country to freedom,
knowledge and union, will forever honor the names of those illustri-
ous statesmen. )

Mr. Jefferson had vainly tried to secure a system of government
for the Northwestern Territory. He was an emancipationist and
favored the exclusion of slavery from the Territory, but the South
voted him down every time he proposed a measure of this nature.
In 1787, as late as July 10, an organizing act without the anti-
slavery clause was pending. This concession to the South was
expected to carry it. Congress was in session in New York. On
July 5, Rev. Manasseh Cutler, of Massachusetts, came into New
York to lobby on the Northwestern Territory. Everything seemed
to fall into his hands. Events were ripe. The state of the public
credit, the growing of Southern prejudice, the basis of his mission,
his personal character, all combined to complete one of those sudden
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and marvelous revolutions of public sentiment that once in five or
ten centuries are seen to sweep over a country like the breath of the
Almighty., .

Cutler was a graduate of Yale. He had studied and taken de-
grees in the three learned professions, medicine, law, and divinity.
He had published a scientific examination of the plants of New
England. As a scientist in America his name stood second only to
that of Franklin, He was a courtly gentleman of the old style, a
man of commanding presence and of inviting face. The Southern
members said they had never seen such a gentleman in the North.
He came representing a Massachusetts company that desired to
purchase a tract of land, now included in Ohio, for the purpose of
planting acolony. It was aspeculation. Government money was
worth eighteen cents on the dollar. This company had collected
enough to purchase 1,500,000 acres of land. Other speculators in
New York made Dr. Cutler their agent, which enabled him to
represent 8 demand for 5,500,000 acres. As this would reduce the
national debt, and Jefferson’s policy was to provide for the publie
credit, it presented a good opportunity to do something.

Massachusetts then owned the territory of Maine, which she was
crowding on the market. She was opposed to opening the North-
western region. Thisfired the zeal of Virginia. The South caught
the inspiration, and all exalted Dr. Cutler. The entire South ral.
lied around him. Massachusetts could not vote against him, be-
cause many of the constunitents of her members were interested
personally in the Western speculation. Thus Catler, making
friends in the South, and doubtless using all the arts of the lobby,
was enabled to command the situation. True to deeper convic-
tions, he dictated one of the most compact and finished docaments
of wise statesmanship that has ever adorned any human law book.
He borrowed from Jefferson the term “Articles of Compact,” which,
preceding the federal constitution, rose into the most sacred char-
acter. He then followed very closely the constitution of Massa-
chusetts, adopted three years before. Its most prominent points
were:

1. The exclusion of slavery from the territory forever.

2. Provision for public schools, giving one township for a semi-
nary and every section numbered 16 in each township; that is, one
thirty-sixth of all the land for public schools.

8. A provision prohibiting the adoption of any constitution or
the enactment of any law that should nullify pre-existing contracts.
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Be it forever remembered that this compact declared that “re-
ligion, morality, and knowledge being necessary to good govern-
ment and the happiness of mankind, schools and the means of edu-
cation shall always be encouraged.” Dr. Cutler planted himself
on this platform and would not yield. Giving his unqualified dec-
laration that it was that or nothing,—that unless they could make
the land desirable they did not want it,—he took his horse and buggy
and started for the constitutional convention at Philadelphia. On
July 13, 1787, the bill was put upon its passage, and was unani-
mously adopted. Thus the great States of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois,
Michigan and Wisconsin, a vast empire, were consecrated to free
dom, intelligence, and morality. Thus the great heart of the nation
was prepared to save the union of States, for it was this act that was
the salvation of the republic and the destruction of slavery. Soon
the South saw their great blunder and tried to have the compact
repealed. In 1803 Congress referred it to a committee, of which
John Randolph was chairman. He reported that this ordinance
was a compact and opposed repeal. Thus it stood, a rock in the
way of the on-rushing sea of slavery.

The ¢ Northwestern Territory * included of course what is now
the State of Indiana; and Oct 5, 1787, Maj. Gen. Arthur St. Clair
was elected by Congress Governor of this territory. Upon
commencing the duties of his office he was instructed to ascertain
the real temper of the Indians and do all in his power to remove
the causes for controversy between them and the United States,
and to effect the extinguishment of Indian titles to all the land
possible. The Governor took up quarters in the new settlement of
Marietta, Ohio, where he immediately began the organization of
the government of the territory. The first session of the General
Court of the new territory was held at that place in 1788, the
Judges being Samuel H. Parsons, James M. Varnum and-John C.
Symmes, but under the ordinance Gov. St. Clair was President of
the Court. After the first session, and after the necessary laws for
government were adopted, Gov. 8t. Clair, accompanied by the
Judges, visited Kaskaskia for the purpose of organizing a civil gov-
ernment there. Full instructions had been sent to Maj. Hamtrameck,
commandant at Vincennes, to ascertain the exact feeling and temper
of tLa Indian tribes of the Wabash. These instructions were ac-
companied by speeches to each of the tribes. A Frenchman named
Antoine Gamelin was dispatched with these messages April 5, 1790,
who visited nearly all the tribes on the Wabash, St. Joseph and St.
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Mary’s rivers, but was coldly received; most of the chiefs being
diseatisfied with the policy of the Americans toward them, and
prejudiced through English misrepresentation., Full accounts of
his adventures among the tribes reached Gov. 8t. Clair at Kaskas-
kia in June, 1790. Being satisfied that there was no prospect of
effecting a general peace with the Indians of Indiana, he resolved
to visit Gen. Harmar at his headquarters at Fort Washington and
consult with him on the means of carrying an expedition against
the hostile Indians; but before leaving he intrusted Winthrop
Sargent, the Secretary of the Territory, with the execution of the
resolutions of Congress regarding the lands and settlers on the
Wabash. He directed that officer to proceed to Vincennes, lay
out a county there, establish the militia and appoint the necessary
civil and military officers. Accordingly Mr. Sargent went to Vin-
cennes and organized Camp Knox, appointed the officers, and noti-
fied the inhabitants to present their claims to lands. In establish-
ing these claims the settlers found great difficulty, and concerning
this matter the Secretary in his report to the President wrote as
follows:

¢ Although the lands and lots which were awarded to the inhabi-
tants appeared from very good oral testimony to belong to those
persons to whom they were awarded, either by original grants, pur-
chase or inheritance, yet there was scarcely one case in twenty
where the title was complete, owing to the desultory manner in
which public business had been transacted and some other unfor-
tunate causes. The original concessions by the French and British
commandants were generally made upon a small scrap of paper,
which it has been customary to lodge in the notary’s office, who
has seldom kept any book of record, but committed the most im-
portant land concerns to loose sheets, which in process of time
have come into possession of persons that have fraudulently de-
stroyed them; or, unacquainted with their consequence, innocently
lost or trifled themn away. By French usage they are considered
family inheritances, and often descend to women and children. In
one instance, and during the government of St. Ange here, a royal
notary ran off with all the public papers in his possession, as by a
certificate produced to me. And I am very sorry further to observe
that in the office of Mr. Le Grand, which continued from 1777 to
1787, and where should have been the vouchers for important land
transactions, the records have been so falsified, and there is such
gross fraud and forgery, as to invalidate all evidence and informa-
tion which I might have otherwise acquired from his papers.”
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Mr. Sargent says there were about 150 French families at Vin.
cennes in 1790. %he heads of all these families had been at one time
vested with certain titles to & portion of the soil; and while the
Secretary was busy in straightening out these claims, he received
a petition signed by 80 Americans, asking for the confirmation of
grants of land ceded by the Court organized by Col. Johu Todd
under the authority of Virginia. With reference to this cause,
Congress, March 3,1791, empowered the Territorial Governor, in
cases where land had been actually improved and cultivated under
a supposed grant for the same, to confirm to the persons who made
such improvements the lands supposed to have been granted, not,
however, exceeding the quantity of 400 acres to any one person.

THE FRENCH AND INDIAN WAR.

Soon after the discovery of the month of the Mississippi in 1682,
the government of France began to encourage the policy of estab-
lishing a line of trading posts and missionary stations extending
through the West from Canada and the great lakes to Louisiana;
and this policy was maintained, with partial success, for about 75

ears. Eritish power was the rival upon which the French con-
tinually kept their eye. Of course a collision of arms would re-
sult in a short timme, and this commenced about 1755. In 1760
Canada, including the lake region, fell into the hands of the British.
During the war ocenrred Braddock’s defeat, the battles of Niagara,
Crown Point and Lake George, and the death of brave Wolfe and
Montcalm. Sept. 12, this year, Major Robert Rogers, a native of
New Hampshire, a provincial officer and then at the height of his
reputation, received orders from Sir Jeffrey Amherst to ascend the
]alges with a detachment of rangers, and take possession, in the
name of his Britannic Majesty, of Detroit, Michilimackinac, and
other Western posts included in the capitulation of Montreal. He left
the latter place on the following day with 200 rangers in 15 whale
boats. Nov. 7 they reached the mouth of a river (** Chogage’’) on
the southern coast of lake Erie, where they were met by Pontiac,
the Indian chief, who now appears for the first time npon the pages
of Michigan history. He haughtily demanded of Rogers why he
should appear in his realm with his forces without his permission.
The Major informed him that the English had obtained permission
of Canada, and that he was on his way to Detroit to publish the
fact and to restore a general peace to white men and Indians alike.
The next day Pontiac signified his willingness to live at peace with
the English, allowing them to remain in his country, provided they
paid him due respect. He knew that French power was on the
wace, and that it was to the interest of his tribes to establish an
early peace with the new power. The Indians, who had collected
at the mouth of Detroit, reported 400 strong, to resist the coming
of the British forces, were easily influenced by Pontiac to yield the
sitnation to Rogers. Even the French commandant at Detroit,
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received the news of the defeat of the French from Major
gers. He was indignant and incredulous, and tried to rouse the
fury of his old-time friends, the Indians, but found them ¢ faith-
less >’ in this hour of his need. He surrendered with an ill grace,
amid the yells of several hundred Indian warriors. It was a source
of great amazement to the Indians to see so many men surrender
to sofew. Nothing is more effective in gaining the respect of In-
dians than a display of power, and the above proceedings led them
to be overawed by English prowess. They were astonished also at
the forbearance ot the conquerors in not killing their vanquished
enemies on the spot.

This surrender of Detroit was on tHe 29th of November, 1760.
The posts elsewhere in the lake region north and west were not
reached until some time afterward. The English now thought they
had the country perfectly in their own hands and that there was
but little trouble ahead; but in this respect they were mistaken.
The French renewed their efforts to circulate reports among the
Indians that the English intended to take all their land from them,
etc. The slaughter of the Mononguhela, the massacre at Fort
William Henry and the horrible devastation of the Western fron-
tier, all bore witness to the fact that the French were successful in
prejudicing the Indians against the British, and the latter began to
have trouble at various points. The French had always been in
the habit of making presents to the Indians, keeping them supplied
with arms, ammunition. etc., and it was not their policy to settie
upon their lands. The British, on the other hand, now supplied
them with nothing, frequently insulting them when they appeared
around the forts. Everything conspirea to fix the Indian popula-
tion in their prejudices against the British Government. Even the
seeds of the American Revolution were scattered into the West and
began to grow.

The first Indian chief to raise the war-whoop was probably Kia-
shuta, of the Senecas, but Pontiac, of the Ottawas, was the great
George Washington of all the tribes to systemize and render effect-
ual the initial movements of the approaching storm. His home
was about eight miles above Detroit, on Pechee Island, which looks
out npon the waters of Lake St. Clair. He was a well-formed man,
with a countenance indicating a high degree of intelligence. In
1746 he had successtully defended Detroit against the northern
tribes, and it is probable he was present and assisted in the defeat
of Braddock.

About the close of 1762 he called a general council of the tribes,
sending out embassadors in all directions, who with the war-belt of
wampum and the tomahawk went from village to village and cam
to camp, informing the sachems everywhere that war was impend-
ing, and delivering to them the message of Puntiac. They all
approved the message, and April 27, 1763, a grand council was held
near Detroit, when Pontiac stood forth in war paint and delivered

Cagt. Beletre, was in a situation similar to that of the Indians,
an
Ro
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“the great speech of the campaign.” The English were slow to
perceive any dangerous conspiracy in %rogress, and when the blow
was struck, nine out of twelve of the British posts were surprised
and destroyed!  Three of these were within the bounds of thir
State. .

The first prominent event of the war was the

MASSACRE AT FORT MIOHILIMACKINAGC,

on the northernmost point of the southern peninsuls, the site of the
present city of Mackinaw. This Indian outrage was one of the most
ingeniously devised and resolutely executed schemes in American
history. The Chippewas (or Ojibways) appointed one of their big
ball plays in the vicinity of the post, and invited and inveigled as
many of the occupants as they could to the scene of play, then fell
upon the unsuspecting and unguarded English in the most brutal
manner. For the details of this horrible scene we are indebted to
Alexander Henry, a trader at that point, who experienced several
most blood-curdling escapes from death and scalping at the hands of
the savages. The result of the imnassacre was the death of about 70
out of 90 persons. The Ottawa Indians, who occupied mainly the
eastern portion of the lower peninsula, were not consulted by the
Chippewas with reference to attacking Michilimackinae, and were
consequently so enraged that they espoused the cause of the English,
through spite; and it was through their instrumentality that Mr.
Henry and some of his comrades were saved from death and con-
veyed east to the regions of civilization.

Of Mr. Henry’s narrow escapes we give the following succinet
account. Instead of attending the ball play of the Indians he spent
the day writing letters to his friends, as a canoe was to leave for the
East the following day. While thus engaged, he heard an Indian
war cry and a noise of general confusion. Looking out of the win-
dow, he saw a crowd of Indians within the fort, that is, within the
village palisade, who were cutting down and scalping every English-
man they found. He seized a fowling-piece which he had at hand,
and waited a moment for the signal, the drum beat to arms. In
that dreadful interval he saw several of his countrymen fall under
the tomahawk and struggle between the knees of an Indian who
held him in this manner to scalp him while still alive. Mr. Henry
heard no signal to arms; and seeing that it was useless to under-
take to resist 400 Indians, he thought only of shelter for himself.
He saw many of the Canadian inhabitants of the fort calmly look-
ing on, neither opposing the Indians nor suffering injury, and he
therefore concluded he might find safety in some of their houses.
He stealthily ran to one occupied by Mr. Langlade and family, who
were at their windows heholding the bloody scene. Mr. L. scarcely
dared to harbor him, but a Pawnee slave of the former concealed
him in the garret, locked the stairway door and took away the key.
In this situation Mr. Henry obtained through an aperture a view
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of whst was going on without. He saw the dead scalped and man-
gled, the dying in writhing agony under the insatiate knife and
tomahawk, and the sa g8 drinking human blood from the hollow
of their joined hands! r. Henry almost felt as if he were a vie-
tim himself, so intense were his sufferings. Soon the Indian fiends
began to halloo, « All is finished!”” At this instant Henry heard
some of the Indians enter the house in which he had taken shelter.
The garret was separated from the room below by only a layer of
single boards, and Mr. Henry heard all that was said. As soon as
the Indians entered they inquired whether there were any English-
men in the house. Mr. Langlade replied that he could not say;
they- might examine for themselves. He then conducted them to
the garret door.  As the door was locked, a momert of time was
snatched by Mr. Henry to crawl into a heap of birch-bark vessels
in a dark corner; and although several Indians searched around the
garret, one of them coming within arm’s length of the sweating
prisoner, they went out satisfied that no Englishman was there.

As Mr. Henry was passing the succeeding night in this room he
could think of no possible chance of escape from the country. He
was out of provisions, the nearest post was Detroit, 400 miles away,
and the route thither lay throngh the enemy’s country. The next
morning he heard Indian voices below informing Mr. Langlade that
they had not found an Englishnan named Henry among the dead,
and that they believed him to be somewhere concealed. Mrs. L,
believing that the safety of the household depended on giving up
the refugee to his pursuers, prevailed on her husband to lead the
Indians up stairs, to the room of Mr. H. The latter was saved from
instant death by one of the savages adopting him as a * brother,”
in the place of one lost. The Indians were all mad with liquor,
however, and Mr. H. again very narrowly escaped death. An hour
afterward he was taken out of the fort by an Indian indebted to him
for goods, and was under the uplifted knife of the savage when he
suddenly broke away from him and made back to Mr. Langlade’s
house, barely escaping the knife of the Indian the whole distance.
The next day he, with three other prisoners, were taken in a canoe
toward Lake Michigan, and at Fox Point, 18 miles distant, the
Ottawas rescned the whites, through spite at the Chippewas, say-
ing that the latter contemplated killing and eating them; but the
next day they were returned to the Chippewas, as the result of some
kind of agreement about the conduct of the war. He was rescued
again by an old friendly Indian clafning him as a brother.  The
next morning he saw the dead bodies of seven whites dragged forth
from the prison lodge he had just occupied. = The fattest of these
dead bodies was actually served up and feasted on, directly before
the eyes of Mr. Henry.

Through the partiality of the Ottawas and complications of mili-
tary affairs among the Indians, Mr. Henry, after severe exposures
and many more thrilling escapes, was finally landed within terri-
tory occupied by whites. ‘
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For more than a year after the massacre, Michilimackinac was
occupied only by wood rangers and Indians; then, after the treaty,
Capt. Howard was sent with troops to take possession.

SIEGE OF DETROIT.

In the spring of 1763 Poutiac determined to take Detroit by an
ingenious assault. He had his men file off their guns so that they
would be short enough to conceal under their blanket clothing as
they entered the fortification. A Canadian woraan who went over
to their village on the east side of the river to obtain some venison,
saw them thus at work on their guns, and suspected they were pre-
paring for an attack on the whites. She told her neighbors what
she had seen, and one of them informed the commandant, Major
Gladwyn, who at first slighted the advice, but before another day
passed he had full knowledge of the plot. There is a legend that a
beautiful Chippewa girl, well known to Gladwyn, divulged to him
the scheme which the Indians had in view, namely, that the next
day Pontiac would come to the fort with 60 of his chiefs, each
armed with a gun cut short and hidden under his blanket; that
Pontiac would demand a council, deliver a speech, offer a peace-belt
of wampum, holding it in a reversed position as the signal for
attack; that the chiets, sitting upon the fronnd, would then spring
up and fire upon the officers, and the Indians out in the streets
would next fall upon the garrison, and kill every Englishman, but
sparing all the French.

Gladwyn accordingly fPm: the place in a state of defense as well as
he could, and arranged for a quiet receptivn of the Indians and a
sadden attack upon them when he should give a signal. At 10
o’clock, May 7, according to the girl’s prediction, the Indians came,
entered the fort and proceeded with the programine, but with some
hesitation, as they saw their plot had been discovered. Pontiac
made his epeech, professing friendship for the English, etc., and
without giving his signal for attack, sat down, and heard Major
Gladwyn’s reply, who suffered him and his men to retire unmo-
lested. He probably feared to take them as prisoners, as war was
not actually commenced. The next day Pontiac determined to try
again, but was refused entrance at the gate nnless he should come
in alone. He turned away in a ra%e, and in a few minutes some of
his men commenced the peculiarly Indian work of attacking an
innocent household and murdering them, J ust beyond the range of
British guns. Another squad murdered an Englishman on an
island at a little distance. Pontiac did not authorize these pro-
ceedings, but retired across the river and ordered Ereparations to
be made for taking the fort by direct assault, the headquarters of
the camp to be on “ Bloody run’ west of .the river. Meanwhile
the garrison was kept in readiness for any outbreak. The very next
day Pontiac, having received reinforcements from the Chip(fewas
of 'Saginaw Bay, commenced the attack, but was repulsed; no deaths
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upon either side. Gladwyn sent embassadors to arrange for peace,
but Pontiae, although professing to be willing in a general way to
conclude peace, would not agree to any particular proposition. A
number of Canadians visited the fort and warned the commandant
to evacnate, as 1,500 or more Indians would storm the place in an
hour; and soon afterward a Canadian came with a sammons from
Pontiac, demanding Gladwyn to surrender the post at once, and
promising that, in cace of compliance, he and his men would be
allowed to go on board their vessels unmolested, leaving their arms
and effects behind. To both these advices Major Glaﬁwyn gave &
flat refusal.

Only three weeks’ provisions were within the fort, and the garri-
son was in a deplorable condition. A few anadians, however,
from across the river, sent some provisions occasionally, by night.
Had it not been for this timely assistance, the garrison would
doubtless have had to abandon the fort. The Indians themselves
soon began to suffer from hnnger, as they had not prepared for a
long siege; but Pontine, after some marandings upon the French
settlers had been made, issned “ promises to pay” on birch bark,
with which he pacified the residents. He snbsexﬂnently redeemed
all these notes. About the end of July Capt. Dalzell arrived from
Niagara with re-enforcements and provisions, and persuaded Glad-
wyn to undertake an aggressive movement against Pontiac. Dalzell
was detailed for the purpose of attacking the camp at Parent’s
creek, a mile and a half away, but being delayed a day, Pontiac
learned of his movements and prepared his men to contest his
march. On the next morning, July 31, before day-break, Dalzell
went out with 250 men, but was repulsed with a loss of 59 killed
and wounded, while the Indians lost less than half that number.
Parent’s creek was afterward known as “ Bloody run.”

Shortly afterward, the schooner “Gladwyn,” on its return from
Niagara with ammunition and provisions,anchored about nine miles
below Detroit for the night, when in the darkness about 300 Indians
in canoes came quietly upon the vessel and very nearly sncceeded
in taking it. Slanghter proceeded vigorously until the mate gave
orders to his men to blow up the schooner, when the Indians, under-
standing the design, fled precipitately, plunging into the water and
swimming ashore. This desperate command saved the crew, and
the schooner succeeded in reaching the post with the much needed
supply of provisions.

y this time, September, most of the tribes around Detroit were
disposed to sue for peace. A truce being obtained, Gladwyn laid in
provisions for the winter, while Pontiac retired with his chiefs to
the Maumee country, only to prepare for a resumption of war the
next spring. He or his allies the next season carried on a petty
warfare until in Aungust, when the garrison, now worn out and
reduced, were relieved by fresh troops, Major Bradstreet com-
manding. Pontiac retired to the Manmee again, still to stir up
hate against the British. Meanwhile the Indians near Detroit,
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scarcely comprehending what they were doing, were induced by.
Bradstreet to declare themselves subjects of (Great Britain. An
embassy sent to Pontiac induced him also to cease belligerent
operations against the British.

In 1769 the great chief and warrior, Pontiae, was killed in Illi-
nois by a Kaskaskia Indian, for a barrel of whisky offered by an
Englishman named Williamson.

The British at Detroit now changed their policy somewhat, and
endeavored to conciliate the Indians, paying them for land and
encouraging French settlements in the vicinity. This encourage-
ment was exhibited, in part, in showing some partiality to French
customs.

At this time the fhr trade was considerably revived, the princi-
}i‘al point of shipment being the Grand Portage of Lake Superior.

he charter boundaries of the two companies, the Hudson’s Bay
and the Northwest, not having been very well defined, the employes
of the respective companies often came into conflict. Lord Selkirk,
the head of the former company, ended the difliculty by uniting
the stock of both companies. An attemnpt was also made to mine
and ship copper, but the project was found too expensive.

AMEKRICAN REVOLUTION.

By this important strnggle the territory of the present State of
Michigan was but little affected, the posts of Detroit and Mackinaw
being the principal points whence the British operated among the
Indians to prejudice them against the “ Americans,” going so far
as to pay a reward for scalps, which the savages of course hesitated
not to take from defenseless inhabitants. The expeditions made by
the Indians for this purpose were even supported sometimes by the
regular troops and local militia. One of these joint expeditions,
commanded by Capt. Byrd, set out from Detroit to attack Louis-
ville, Ky. It proceeded in boats as far as it could ascend the
Maunmee, and thence crossed to the Ohio river, on which stream
Ruddle’s Station was situated, which surrendered at once, without
fighting, under the promise of being protected from the Indians;
but this promise was broken and all the prisoners massacred.

Another expedition, under Gov. Hamilton, the commandant at
Detroit, started out in 1778, and appeared at Vincennes, Ind., with
a force of 30 regulars, 50 French volunteers and about 400 Indians.
At this fort the garrison consisted only of Capt. Helm and one
soldier, named Henry. Seeing the troops at a distance, they loaded
a cannon, which they placed in the open gateway; and Capt. Helm
stood by the cannon with a lighted match. When Hamilton with
his army approached within hailing distance, Helm called out with a
loud voice, “ Halt}’ This show of resistance made Hamilton stop
and demand a surrender of the garrison. “ No man,” exclaimed
Helm, with an oath, *“ enters here until I know the terms.”” Ham-
ilton replied, « You shall have the honors of war.” Helmn thereupon
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surrendered the fort, and the whole garrison, consisting of the two
already named (!), marched out and received the cunstomnary marks
of respect for their brave defense. Hamilton was soon afterward
made to surrender this place to Gen. George Rogers Clark, the
ablest American detender in the West. The British soldiers were
allowed to return to Detroit; but their commander, who was known
to have been active in instigating Indian barbarities, was put in
irons and sent to Virginia as a prisoner of war.

The English at Detroit suspected that a certain cettlement of
pious Moravian missionaries on the Muskingum river were aiding
the Anerican cause, and they called a conference at Niagara and
urged the Iroquois to break up the Indian congregation which had
collected under these missionaries; but the Iroquois declined to
concern themselves so deeply in white men’s guarrels, and sent
a message to the Chippewas and Ottawas, reﬁnesting them to “ make
soup ”’ of the Indian congregation on the Muskingum.

These Moravian missionaries came to Detroit in 1781, before De
Peyster, the commandant. A war council was held, and the council-
house completely filled with Indians. Capt. Pike, an Indian chief,
addressed the assembly and told the commandant that the English
might fight the Americans if they chose; it Was their caunse, not his;
that they had raised a quarrel among themselves, and it was their
business to fight it out. They had set him on the Americans as the
hunter sets his dog upon the game. By the side of the British
commander stood another war chief, with a stick in his hand four
feet in length, strung with American scalps. This warrior fol-
lowed Capt. Pike, saying: *“ Now, father, here is what hus been done
with the hatchet you gave me. I have made the use of it you
ordered me to do, and found it sharp.”

The events just related are specimens of what occurred at and in
connection with Detroit from the close of Pontiac’s war until a
namber of years after the establishment of American independence.
When the treaty of peace was signed at Versailles in 1783, the British
on the frontier reduced their aggressive policy somewhat, but they
continued to occupy the lake posts until 1796, on the claim that
the lake region was not designed to be included in the treaty by the
commissioners, probably on account of their ignorance of the geog-
raphy of the region. Meanwhile the Indians extensively organized
for depredation upon the Americans, and continued to harass them
at every point.

During this period Alex. McKenzie, an agent of the British gov-
ernment, visited Detroit, painted like an Indian, and said that he
was just from the upper lakes, and that the tribes in that region
were all in arms against any further immigration of Americans,
and were ready to attack the infant settlements in Ohio. His state-
ments had the desired effect; and, encour also by an agent from
the Spanish settlements on the Mississippi, the Indians organized a
great confederacy against the Udited States. To put this down,
Gen. Harmar was first sent out by the Government, with 1,400 men;
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but he imprudently divided his army, and he was taken by surprise
and defeated by a body of Indians under « Little Turtle.” Gen.
Arthur St. Clair was next sent out, with 2,000 men, and he suf-
fered a like fate. Then Gen. Anthony Wayne was sent West with
a still larger army, and on the Maumee he gained an easy victory
over the Indians, within a few miles of a British post. He
finally concluded a treaty with the Indians at Greenville, which
broke up the whole confederacy. The British soon afterward gave
up Detroit and Mackinaw. .

“It was a considerable time before the Territory of Michigan,
now in the possession of the United States, was improved or altered
by the increase of settlements. The Canadian French continued to
form the principal part of its population. The interior of the coun-
try was but little known, except by the Indians and the fur traders.
The Indian title not being fully extinguished, no lands were
brought into market, and consequently the settlements increased
but slowly. The State of Michigan at this time constituted simply
the county of Wayne in Northwest Territory. It sent one Repre-
sentative to the Legislature of that Territory, which was held at
Chillicothe. A court of common pleas was organized for the
county, and the General Court of the whole Territory sometimes
met at Detroit. No roads had as yet been constructed through the
interior, nor were there any settlements except on the frontiers.
The habits of the people were essentially military, and but little
attention was paid to agriculture except by the French peasantry.
A representation was sent to the (General Assembly of the North-
west Territory at Chillicothe until 1800, when Indiana was erected
into a separate Territory. Two years later Michigan was annexed
to Indiana Territory; but in 1805 Michigan separated, and William
Hull appointed its first Governor.””—T'uttle’s Hist. Mich.

The Eritish revived the old prei' udices that the Americans intended
to drive the Indians out of the country, and the latter, under
the lead of Tecumseh and his brother Elkswatawa, ¢ the prophet,”
organized again on an extensive scale to inake war upon the Amer-
icans. Thegreat idea of Tecumseh’s life was a universal confed-
eracy of all the Indian tribes north and south toresist the invasion
of the whites; and his plan was to surprise them at all their posts
throughout the country and capture tKem by the first assault. At
this time the entire white population of Michigan was about 4.800,
four-fifths of whomn were French and the remainder Americans.
The settlements were situated on the rivers Miami and Raisin, on the
Huron of Lake Erie, on the Ecorse, Rouge and Detroit rivers, on
the Huron of St. Clair, on the St. Clair river and Mackinaw island.
Besides, there were here and there a group of huts belonging to the
French fur traders. The villages on the Maumee, the Raisin and
the Huron of Lake Erie contained a population of about 1,300;
the settlements at Detroit and northward had about 2,200; Mack-
inaw about 1,000. DPetroit was garrisoned by 94 men and Mack-
inaw by 79. '




TRAPPING.



' TECUMSEH.

If one shonld inquire who has been the greatest Indian, the most
noted, the ¢ principal Indian ” in North America since its discov-
ery by Columbus, we would be obliged to answer, Tecnmseh. For
all those qualities which elevatea man far above his race; for talent,
tact, skill and bravery as a warrior; for high-minded, honorable and
chivalrous bearing as a man; in a word, for all those elements of
greatness which place him a long way above his fellows in savage
life, the name and fame of Tecumseh will go down to posterity in
the West as one of the most celebrated of the aborigines of this
continent,—as one who had no equal among the tribes that dwelt
in the country drained by the Mississippi. Born to command him-
gelf, he used all the appliances that would stimulate the courage
and nerve the valor of his followers. Always in the front rank of
battle, his followers blindly followed his lead, and as his war-cry
rang clear above the din and noise of the battle-field, the Shawnee
warriors, a8 they rushed on to victory or the grave, rallied around
him, foemen worthy of the steel of the most gallant commander
that ever entered the lists in defense of his altar or his home.

The tribe to which Tecumseh, or Tecumtha, as some write it, be-
longed, was the Shawnee, or Shawanee. The tradition of the nation
held that they originally came from the Gulf of Mexico; that they
wended their way up the Mississippi and the Ohid, and settled at
or near the present site of Shawneetown, Ill., whence they removed
to the upper Wabash. In the latter place, at any rate, they were
found early in the 18th century, and were known as the “ bravest
of the brave.” This tribe has uniformly been the bitter enemy of
the white man, and in every contest with our people has exhibited
a degree of skill and strategy that should characterize the most
dangerous foe.

Tecumseh’s notoriety and that of his brother, the Prophet, mutu-
ally served to establish and strengthen each other. While the
Prophet had unlimited power, spiritual and temporal, he distributed
his greatness in all the departments of Indian life with a kind of
fanaticism that magnetically aroused the religious and superstitious

passions, not only of his own followers, but also of all the tribes in
(80)
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this part of the country; but Tecumseh concentrated his greatness
upon the more praetical and business affairs of military conquest.
It is doubted whether he was really a sincere believer in the preten-
sions of his fanatic brother; if he did not believe in the pretentious
feature of them he had the shrewdness to keep his unbelief to him-
self, knowing that religious fanatieism was one of the strongest im-
pulses to reckless bravery.

During his sojourn in the Northwestern Territory, it was Tecum-
seh’s uppermost desire of life to confed erate all the Indian tribes of
the country together against the whites, to maintain their choice
hunting-grounds. All his publie policy converged toward this sin.
gle end. In his vast scheme he comprised even all the Indians in
the Gulf country,—all in America west of the Alleghany moun-
tains. He held, as a subordinate principle, that the Great Spirit
had given the Indian race all these hunting-grounds to keep in
common, and that no Indian or tribe could cede any portion of the
land to the whites without the consent of all the tribes. Hence, in
all his councils with the whites he ever maintained that the treaties
were null and void. '

‘When he met Harrison at Vincennes in council the last time,
and, as he was invited by that General to take a seat with him on
the platform, he hesitated; Harrison insisted, saying that it was the
“wish of their Great Father, the President of the United States,
that he should do 80.” The chief paused a moment, raised his tall
and commanding form to its greatest height, surveyed the troops
and crowd around him, fixed his keen eyes upon Gov. Harrison,
and then turnjng them to the sky above, and pointing toward
heaven with his sinewy arm in a manner indicative of supreme
contempt for the paternity assigned him, said in clarion tones: « My
father? The sun is my father, the earth is my mother, and on her
bosom I will recline.”” He then stretched himself, with his war-
riors, on the green sward. The effect was electrical, and for some
moments there was perfect silence.

The Governor, then, through an interpreter, told him that he un-
derstood he had some complaints to make and redress to ask, etc.,
and that he wished to investigate the matter and make restitution
wherever it might be decided it should be done. As soon as the
Governor was through with this introductory speech, the stately
warrior arose, tall, athletic, manly, dignified and graceful, and with
a voice at first low, but distinct and musical, commenced a reply.
As he warmed up with his subject his clear tones might be heard,
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as if * trumpet-tongued,” to the utmost limits of the assembiy.
The most perfect silence prevailed, except when his warriors gave
their guttural assent to some eloquent recital of the red man’s
wrong and the white man’s injustice. Tecumseh recited the wrongs
which his race had suffered from the time of the massacre of the
Moravian Indians to the present; said he did not know how he
could ever again be the friend of the white man; that the Great
Spirit had given to the Indian all the land from the Miami to the
Mississippi, and from the lakes to the Ohio, as a common property
to all the tribes in these borders, and that the land could not and
should not be sold without the consent of all; that all the tribes on
the continent formed but one nation; that if the United States
would not give up the lands they had bought of the Miamis and
the other tribes, those united with him were determined to annihi-
late those tribes; that they were determined to have no more chiefs,
but in future to be governed by their warriors; that unless the
whites ceased their encroachments upon Indian lands, the fate of
the Indians was sealed; they had been driven from the banks of
the Delaware across the Alleghanies, and their possessions on the
‘Wabash and the Illinois were now to be taken from them; that in
a few years they would not have ground enough to bury their war-
riors on this side of the “Father of Waters;” that all would perish,
all their possessions taken from them by frand or force, unless they
stopped the progress of the white man westward; that it must be
& war of races in which one or the other must perish; that their

tribes had been driven toward the setting sun like a galloping

horse (ne-kat a-kush-e ka-top-o-lin-to).

The Shawnee language, in which this most eminent Indian states-
man spoke, excelled all other aboriginal tongues in its musical ar-
ticulation; and the effect of Tecumseh’s oratory on this occasion
can be more easily imagined than described. Gov. Harrison,
although as bravea soldier and General as any American, was over-
come by this speech. He well knew Tecumseh’s power and influ-
ence among all the tribes, knew his bravery, courage and determi-
nation, and knew that he meant what he said. When Tecumseh
was done speaking there was a stillness throughout the assembly
which was really painful; not a whisper was heard, and all eyes were
turned from the speaker toward Gov. Harrison, who after a few
moments came to himself, and recollecting many of the absurd

ments of the great Indian orator, began a reply which was
logical, if not so eloguent. The Shawnees were attentive un-
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til Harrison’s interpreter began to translate his speech to the Mia-
mis and Pottawatomies, when Tecumseh and his warriors sprang
to their feet, brandishing their war-clubs and tomahawks. ¢ Tell
him,” said Tecumseh, addressing the interpreter in Shawnee,  he
lies.” The interpreter undertook to convey this message to the
Governor in smoother language, but Tecumseh noticed the effort
and remonstrated, “ No, no; tell him helies.” The warriors began '
to grow more excited, when Secretary Gibson ordered the Ameri-
can troops in arms to advance. This allayed the rising storm, and
as soon as Tecumseh’s ¢ He lies ” was literally interpreted to the
Governor, the latter told Tecumseh through the interpreter to tell
Tecumseh he would hold no further council with him.

Thus the assembly was broken up, and one can hardly imagine a
more exciting scene. It would constitute the finest subject for a
. historical painting to adorn the rotunda of the capitol. The next
day Tecumseh requested another interview with the Governor,
which was granted on condition that he should make an apology to
the Governor for his langnage the day before. This he made
through the interpreter. Measures for defense and protection were
taken, however, lest there should be another outbreak. Two com-
panies of militia were ordered from the country, and the onein
town added to them, while the Governor and his friends went into
oounncil fully armed and prepared for any contingency. On this oc-
casion the conduct of Tecumseh was entirely different from that of
the day before. Firm and intrepid, showing not the slightest fear
or alarm, surrounded with a military force four times his own, he
preserved the utmost composure and equanimity. No one would
have supposed that he could have been the principal actor in the
thrilling scene of the previous day. He claimed that half the
Americans were in sympathy with him. He also said that whites
had informed him that Gov. Harrison had purchased land from the
Indians without any anthority from the Government; that he,
Harrison, had but two years more to remain in office, and that if
he, Tecumseh, could prevail upon the Indians who sold the lands
not to receive their annuities for that time, and the present Gover-
nor displaced by a good man as his successor, the latter would re-
store to the Indians all the lands purchased from them.

The Wyandots, Kickapoos, Pottawatomies, Ottawas and the Win-
nebagoes, through their respective spokesmen, declared their
adherence to the great Shawnee warrior and statesman. Gov. Harri-
son then told them that he would send Tecumseh’s speech to thePresi-
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dent of the United States and return the answer to the Indians assoon
as it was received. Tecumseh then declared that he and his allies were
determined that the old boundary line should continue; and that
if the whites crossed it, it would be at their peril. Gov. Harrison re-
plied that he would be equally plain with him and state that the
President would never allow that the lands-on the Wabash were the

" property of any other tribes than those who had occupied them
since the white people first came to America; and as the title to
thelands lately purchased was derived from those tribes by a fair
purchase, he might rest assured that the right of the United States
would be supported by the sword. “So be it,” was the stern and
haughty reply of the Shawnee chieftan, as he and his braves took
leave of the Governor and wended their way in Indian file to their
camping ground.

Thus ended the last conference on earth between the chivalrous
Tecumseh-and the hero of the battle of Tippecanoe. The bones of
the first lie bleaching on the battle-field of the Thames, and those
of the last in a mausoleum on the banks of the Ohio; each strug-
gled for the mastery of his race, and each no doubt was equally
honest and patriotic in his purposes. The weak yielded to. the
strong, the defenseless to the powerful, and the hunting-ground of
the Shawnee is all occupied by his enemy.

. Tecumseh, with four of his braves, immediately embarked in a
birch canoe, descended the Wabash, and went on to the South to
unite the tribes of that conntry in a general system of self-defense
against the encroachment of the whites. His emblem was a dis-
jointed snake, with the motto, “ Join or die!” In union alone was
strength.

Before Tecumseh left the Prophet’s town at the mouth of the
Tippecanoe river, on his excursion to the South, he had a definite
understanding with his brother and the chieftains of the other tribes
in the Wabash country, that they should preserve perfect peace
with the whites until his arrangements were completed for a con-
federacy of the tribes on both sides of the Ohio and on the Missis-
sippi river; but it seems that while he was in the South engaged
in his work of uniting the tribes of that country some of the North-
ern tribes showed signs of fight and precipitated Harrison into that
campaign which ended in the battle of Tippecanoe and the total
route of the Indians. Tecumseh, on his return from the South,
learning what had happened, was overcome with chagrin, disappoint-
mant and anger, and aceused his brother of duplicity and coward-

e/
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joo; indeed, it is said that he never forgave him to the day of his
death. A short time afterward, on the breaking out of the war of
(3reat Britain, he joined Proctor, at Malden, with a party of his
warriors, and was killed at the battle of the Thames, Oct. 5, 18183,
by a Mr. Wheatty, as we are positively informed by Mr. A. J. James,
now a resident of La Harpe township, Hancock county, Ill., whose
father-in-law, John Pigman, of Coshocton county, Ohio, was an
eye witnei:s. Gen. Johnson has generally had the credit of killing
ecumseh.

OKEMOS.

«0ld ” Okemos, a nephew of Pontiac and once the chief of the
Chippewas, was born at or near Knagg’s Station, on the Shiawassee
river, where the Chicago and Gramf Trunk Railroad crosses that
stream. The date is shrouded in mystery. At the time of his
death he was said to be a centenarian. The earliest account we have
of him is that he took the war-path in 1796. Judge Littlejohn, in
his “ Legends of the Northwest,” introduces him to the reader in
1803. The battle of Sandusky, in which Okemos took an active

art, was the great event of his life, and this it was that gave him
Bis chieftainship and caused him to be revered by his tribe. Con-
cerning that-event he himself used to say: o

“ Myself and cousin, Man-a-to-corb-way, with 16 other braves
enlisted under the British flag, formed a scouting or war party, left
the upper Raisin, and made our rendezvous at Sandusky. One
morning while lying in ambush near a road lately cut for the pas-
sage of the American army and supply wagons, we saw 20 cavalry-
men approaching us. Our ambush was located on a slight ridge,
with brush directly in our front. We immediately decided td
attack the Americans, althongh they outnumbered us. Our plan
was first to fire and cri[(?le them, and then make a dash with the
tomahawk., We waited until they approached so near that we
could count the buttons on their coats, when firing commenced.
The cavalry-men with drawn sabers immediately charged upon the
Indians. The plumes upon the hats of the cavalry-men looked like
a flock of a thousand pigeons just hovering for a lighting.”

Okemos and his cousin fought side by side, loading and firing
while dodging from one cover to another. In less than ten minutes
after the firing began the sound of a bugle was heard, and castin
their eyes in the direction of the sound, they saw the road ans
woods ftilled with cavalry. The small party of Indians were
immediately surrounded and every man cut down. All were left
for dead on the field. Okemos and his cousin both had their skulls
cloven and their bodies gashed in a fearful manner. The cavalry-
men, before leaving the field, in order to be sure life was extinct,
would lean forward from their horses and pierce the chests of the
Indians, even into their lungs. The last that Okemos remembered
was that after emptying one saddle, and springing toward another
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soldier with clubbed rifle raised to strike, his head felt as if it were
pierced with red-hot iron, and he went down from a heavy saber-cut.
All knowledge ceased from this time until many moons afterward,
when he found himself being nursed by the squaws of his friends,
who had found him on the battle-field two or three days afterward.
The squaws thought all were dead, but upon moving the bodies of
Okemos and his cousin, signs of life appeared, and they were taken
to a place of safety and finally restoreé) to partial health. Okemos
never afterward took part in war, this battle having satisfied him
that ¢ white man was a heap powerful.” :

Shortly after his recovery he solicited Col. Godfroy to intercede
with Gen. Cass, and he and other chiefs made a treaty with the
Americans, which was faithfully kept.

The next we hear of the old chieftain, he had settled with his
tribe on the banks of the Shiawassee, near the place of his birth,
where for inany years, up to 1837-’8, he was engaged in the peace-
ful vocation of hunting, fishing and trading with the white man.
About this time the small-pox broke out in his tribe, which,
together with the inflax of white settlers who destroyed their hant.
ing-grounds, scattered their bands. The plaintive, scft notes of the
wooing young hunter’s flute, made of red alder, and the sound of
the tom-tom at council fires and village feasts were heard no more
along the banks of our inland streams. Okemos became a mendi-
cant, and many a hearty meal has the old Indian received from his
friends among the whites. He was five feet four inches high, lithe,
wiry, active, intelligent and possessed undoubted bravery; but in con-
versation he hesitated and mumbled his words. Previous to the
breaking up of his band in 1837-’8, his usual dress consisted of a
blanket coat with Lelt, steel pipe, hatchet, tomahawk and a heavy,
long, English hunting-knife stuck in his belt in front, with a large
bone handle prominent outside the sheath. He painted his cheeks
and forehead with vermilion, wore a shawl around his head turban
fashion, and leggins. He died at his wigwam a few miles from
Lansing, and was buried Dec. 5, 1858, at Shimnicon, an Indian
settlement in Ionia county. His coffin was extremely rode, and in
it were placed a pipe, tobaceco, hunting-knife, bird’s wings, pro-
visions, etc. An ambrotype picture was taken of this eminent
Indian in 1857, and has ever since been in the possession of O. A.
Jenison at Lansing, from whoin we obtain the above account.

HULL’S SURRENDER.

Now we have to record an unexplained mystery, which no his-
torian of Michigan can omit, namely, the surrender of Detroit to
the British by Gen. Hull, when his forces were not in action and
were far more powerful than the enemy. He was either a coward
or a traitor, or both. The corgmander of the British forces, Gen.
Brock, trinmphantly took possession of the fort, lett a small garri-
son under Col. Proctor, and returned to the seat of his government. -
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In 12 days he had moved with a small army 250 miles against the
enemy, effected the surrender of a strong fort and well equipped
army of 2,300 effective men, and one of the Territories of the
United States. Hull and the regular troops were taken to Mon-
treal, and the militia were sent t1 their homes.

In the capitulation Gen. Hull also surrendered Fort Dearborn at
Chicago, commanding Ca]IJt. Heald of that place to evacuate and
retreat to Fort Wayne. In obedience to this order the Captain
started from the fort with his forces; but no sooner were they out-
side the walls than they were attacked by a large force of Indians,
who took them prisoners and then proceeded to massacre them,
killing 38 oat of the 66 soldiers, even some of the women and
children, two of the former and 12 of the latter. Capt. Wells, a
white man who had been brought ur among the lndians, but
espoused the white man’s cause, was killed in the massacre.

Jan. 3, 1814, Gen. Hull appeared before a court-martial at Albany,
N. Y., where Gen. Dearborn was president. The accused made no
objection to the constitution and jurisdiction of this court; its ses-
sions were protracted and every facility was given the accused to
make his defense. The three charges against him were treason,
cowardice and neglect of duty. Hull was finally acquitted of the
high crime of treason, but he was found guilty of the other charges
and sentenced to be shot; but by reason of his services in the
Revolution and his advanced age the court recommended him to
the mercy of the President, who approved the finding of the court
but remitted the execution of the sentence and dismissed - Hull
from the service. The accused wrote a long defense, in which he
enumerates many things too tedious to relate here. Even before
he was sent to Detroit he was rather opposed to the policy of the
Government toward the British of Canada; and, besides, he had
been kindly treated by British officers, who helped him across the
frontier. Again, the 1geneml Government was unreasonably slow
to inform the General of the declaration of war which had been
made against Great Britain, and very slow to forward troops and
supplies. Many things can be said on both sides; but historians
generally approve the judgment of the court in his case, as well
as of the executive clemency of the President.

PERRY’S VIOTORY.

The lake communication of Michigan with the East, having
been in the hauds of the British since Hull’s surrender, was cut off
by Com. Perry, who obtained a signal naval victory over the British
on Lake Erie Sept. 10, 1813. The Commodore baiit his fleet at
Erie, Pa., under great disadvantages. The bar at the mouth of the
harbor would not permit the vessels to pass ont with their arma-
ment on board. For some time after the fleet was ready to sail,
the British commodore continued to hover off the harbor, well know-
ing it must either remain there inactive or venture out with almost
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a certainty of defeat. During thie blockade, Com. Perry had no
alternative but to ride at anchor at Erie; but early in September
the enemy relaxed his vigilance and withdrew to the upper end of
the lake. Perry then slipped out beyond the bar and fitted his ves-
sels for action. The British fleet opposed to Com. Perry conaisted
of theships “ Detroit,” carrying 19 guns; the “ Queen Charlotte,”
17 guns; the schooner ¢ Lady Prevost,” 13 guns; the brig “ Hun-
ter,’ ten guns; the sloop “Little Belt,” three guns; and the
schooner ¢ Chippewa,” one gun and two swivels; and this fleet was
commanded by a veteran officer of tried skill and valor.

At sunrise, Sept. 10, while at anchor at Pus-in-Bay, the Commo-
dore espied the enemy toward the head of the lake, and he imme-
diately sailed up and commenced action. His flag vessel, the
Lawrence, was engaged with the whole force of the enemy for
nearly two hours before the wind permitted the other vessels to
come in proper position to help. The crew of this vessel continued
the fight until every one of them was either killed or wounded, all
the rigging torn to pieces and every gnn dismantled. Now comes
the daring feat of the engagement which makes Perry a hero. He
caused his boat to be lowered, in which he rowed to the Niagara -
amid the storm of® shot and shell raging around him. This vessel
he sailed through the enemny’s fleet with a swelling breeze, pouring
in her broadsiges upon their ships and forcing them to surrender in
rapid succession, until all were taken. The smaller vessels of his
fleet helped in this action, among which was one commanded by
the brave and faithful Capt. Elliott. This victory was one of the
most decisive in all the annals of American history. It opened
the lake to Gen. Wm. H. Harrison, who had been operating in
Indiana and Ohio, and who now crossed with his armny to Canada,
where he had a short campaign, terminated by the battle of the
Moravian towns, by which the enemy were driven from the north-
western frontier. A detachment of his army occupied Detroit
Sept. 29, 1813, and Oct. 18 an armistice was conchured with the
Indians, thus restoring tranquillity to the Territory of Michigan.
Soon afterward Gen. Harrison left Gen. Cass in command at
Detroit and moved with the main body of his army down to the
Niagara frontier.

Perry’s brilliant success gave to the Americans the uncontrolled
command of the lake, and Sept. 23 their fleet landed 1,200
men near Malden. Col. Proctor, however, had previously evac-
nated that post, after setting fire to the fort and public store-
houses. Com. Perry in the meantime passed up to Detroit with
the ¢ Ariel ” to assist in the occupation of that town, while Capt.
Elliott, with the “Lady Prevost,” the “Scorpion,” and the
“ Tigress,” advanced into Lake St. Clair to intercept the enemy’s
stores. Thus Gen. Harrison, on his arrival at Detroit and Malden,
found both places abandoned by the enemy, and was met by the
Canadians asking for his protection. Tecuwmseh proposed to the
British commmander that they should hazard an engagement at Mal-
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den; but the latter foresaw that he should be exposed to the fire of
the American fleet in that position, and therefore resolved to march
to the Moravian towns upon the Thames, near St. Clair lake,
above Detroit, and there try the chance of a battle. His force at
this time consisted of about 900 regular troops, and 1,500 Indians
commanded by Tecumseh. The American army amonnted to
about 2,700 men, of whom 120 were regulars, a considerable number
of militia, about 30 Indians, and the remainder Kentucky riflemen,
well mounted, and mainly young men, full of ardor, and burning
with a desire to revenge the massacre of their friends and relatives
at the River Raisin.

During the following winter there were no military movements,
except an incursion into the interior of the upper province by
Maj. Halmes, who was attacked near Stony creek, and maintained
his ground with bravery.

OLOSE OF THE WAR.

The war with Great Britain was now (November, 1813) practi-
cally closed, so far as the Northwest was concerneg, but the post at
Mackinaw yet remained in the hands of the enemy, and active steps
were taken to dispossess the English of this point and drive them
wholly from the domain of the United States. The first effort to
start an expedition failed; but in the summer of 1814 a well-
equipped force of two sloops of war, several schooners and 750
land militia, under the command of Com. Sinclair and Lieut.-Col.
Croghan, started for the north. Contrary, however, to the advice
of experienced men, the commanders conclnded to visit St. Joseph
first, and the British at Mackinaw heard of their coming and pre-

ared themselves. The consequence was a failure to take the place.

ajor Holmes was killed, and the Winnebago Indians, from Green
Bay, allies of the British, actually cut out the heart and livers
from the American slain and cooked and ate them! Com. Sin-
clair afterward made some arrangements to starve out the post, but
his vessels were captured and the British then remained secure in
the possession of the place until the treaty of peace the following
winter.

The war with England formally closed on Dec. 24, 1814, when a
treaty of peace was signed at Ghent. The 9th article of the treaty
required the United States to put an end to hostilities with all
tribes or nations of Indians with whom they had been at war; to
restore to such tribes or nations respectively all the rights and pos-
sessions to which they were entitled in 1811, before the war, on
condition that such Indians should agree to desist from all hostili-
ties against the United States. .But in February, just before the
treaty was sanctioned by our Government, there were signs of
Indians accainulating arms and ammunition, and a cauntionary
order was therefore issued to have all the white forces in readiness
for an attack by the Indians; but the attack was not made. During




Eils

BUAG-CH AWOLER)

PONTIAC.



62 HISTORY OF MICHIGAN.

the ensuing summer and fall the United States Government ac-
quainted the Indians with the provisions of the treaty, and
entered into subordinate treaties of W with the principal tribes.

Just before the treaty of Spring Wells (near Detroit) was signed,
the Shawanee Prophet retired to Canada, declaring his resolu-
tion to abide by any treaty which the chiefs might sign. Some
time afterward he returned to the Shawanee settlement in Ohio,
and lastly to the west of the Missiesippi, where he died, in 1834.
ThedBritish Government allowed him a pension from 1813 until
his death.

POLITICAL.

Previous to the formation of the Northwestern Territory, the
country within its bounds was claimed by several of the Eastern
States, on the ground that it was included within thelimits indicated
by their charters from the English crown. Inanswer to the wishes of
the Government and people, these States in a patriotic spirit
surrendered their claims to this extensive territory, that it might
constitute a common fund to aid in the payment of the national
debt. To prepare the way for this cession, a law had been passed
in October, 1780, that the territory so to- be ceded should be dis-

osed of for the common benefit of the whole Union; that the

tates erected therein should be of suitable extent, not less than 100
nor more than 150 miles square; and that any expenses that might
be incurred in recovering the posts then in the hands of the
British shounld be reimbursed. ew York released her claims to
Congress March 1, 1781; Virginia, March 1, 1784; Massachusetts,
Apnil 19, 1785, and Connecticut, Sept. 4, 1786.

Under the French and British dominion the points occupied on
the eastern boundary of what is now the State of Michigan were
considered a part of New France, or Canada. Detroit was known
to the French as Fort Pontchartrain. The iilitary commandant,
under both governments, exercised a civil jurisdiction over the
settlements surrounding their posts. In 1796, when the British

arrisons at Detroit an§ Mackinaw were replaced by detachments

y Gen.Wayne, Michigan became a part of the Northwestern Ter-
ritory and was organized as the county of Wayne, entitled to one
Representative in the General Assembly, held at Chillicothe.

n 1800, Indiana was made a separate Territory, embracing all
the country west of the present State of Ohio and of an extension
of the western line of that State due north to the territorial limits
of the United States; in 1802, the peninsula was annexed to the
Territory of Indiana, and in 1805 Michigan began a separate exist-
ence. That part of the Territory that lies east of a north and south
line through the middle of Lake Michigan was formed into a dis-
tinct government, and the provisions of the ordinance of 1787 con-
tinuag to regulate it. Under this constitution the executive power
was invested in a governor, the judicial in three judges, and the
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legislative in both united; the officers were appointed by the gen.
eral Government, and their legislative authority was restricted to
the adoption of laws from codes of the several States. This form of

vernment was to continue until the Territory should contain 5,000
ree white males of full age. It then became :(ftional with the peo-
ple to choose a legislative body, to be supported by them; but sub-
sequent legislation by Congress more liberally provided a Legislature
at the expense of the general Government and also added to privi-
leges in the elective franchise and eligibility to office; as, for exam-
ple, under the ordinance a freehold qualification was required, both
on the part of the elector and of the elected.

The tirst officers of the Territory of Michigan were: Wm. Hull,
Governor; Augustus B. Woodward, Chief Judge; Frederick Bates,
Sr., Assistant Judge and Treasurer; John Griffin, Assistant Judge;
Col. James May, Marshal; Abijah Hull, Surveyor; Peter Audrain,
Clerk of the Legislative Board. May 5, 1807, Joseph Watson was
appointed Legislative secretary; in November, 1806, Elijah Brush
was appointed treasurer, to succeed Mr. Bates, and the books of the
office were delivered over on the 26th of that month; and William
McDowell Scott was appointed mnarshal in November, 1808, to suc-
ceed Col. May. The latter never held the office of judge of the
Territory, but about 1800-’3 he was chief justice of the court of
cqmmon pleas.

Anugustus Brevoort Woodward was a native of Virginia; was
appointed a judge of the Territory in 1805, his term of office expir-
ing Feb. 1, 1824. He was soon after appointed judge of the Terri-
tory of Florida, and three years after that he died. = The grand
scheme of “ Catholepistemiad,”’ or State University of Michigan,
with its nuamerous details described under sesquipedalian names
from the Greek, owed its origin to Jndge Woodward.

John Griffin was appointed assistant judge in 1807, his term of
office expiring Feb. 1, 1824. He was a native of Virginia, and died
in Philadelphia about 1840. '

James Witherell was a native of Massachnsetts; was appointed a
judge of the Territory April 23, 1808, his term of office expiring

eb. 1, 1824, when he was re-appointed for four years, and Feb. 1,
1828, he was appointed Territorial secretary.

When in 1818 Illinois was admitted into the Union, all the terri-
tory lying north of that State and of Indiana was annexed to Mich-
igan. In 1819, the Territory was authorized to elect a delegate to

ongress, according to the present usage with reference to Terri-
tories; previous to this time, according to the ordinance 1787, a
Territory was not entitled to a delegate until it entered upon the
“second grade of Government,” and the delegate was then to be
chosen hy the General Assembly.

In 1823 Congress abolished the legislative power of the governor
and judges, and granted more enlarg:d ones to a council, to be
composed of nine persons selected by the President of the United
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States from eighteen chosen by the electors of the Territory; and by
this law, also, eligibility to office was made co-extensive with the
right of suffrage as established by the act of 1819; also the judicial
term of office was limited to four years. In 1825 all county officers,
except those of a judicial nature, were made elective, and the
appointmnents which remained in the hands of the executive were
made subject to the approval of the legislative council. In 1827
the electors were authorized to choose a number of persons for the
~ legislative council, which was empowered to enact all laws not incon-
sistent with the ordinance of 1787. Their acts, however, were sub-
jeet to abolishment by Congress and to veto by the territorial
executives.

When Gen. Wm. Hull arrived at Detroit to assume his official
duties as Governor, he found the town in ruins, it having been
destroyed by fire. Whether it had been burned by design or acci-
dent was not known. The inhabitants were without food and shel-
ter, camping in the open fields; still they were not discouraged, and
soon commenced rebuilding their houses on the same site; Congress
also kindly granted the sufferers the site of the old town of Detroit
and 10,000 acres of land adjoining. A territorial militia was organ-
ized, and a code of laws was adopted similar to those of the original
States. This code was signed by Gov. Hull, Angustus B. V&ood-
ward and Frederick Bates, judges of the Territory, and was called
the “ Woodward code.” ' ‘

At this time the bounds of the Territory embraced all the coun-
try on the American side of the Detroit river, east of the north and
south line through the center of Lake Michigan. The Indian land
claims had been partially extinguished previous to this period. By
the treaty of Fort McIntosh in 1785, and that of Fort Harmar in
1787, extensive cessions had been either made or confirmed, and in
1807 the Indian titles to several tracts became entirely extinct.
Settlemnents having been made under the French and English gov-
ernments, with irregularity or absence of definite surveys and
records, some confusion sprang up in regard to the titles to valuable
tracts. Accordingly Congress established a Board of Commission-
ers to examine and settle these conflicting claims, and in 1807
another act was passed, confirming, to a certain extent, the titles
of all such as had been in possession of the lands then occupied by
them from the year 1796, the year of the final evacuation by the
British garrisons. Other acts were subsequently passed, extending
the same conditions to the settlementson the upper lakes.

As chief among the fathers of this State we may mention Gen.
Lewis Cass, Stevens T. Mason, Augustus B. Woodward, John
Norvell, Wm. Woodbridge, John Biddle, Wm. A. Fletcher, Elon
Farnsworth, Solomon Sib!iey, Benj. B. Kircheval, John R. Wil-
liams, Georga Morrell, Daniel Goodwin, Augustus S. Porter, Benj.
F. H. Witherell, Jonathan Shearer and Charles C. Trowbridge, ail
of Wayne county; Edmund Munday, James Kingsley and Alpheus
Felch, of Washtenaw; Ross Wilkins and John J. Adam, of £ena~
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wee; Warner Wing, Charles Noble and Austin E. Wing, of Monroe
county; Randolph Manning, O. D. Richardson and James B. Hunt,
of Oakland; Henry R. Schooleraft, of Chippewa; Albert Miller, of
the Saginaw Valley; John Stockton and bert P. Eldridge, of
Macomb; Luncius Lyon, Charles E. Stnart, Edwin H. Lothrop,
Epaphroditus Ransom and Hezekiah G. Wells, of Kalamazoo; Isaac
E. Crary, John D. Pierce and Oliver C. Comstock, of Calhoun;
Kinsley 8. Binghan, of Livingston; John S. Barry, of St. Joseph;
Charles W. Whipple, Calvin Britain and Thomas Fitzgerald, of
Berrien; and George Redfield, of Cass. These men and their com-

ers shaped the policy of the State, and decided what should be
its futaure. They originated all and established most of the great
institutions which are the evidences of our advanced civilization,
and of which we are 8o justly prond.

ADMINISTRATION OF GEN. CASS.

At the close of the war with Great Britain in 1814, an era of
rosperity dawned upon the infant territory. Gen. Lewis Cass, who
Kad served the Government with great distinction during the war,
was appointed Governor. The condition of the people was very
mich reduced, the country was wild, and the British flag still waved
over the fort at Mackinaw. There was nothing inviting to immi-
grants except the mere facts of the close of the war and the exist-
ence of a fertile soil and a good climate. The Indians were still
dangerous, and the country was still comparatively remote from
the centers of civilization and government. Such a set of circum-
stances was just the proper environment for the development of
all those elements of the “sturdy pioneer” which we so often
admire in writing np Western history. Here was the field for
stout and brave men; here was the place for the birth and ednca-
tion of real Spartan men,—men of strength, moral courage and
indomitable perseverance.

At first, Gen. Cass had also the care of a small portion of Canada
opposite Detroit, and he had only 27 soldiers for defending Detroit
againat the hostile Indians and carrying on the whole government.
Believing that a civil governor should not be encumbered also with
military duty, he resigned his brigadier-generalship in the army.
But a8 Governor he soon had occasion to exercise his military
power, even to act on the field 48 commander, in chasing away
marauding bands of Indians. The latter seemed to be particularly
threatening at this time, endeavoring to make up in yelling and
petty depredations what they lacked in sweeping victory over all
the pale-faces.

In times of peace Gov. Cass had high notions of civilizing the
Indians, encouraging the purchase of their lands, limiting their
hunting grounds to a narrow compass, teaching them agriculture
and mechanics and providing the means for their instruction and
religiouns training. The policy of the French and English had been

5
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to pacify them with presents and gewgaws, merely to obtain a tem-
rary toothold for the purpose of carrying on the fur trade. Those
nefited by the trade lived thousands of miles away and had no
interest in the permanent development of the country. The United
States Government, on the other hand, indorsed Gov. Cass’ poliey,
which was to result in the development of the wealth of the country
and the establishment of all the arts of peace. Gens. Caes and
Harrison were accordingly empowered to treat with the Indians
on the Miami and Wabash; and July 20 a treaty was signed with
the Wyandots, Senecas, Shawnees, Miamis and Delawares, which
restored comparative tranquillity. During the summer, however,
there was Indian war enough to call out aﬁ of Gov.. Cass’ men, in
aid of Gen. Brown on the Niagara. Indians can never remain long
at peace, whatever may be the obligations they assume in treaty-
making. Gov. Cass often headed his forces in person and drove the
hostile tribes from place to place until they finally retreated to
Saginaw.
agAn atteinpt was made to recover Mackinaw from the English in
July of this year (1814), but the British works were too strong; how-
ever, the establishments at St. Joseph and at Sault Ste. Marie were
destroyed. In the following winter the final treaty of peace was
ratified between England and the United States. The population
of the territory at this time was not over 5,000 or 6,000, scattered
over a vast extent, and in a state of great destitution on account of
the calamities of war. Scarcely a family, on resuming the duties
of home, found more than the remnants of former wealth and com-
fort. Families had been broken up and dispersed; parents had
been torn from their children, and children from each other; some
had been slain on the battle-tield, and others had been massacred
by the ruthless savages. Laws had become a dead letter, and
morals had suffered in the general wreck. Agriculture had been
alinost abandoned and commerce paralyzed; food and all necessa-
ries of life were scarce, and luxuries unknown. Money was difficult
to get, and the bank paper of Ohio, which was almost the sole cir-
culating medium, was 25 per cent below par.

Such was the gloomy state of domestic affairs when Gen. Cass
assuwned the office of governor. Besides, he had the delicate task
of aiding in legislation and of being at the same time the sole exec-
utive of the law. In 1817 he made an 1mportant treaty with the
Indians, by which their title was extinguished to nearly all the land
in Ohio, and a great portion in Indiana and Michigan. This treaty
attached the isﬁated population of Michigan to the State of Ohio,
made theTerritorial government in a fuller sense an integral mem-
ber of the federal Union, and removed all apprehension of a hostile
confederay among the Indian tribes along the lake and river
frontier.

Hitherto there had not been a road in Michigan, except the mili-
tary road along the Detroit river; but as the Indian settlements and
lands could not now be interposed as a barrier, Gen. Cass called the
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attention of Congress to the necessity of a military road from
Detroit to Sandusky, through a trackless morass called the black
swamp.

In }Zhe summer of this year, the first newsEaper published in
Michigan was started at Detroit. It was called the Detroit Gazette,
and was published by Messrs. Sheldon & Reed, two enterprising
young men, the former of whom published an interesting and val-
uable early history of Michigan.

The ¢¢ Western Sun ” was the first newspaper published in the
Indiana Territory, now comprising the four great States of Indiana,
Illinois, Michigan and Wisconsin, and the second in all that country
once known as the “ Northwestern Territory.” It wascommenced
at Vincennes in 1803, by Elihu Stout, of Kentucky, and first called
the /ndiana Gazette, and July 4, 1804, was changed to the West-
ern Sun. Mr. Stout continued the paper until 1845, amid many
discouragements, when he was appointed postmaster at the place,
and he sold out the office.

May 6, 1812, Congress passed an act regniring that 2,000,000
acres of land should be surveyed in the Territory of Louisiana, the
same amount in the Territory of Illinois, and the same amount in
the Territory of Michigan, in all 6,000,000 acres, to be set apart for .
the soldiers in the war with Great Britain. Each soldier was to
have 160 acres of land, fit for cultivation. The surveyors under this
law reported that there were no lands in Michigan fit for cultiva-
tion! This unconscionable report deterred immigration for many

ears, and the Government took the whole 6,000,000 acres from
llinois and Missoari. The language of that report is so remark-
able that we must quote it:

“The country on the Indian boundary line, from the mouth of
the Great Auglaize river and running thence for about 50 miles, is
(with some few exceptions) low, wet land, with a very thick growth
of underbrush, intermixed with very bad marshes, but generally
very heavily timbered .with beech, cottonwood, oak, etc.; thence
continuing north and extending from the Indian boundary east-
ward, the number and extent of the swamps increase, with the
addition of nnmbers of lakes, from 20 chains to two and three miles
across. Many of the lakes have extensive marshes adjoining their
margins, sometimes thickly covered with a species of pine called
¢ tamarack,” and other places covered with a coarse, high grass,
and uniformly covered from six inches to three feet (and more at
times) with water. The margins of these lakes are not the only
places where swamps are found, for they are interspersed through-
out the whole country and filled with water, as above stated, and
varying in extent. The intermediate space between these swamps
and lakes, which is probably near one-half of the country, is, with a
very few exceptious, a poor, barren, sandy land on which scarcely
any vegetation grows except very small, scrnbby oaks. In many
places that part which may be called dry land is composed of little,
short sand-hills, forming a kind of deep basins, the bottoms of many
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of which are composed of a marsh similar to the above described.
The streams are generally narrow, and very deep compared with
their width, the shores and bottoms of which are, with a very few
exceptions, swampy beyond description; and it is with the utmost
difficulty that a place can be found over which horses can be con-
veyed with safety.

“A circamstance peculiar to that country is exhibited in many
of the marshes by their being thinly covered with a sward of grass,
by walking on which evinced the existence of water or a very thin
mud immediately under their covering, which sinks from six to
eighteen inches from the pressure of the foot at every step, and at
the same time rising before and behind the person passiug over.
The margins of many of the lakes and streamns are in a similar
situation, and in many places are literally afloat. On approaching
the eastern part of the military lands, toward the private claims on
the straights and lake, the country does not contain so many swamps
and lakes, but the extreme sterility and barrenness of the soil con-
tinues the same. Taking the country altogether, so far as has been
explored, and to all appearances, together with the information
received concerning the balance, it is so bad there would not be
more than one acre out of a hundred, if there would be one out
of a thousand, that wonld in any case admit of cultivation.”

It is probable that those Government surveyors ‘made a lazy job
of their duty and depended almost entirely upon the fur traders,
who were interested in keeping settlers out of thecountry. But we
must make allowance, too, for the universal ignorance existing at
that time of the méthods of developing the Western country which
modern invention has brought to bear since the days of our fore-
fathers. We must remember that our Western prairies were counted
worth nothing, even by all the early settlers.

By the year 1818 some immigrants crowded in and farther
explored and tested the land; and in March, this year, Gov. Cass
called for the views of the inhabitants upon the question of chang-
ing the civil authoritX by entering upon the second grade of Terri-
torial government. vote was taken and a majority were found
to be against it; but for the purpose of facilitating immigration and
settlement, Gov. Cass recommended to the Secretary of the Treasury
that the lands in the district of Detroit be at once brought into
market. The department immediately complied, and the lands
were offered for sale the following autumn. Immigration was now
increased more than ever before, and the permanent growth of the
country became fully established.

In 1819 the people were allowed to elect a delegate to Congress.
The population was now 8,806 in the whole Territory, distributed as
follows: Detroit, 1,450, not including the garrison; the Island of
Mackinaw, still the enfrepot of the fur trade, a stationary popu-
lation of about 450, sometimes increased to 2,000 or over; Sault
Ste. lMarie, 15 or 20 houses, occupied by French and English
families.
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- The year 1819 was also rendered memorable by the appearance
of the first steamboat on the lakes, the ¢ Walk-in-the-water,” which
came up Lake Erie and went on to Mackinaw.

Up to this time no exccutive measures had been taken by the
people to avail themselves of the school lands appropriated by the
ordinance of 1787, except the curious act passed by the Governor
and judges establishing the ‘‘Catholepistemiad,” or University of
Michigan, with 13 * didaxia,” or professorships. The scheme for
this institntion was a grand one, described by quaint, sesquipe-
dalian technicalities coined from the Greek language, and the whole
devised by that unique man, Judge Woodward. The act is given
in full in theTerritorial laws of Michigan, compiled and printed a
few years ago. It was Judge Woodward, also, who laid out the
plan of Detroit, in the form of a cobweb, with a * campus Martius”
and a grand circus, and avenues radiating in every direction, grand

ublic parks and squares, etc. Centuries would be required to ful-
gll his vast design. Like authors and artists of ancient Greece and
Rome, he laid the foundations of grand work for posterity more
than for the passing generation.

Settlements now began to form at the points where now are the
cities of Ann Arbor, Ypsilanti, Jackson, Tecumseh and Pontiac.
There were still some annoyances by the Indians. The Sacs and
Foxes annually made their appearance to receive presenis from the
British' agents at Malden, and as they passed along they would
commit many depredations. This practice of the British Govern-
ment had a tendency to prejudice the Indians against the Ameri-
cans, and it thus became necessary to take some measares for
removing the Indiaus beyond British influence or otherwise putting
a stop to this dangerous custom. Accordingly, in the fall of 1519,
Gov. Cass desired the Government at Washington to cause a more
thorough exploration to be made of the lake region, estimating the
number and influence of the Indians, their relations, prejugicee,
ete., with a view to the further extinguishment of Indian title to
land, etc.; but the Government deemed it advisable at this time
only to take 10 miles square at Sanlt Ste. Marie for military pur-

ses, and some islands near Mackinaw, where beds of plaster had

n found to exist. However, the general Government soon
ordered an expedition to be fitted out for such an exploration as
Gov. Cass desired, to travel with birch canoes. The men composing
the expedition were Gen. Cass and Robert A. Forsyth, his private
secretary; Capt. D. B. Douglass, topographer and astronomer; Dr.
Alex. Wolcot, physician; James D.gboty, official secretary; and
Charles C. Trowbridge, assistant topographer. Lieut. Evans Mac-
key waa commander of the escort, which counsisted of 10 U. S.
soldiers. Besides these there were 10 Canadian wvoyageurs, to
manage the canoes, and 10 Indians to act as hannters. The latter
were under the direction of James Riley and Joseph Parks, who
were also to act as interpreters.
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This party left Detroit March 24, 1820, and reached Michili-
mackinac, June 6. On leaving this place June 14, 22 soldiers,
under the command of Lieut. John S. Pierce, were added to the party,
and the ex&edition now numbered 64 persons. They reached the
Saunlt Ste. Marie the 16th, where Gen. Cass called the Indians (Chip-
pewas) together, in order to have a definite understanding with
them concerning the boundary lines of the land grants, and thereby
renew also their sanction of former treaties. At first the Indians
protested against the A mericans having any garrison at the place,
and some of them grew violent and almost precipitated a general
fight, which would have been disastrous to Gen. Cass’ party, as the
Indians were far more numerous; but Cass exhibited a great degree
of coolness and courage, and caused more deliberate counsels to
prevail among the savages. Thus the threatened storm blew over.

" The next day the expedition resumed their journey, on Lake
Superior, passing the ‘ pictured rocks,” and landing at one place
where there was a band of friendly Chippewas. June 25 they left
Lake Superior, ascended Portage river and retnrned home by way
of Lake Michigan, after having traveled over 4,000 miles.

" The results o%othe expedition were: a more thorough knowledge
of a vast region and of the numbers and disposition of the various
tribes of Indians; several important Indian treaties, by which val-
uable lands were ceded to the United States; & knowledge of the
operations of the Northwest Fur Company; and the selection of
sites for a line of military posts.

As the greatest want of the people seemed to be roads, Con%rees
was :(.;)pealed to for assistance, and not in vain; for that body
immediately provided for the opening of roads between Detroit
and the Miami river, from Detroit to Chicago, and from Detroit to
Fort Gratiot, and for the improvement of La Plaisance Bay.
Government surveys were carried into the Territory. Two straight
lines were drawn through the center of the Territory,—east and
west, and north and south, the latter being denominated the
principal meridian and the former the base line. The Territory was
also divided into townships of six miles square.

-In 1821 there was still a tract of land lying south of Grand
river which had not yet been added to the Unitea States, and Gov.
Cass deemed it necessary to negotiate with the Indians for it. To
accomplish this work he had to visit Chicago; and as a matter of
curiosity we will inform the reader of his most feasible route to
that place, which he can contrast with that of the present day.
Leaving Detroit, he descended to the mouth of the Maumee river;
he ascended that river and crossed the intervening country to the
Wabash; descended that stream to the Ohio; down the latter to
the Mississippi, and up this and the Illinois rivers to Chicago!

At this council the American commissioners were Gen. Cass
and Judge Sibley, of Detroit. They were sunccessful in their
undertaking, and obtained a cession of the land in question. On
this occasion the Indians exhibited in a remarkable manner their
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appetite for whisky. As a preliminary step to the negotiations,
the commissionérs ordered that no spirits should be given to the
Indians. The chief of the latter was a man about a hundred years
old, but still of a good constitution. The commissioners urged
every consideration to convinece him and the other Indians of the
propriety of the course they had adopted, but in vain. ¢ Father,”
saicr the old chieftain, “ we do not care for the land, nor the money,
nor the goods: what we want is whisky; give us whisky.” But
the commissioners were inexorable, and the Indians were forced to
content themselves.

This year (1821) also two Indians were hung for murder. There
was some fear that the event would be made by the British an
occasion of arousing Indian atrocities in the vicinity, and the peti-
tion for the pardon of the wretches was considered by Gov. Cass
with a great deal of embarrassment. He finally concladed to let
the law take its course, and accordingly, Dec. 25, the murderers
were hung.

In 1822 six new counties were created, namely, Lapeer, Sanilae,
Saginaw, Shiawassee, Washtenaw aud Lenawee; and they contained
much more territory then they do at the present day. This year
the first stage line was established in the Territory, connecting the
county seat of Macomb county with the steamer “ Walk-in-the-
Water”’ at Detroit.

In 1823 Congress changed the form of Territorial government,
abrogating the legislative power of the governor and judges and
establishing a “ Legislative Council,”’ to consist of nine members,
appointed by the President of the United States out of 18 candi-
dates elected Ly the people. By the same act the term of judicial
office was limited to four years, and eligibility to office was made to
require the same qualifications as the right to suffrage. The
ple now took new interest in their government, and felt encouraged
to lay deeper the foundations of future prosperity. The first
legislative council under the new regime met at Detroit June 7,
1824, when Gov. Cass delivered his message, reviewing the progress
of the Territory, calling attention to the needs of popular education
and recommending a policy of governmental administration. Dur-
ing this year he also called the attention of the general Government
to the mineral resources of the Superior region, and asked for gov-
ernmental explorations therein. At its second session after this,
Congress authorized a commission to treat with the [ndians of the
upper peninsula for permission to explore that’country.

n 1825 the Erie canal was completed from the Hudson river to
Buffalo, N. Y., and the effect was to increase materially the flow of
people and wealth into the young Territory of Michigan. The citi-
zens of the East began to learn the truth concerning the agricult-
ural value of this peninsula, and those in search of good and
permanent homes came to see for themeelves, and afterward came
with their friends or families to rewnain as industrious residents, to
develop a powerful State. The number in the Territorial counsil
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was increased to 13, to be chosen by the President from 26 persons
elected by the people. In 1827 an act was passed authorizing the
electors to choose their electors directly, without the further sanc-
tion of either the President or Congress. The power of enacting
. laws was given to the council, subject, however, to the approval of
Congress and the veto of the Governor. This form of Territorial
government remained in force nntil Michigan was organized as a
State in 1837. William Woodbridge was Secretary of the Territory
during the administration of Gov. Cass, and deserves great credit
for the ability with which he performed the duties of his office. In
the absence of the chief executive he was acting governor, and a
portion of the time he represented the Territory as a delegate to
Congress. In 1828 he was succeeded by James Witherell, and in
two years by Gen. John T. Mason.

In 1831 Gen. Cass was appointed Secretary of War in the cabi-
net of President Jackson, after liaving served Michigan as its chief
executive for 18 years. He had been appointed six times, running
through the presidency of Madison, Monroe and John Q. Adams,
without any opposing candidate or a single vote against him in the
senate. He faithfully discharged his duties as Indian commissioner
and conclnded 19 treaties with the Indians, acquiring large cessions
of territory in Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin and Michigan.
He was a practical patriot of whom the people of the peninsular
State justly feel proud. Probably more than any other man, Gen.
Cass was the father of Michigan. .

GEN. GEO. B. PORTER’S ADMINISTRATION.

On the promotion of Gen. Case to a seat in the cabinet of Presi-
dent Jackson and his consequent resignation as Governor of Michi-
gan, Gen. Geo. B. Porter was appointed Governor in July, 1831,
and Sept. 22 following he entered upon the duties of the office.
The population of the Territory at this time was ahout 35,000, pros-
perity was reigning all around and peace everywhere prevailed,
except that in 1832 the Black Hawk war took place in Illinois, but
did not affect this peninsula. In this war, however, Gov. Porter
co-operated with other States in furnishing militia.

hile Gov. Porter was the chief executive, Wisconsin was de-
tached from Michigan and erected into a eeparate Territory; many
new townships were organized and wagon roads opened and im-
roved; land began to rise rapidly in value, and epeculators
multiplied. The council provided for the establishment and regu-
lation of common schools,incorporated “The Lake Michigan Steam-
boat Company,” with a capital of $40,000; and incorporated the
first railroad company in Michigan, the ¢ Detroit & St. Joseph
Railroad Company,” since called the “ Michigan Central.” The
original corporators were, John Biddle, John R. Williams, Charles
Larned, E. P. Hastings, Oliver Newberry, De Garmo James, James
Abbott, John Gilbert, Abel Millington, Job Gorton, John Allen,
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Anson Brown, Samunel W. Dexter, W. E. Perrine, Wm. A. Thom
son, Isaac Crary. O. W. Colden, Caleb Eldred, Cyrus Lovell, Calvin
Brittain and Talman Wheeler. The act of incorporation required
that the road should be completed within 30 years; this condition
was complied with in less than one-third of that time. The same
council also incorporated the  Bank of the River Raisin,” with a
branch at Pontiac. Previous to this two other banks had been
chartered, namely: the “ Bank of Michigan,’” in 1817, with a branch
at Bronson, and the ¢ Farmers’ and Mechanics’ Bank of Michigan,”
with a branch at St. Joseph.

The Legislative Conneil of 1834 also authorized a vote of the
residents to be taken on the question of organizing as a State and
becoming a member of the Union; but the vote was so light and
the majority so small that Congress neglected to consider the matter
seriously until two years afterward.

During Porter’s administration a change was made in the
method of disposing of the public lands, greatly to the benefit of
the actual settlers. Prior to 1820 the Government price of land
was $2 an acre, one-fourth to be paid down and the remainder in
three annual installments; and the land was subject to forfeiture if
these payments were not promptly made. This system having
been fonnd productive of many serious evils, the price of land was
put at $1.25 an acre, all to be paid at the time of purchase. This
change saved a deal of trouble.

During the administration of Gov. Porter occurred the ¢ Black
Hawk ” war, mainly in Illinois, in 1832, which did not affect
Michigan to any appreciable extent, except to raise sundry fears by
the usual alarms accompanying war gossip. A few volunteers
probably went to the scene of action from this Territory, but if any
systematic account was ever kept of this service, we fail to find it.

In October, 1831, Edwin Jerome left Detroit with a surveyin

rty comﬁosed of John Mullet, surveyor,and Utter, Brink an

eck, for that portion of Michigan Territory lying west of Lake
Michigan, now Wisconsin. Their outfit consisted of a French
ny team and a buffalo wagon to carry tent, camp equipage,
lankets, etc. Most of the way to the southeast corner of I?aiee
Michigan they followed a wagon track or an Indian trail, and a
cabin or an Indian hut to lodgein at night; but west of the point
mentioned they found neither road nor inhabitant. They arrived
at Chicago in a terrible rain and ¢ put-up” at the fort. This far-
famed city at that time had but five or six houses, and they were
built of logs. Within a distance of three or four miles of the fort
the land was valued by its owners at 50 cents an acre.

After 23 days’ weary travel through an uninhabited country,
fording and swimming streams and exposed to much rainy weather,
they arrived at Galena, where they commenced their survey, but in
two days the ground froze so deep that further work was abandoned
until the next spring. The day after the memorable Stillman bat-
tle with Black Hawk, while the Mullet party were crossing the
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Blue mounds, they met an Indian half.chief, who had just arrived
from the Menominee camps with the details of the battle. He
stated the slain to be three Indians and 11 whites. The long shak-
ing of hands and the extreme cordiality of this Indian alarmed
Mullet for the safety of his party, but he locked the secret in his
own heart until the next day. They had just completed a town
corner when Mullet, raising himself to his full height, said, *“ Boys,
I’m going in; I’ll not risk my scalp for a few paltry shillings.” This
laconic speech was an electric shock to the whole company. Mr.
Jerome, 1n describing his own sensations, said that the hair of his
head then became as porecupine quills, raising his hat in the air and
himself lfrom the ground; and the top of his head becaimne as sore
as a boil.

July 6, 1834, Gov. Porter died, and the administration devolved
upon the secretary of tne Territory, Stevens T. Mason, during
whose time occurred

TAE % TOLEDO WAR.”

This difficulty was inaugurated by a conflict of the acts of Con-
gress from time to time, made either carelessly or in ignorance of
the Eeography of the West and of the language of former public acts.
Michigan claimed as her southern boundary a line running from
the extreme southern point of Lake Michigan directly east to Lake
Erie, which would include Toledo, an important point, as it was
the principal terminus of the proposed Wabash & Erie canal. This
claim was made by virtue of clauses in the ordinanee of 1787. Ohio,
on the other hand, claimed that the ordinance had been superseded
by the Constitution of the United States, and that Congress had
the right to regulate the boundary; also, that the coustitation of
that State, which had heen accepted by Congrees, described & line
different from that claimed by Michigan. Mr. Woodbridge, the
delegate from Michigan, ably opposed in Congress the claim of
Ohio, and the committee on public lands decided unanimously in
favor of this State; but in the hurry of business no action was
taken by Congress and the question remained oreu.

The claim of Michigan was based principally upon the follow-
ing points: The ordinance of 1787 declares the acts therein con-
tained ¢ articles of compact between the original States and the
people and States in said Territory (northwest of the river Ohio),
and forever to remain unalterable, unless by common consent.”
This ordinance defines the Territory to includeall that region lying
north and northwest of the Ohio and east of' the Mississippi rivers.
In the fifth article it is provided that there shall be formed not less
than three nor more than five States within its limits. The bound-
aries of the three States are defined so as to include the whole Ter-
ritory; conditioned, however, that if it should be found expedient
by Congrese to form the one or two more States mentioned, Con-
gress is anthorized to alter boundaries of the three States “so as
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to form one or two States in that part of the said Territory which
lies north of the east and west line drawn through the southerly
bend or extreme of Lake Michigan.”

In 1802 Congress enabled the people of Ohio to form a constitu-
tion, and in that act the boundary of that State is declared to be
“on the north by an east and west line drawn through the sontherly
extreme of Lake Michigan, running east, after intersecting the due
north line aforesaid from the mouth of the Great Miami, until it
shall intersect Lake Erie, or theTerritorial line, and thence with
the rame through Lake Erie to the Pennsylvania line.” The con-
stitution of Ogio adopted the same line, with this condition:
“ Provided always, and it is hereby fully understood and declared
by this convention, that if the southerly bend or extreme of Lake
Michigan should extend so far south that a line drawn due east
from it should not intersect Lake Erie; or, if it should intersect
Lake Erie east of the mouth of the Miami river, then in that case,
with the assent of Congress, the northern boundary of this State
shall be established by and extend to a direct line running from the
southern extremity of Lake Michigan to the most northerly ca
of the Miami bay, after intersecting the due north line from the
mouth of the Great Miami, as aforesaid, thence northeast of the
Territorial line, and by said Territorial line to the Pennsylvania
line.”

Oongress did not act upon this proviso until 1805, and daring
this interval it seems that Ohio herself did not regard it as a part
of her accepted constitution.

Again, this section of the act of 1802 provides that all that

art of the Territory lying north of this eust and west line ¢ shall
ge attached to and make a part of the Indiana Territory.” Still
agsin, the act of 1805, entitled “an act to divide the Indiana Ter- .
ritory into separate governments,”’ erects Michigan to a separate
Territory, and defines the southern boundary to be “a line drawn
east from the southerly bend or extreme of Lake Michigan until it
intersects Lake Erie.”

The strip of territory in dispute is about five miles wide at the
west end and eight miles at the east end. The line claimed by Mich-
igan was known as the ¢ Fulton line,” and that claimed by Ohio
was known as the *“ Harris line,” from the names of the surveyors.
This territory was valuable for its rich farming land, but its chief
value was deemed to consist at that time in its harbor on the Mau-
mee river, where now stands the city of Toledn, and which was the
eastern terminus of the proposed Wabash & Erie canal. This
place was originally called Swan creek, afterward Port Lawrence,
then Vistula and finally Toledo. The early settlers generally
acknowledged their allegiance to Michigan; but when the canal
became a possibility, and its termination at Toledo being dependent
upon the contingency whether or not it was in Ohio, many of the
inhabitants became desirous of being included within the latter
State. Then disputes grew more violent and the Legislatures of the
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respective commonwealths led off in the fight. In February, 1835,
the Legislature of Ohio passed an act extending the juriediction of the
State over the territory in question, directed local elections to be
held and a re-survey to be made of the Harris line.  Per contra,
Gov. Mason urgedthe Legislative Council of Michigan to take active
measures to counteract the proceedings of the Ohio Legislature; and
accordingly that body passed an act making it a criminal offense
for any one to attempt to exercise any oflicial functions within the
jurisdiction of Michigan without authority from the Territory or the
eneral Government. March 9, 1835, Gov. Mason ordered Gen.
rown to hold the Michigan militia in readiness to meet the enemy
in the field in case an attempt was made by the agents of Ohio to
carry out the provisions of the Legislature of that State. On the
31st Gov. Lucas, of Ohio, arrived at Perrysburg with his commis-
sioners, on his way to re-survey the Harris line. He was accom-
panied by a militia of about 600 men. In ths meantime Gov. Mason
mustered about 1,200 men, with Gen. Brown commanding, and
was in possession of Toledo. In a few days two commissioners
arrived from Washington on a mission of peace, and remonstrated
with Gov. Lucas.  After several conferences with the two Gover-
nors they submitted propositions of a temporary nature, virtually
iving the disputed territory to Ohio until the following session of
ongress, to which Gov. Lucas assented, but Gov. Mason did not.
President Jackson asked the opinion of the attorney general, .Mr.
Butler, who replied in favor of Michigan; notwithstanding; Gov.
Lucas proceeded to order his men to commence the survey, but as
they were passing through Lenawee county the under-sheriff there
-arrested a portion of the party, while the rest ran away like Indix
ans, and spread an exaggerated report of actnal war.  This being
corrected by an amusing official report of the under-sheriff, Gov.
Lucas called an extra session of the Ohio Legislature, which passed
an act “ to prevent the forcible abduction of the citizens of Shio!”
It also adopted measures to organize the county of ¢ Lucas,” with
Toledo as the county-seat, and to carry into effect the laws of the
State over the disputed territory.

In the meantime the Michigan people in and about Toledo busied
themselves in arresting Ohio emissaries who undertook to force the
laws of their State upon Michigan Territory, while Ohio partisans
feebly attempted to retaliate. ~An amusing instance is related of
the arrest of one Major Stickney. He and his whole family fought
valiantly, but were at length overcome by numbers.  The Major
had to be tied on a horseiefore he would ride with the Michigan

0sse to jail. An attempt was then made to arrest a son of the

ajor called “ Two Stickney,” when a serious struggle followed and
the officer was stabbed with a knite. The blood flowed pretty freely,
but the wound did not prove dangerous. This was probably the
only blood shed during the “ war.” The officer let go his hold and
Stickney fled to Ohio. He was indicted by the grand jury of Mon-
roe county, and a requisition was made on the Governor of Ohio
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for his rendition, but the Governor refused to give him up. An
account of this affair reaching the ears of the President, he recom-
mended that Gov. Mason interpose no obstacle to the re-survey of
the Harris line; but the Governor refusing to abide by the * recom-
mendation,” the President superseded him by the appointment of
Charles Shaler, of Pennsylvania, as his successor. e also advised
Gov. Lucas to refrain from exercising any jurisdiction over the dis-
puted territory until Congress should convene and act upon the
matter. This was humiliating to that Governor, and he resolved
to assert the dignity of his State in Toledo in some manner. He
hit upon the plan of ordering a session of court to be held there,
with a regiment of militia for the protection of the judges. Accord-
ingly the judges met on Sunday afternoon, Sept. 6, at Maumee, a
few miles from Toledo. = Some time during the evening a scout
sent out by the colonel returned from Toledo and reported that
1,200 men, under command of Gen. Brown, were in Toledo ready
to demolish court, soldiers and all; but this report turned out to be
false. During the scare, however, the judges hesitated to proceed
to Toledo, and the colonel of the regiment upbraided them for their
cowardice, and proposed to escort them with his militia during the
dead of night to a certain school-house in Toledo, where they might

throngi the form of holding court a few minutes in safety.
iobont three o’clock Monday morning they arrived at the desig-
nated place and * held court >’ aboat two minutes and then fled for
dear life back to Maumee! Thus was the “ honor and dignity ” of
the great State of Ohio “ vindicated over all her enemies|”

ADMINISTRATION OF GOV. HORNER.

It appears that Mr. Shaler did not accept the governorship of
Michigan, and John 8. Horner, of Virginia, was soon afterward
appointed secretary and Acting Governor. He proved to be rather
unpopular with the people of Michigan, and the following May he
was appointed secretary of Wisconsin Territory. He carried on a
lengthy correspondence with Gov. Lucas, which resulted in a dis-
continuance of all the sunits that had grown out of the Toledo war
except the demand for Two Stickney. Gov. Lucas persisted in refus-
ing to deliver him up; but it seems that finally no serious trouble
came of the affair.

The first Monday in October, 1835, the people of Michigan
ratified the constitution and by the same vote elected a full set of
State officers. Stevens T. Mason was elected Governor, Edward
Mundy, Lieutenant-Governor, and Isaac E. Crary, Represenative in
Congress. The first Legislature under the constitution was held at
Detroit, the capital, on the first Monday in November, and John
Norvell and Lucius Lyon were elected U. S. Senators. A regular
election was also held underthe Territorial law for delegate to Con-
gress, and Geo. W.Jones, of Wisconsin, received the certificate of
election, although it is said that Wm. Woodbridge received the high-
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est number of votes. John S. Horner, the Territorial Governor,
was still in office here, and this singunlar mixtnre of Territorial and
State government continued until the following June, when Con-

ress formally admitted Michigan into the Union as a State and
%orner was sent to Wisconsin, as before noted. This act of
Congress conditioned that the celebrated strip of territory over
which the quarrel had been so violent and protracted, should be given
to Ohio, and that Michigan might have as a compensation the
upper peninsula. That section of country was then known only as’
a barren waste, containing some copper, no one knew how much.
Of course this decision by Congress was unsatisfactory to the peo-
ple of this State. This was the third excision of territory from

ichigan, other clippings having been made in 1802 and 1816.
In the former year more than a thousand sqnare miles was given to
Ohio, and in the latter year nearly 1,200 square miles wae given to
Indiana. Accordingly, Gov. Mason convened the Legislature July
11, 1836, to act on the proposition of Congress. The vote stood 21
for acceptance and 28 for rejection. Three delegates were appointed
to repair to Washington, to co-operate with the representatives
there for the general interest of the State: but before Congress was
brought to final action on the matter, other conventions were held
in the State to hasten a decision. An informal one held at Ann
Arbor Dec. 14 unanimously decided to accept the proposition of
Congress and let the disputed strip of territory go to Ohio, and
théreupon Jan. 26, 1837, Michigan was admitted into the Union
on an equal footing with the original States.

. . MICHIGAN A8 A STATE.

A State! This word contains avast amount of meaning. Before a
community becomes a State, there is comparatively a dead level of
homogeneity, the history of which consists simply of a record of
independent or disconnected events, as Indian wars, migration, etec.;
but when a people so far advance in civilization that they must

“organize, like the plant and animal kingdoms, they must assume
% organs,” having functions; and the more civilized and dense the
pulation, the more numerous and complicated these organs must
g:come,—to use the language of modern biology, the more the
organism must “ differentiate.” : '

Correspondingly, the history of Michigan, up to its organization
as 8 State, like that of all our Territories, is almost a disconnected
series of events; but on assuming the character of a State, its organs
and fonctions multiply, becoming all the while more and more

ﬁ'}, pendent upon one another. To follow up the history of the
the offictherefore, with the same proportional fullness as we do its
but the wip! epoch, would swell the work toscores or hundreds of
only blood for the compiler would be obliged to devote at first a
Stickney fle®Re feature, say the educational, and .then soon divide

roe county, ahto the various departments of the educational work of
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the State, devoting a volume to each, and then subdivide, taking
each local institution by itself, and subdivide still farther,and so on
ad infinitum, devoting a volume to each movement in the career
of every institution.

As it is therefore impracticable to preserve the proportion of
history to the end, the writer .is obliged to generalize more and
more as he approaches the termination of any selected epoch in the
progress of a growing organism. Accordingly, from this point
onward in the history of Michigan, we will treat the snbject mat-
ter mainly by topics, commencing with an outline of the several
gubernatorial administrations. .

THE ADMINISTRATIONS.

Stevens T. Mason was the first Governor of this State, having
been elected (Governor of the State prospectively) in 1835, as before
noted, and he held the office until January, 1840. This State, at
the time of its admission into the Union, had a population of about
200,000; its area was about 40,000 square miles, which was di-
vided into 36 counties.

Nearly the first act passed by the Legislature was one for the
organization and support of common schools. Congress had already
set apart one section of land in every township for this purpose,
and the new State properly appreciated the boon. In March of
the same year (1837) another act was passed establishing the
University of Michigan, of which institution we speak more fully on
subsequent pages. This Legislature also appropriated $20,000 for
a geological survey, and appointed Dr. Douglass IToughton State
geologist, For the encouragement of internal improvements, a
board of seven commissioners was appointed, of which the Gov-
ernor was made president. 'This board authorized several surveys
for railroads. Three routes were surveyed through the State, which
eventually became, respectively, the Michigan Central, the Mich-
igan Southern, and the Detroit & Milwaukee. The latter road,
however, was originally intended to have Port Huron for its east-
ern terminus. The next year appropriations were made for the
survey of the St. Joseph, Kalamazoo and Grand rivers, for the
purpose of improving the navigation.

In 1839 the militia of the State was organized, and eight divisions,
with two brigades of two regiments each, were provided for. This
year, also, the State prison at Jackson was completed. Nearly
30,000 pupils attended the common eschools this year, and for school
purposes over $18, 000 was appropriated. Agriculturally, the State
yielded that year 21,944 bushels of rye, 1,116,910 of oats, 6,422 of
buckwheat, 43,826 pounds of flax, 524 of hemp, 89,610 head of cat-
tle,14,059 head of horses, 22,684 head of sheep and 109,096 of swine.

Gov. William Woodbridge was the chief executive from January,
1840, to February, 1841, when he resigned to accept a seat in the
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U.S. Senate. J. Wright Gordon was Lieut.-Governor, and became
Acting Governor on the resignation of Gov.Woodbridge.

During the administration of these men, therailroad from Detroit
to Ann Arbor, a distance of 40 miles, was completed; branches of
the University were established at Detroit, Pontiac, Monroe, Niles,
Kalamazoo, Grand Rapids, Jackson, White Pigeon and Tecumseh.
The material growth of the State continued to increase, propor-
tionally more rapidly than even the population, which now amounted
to about 212,000.

John 8. Barry succeeded Gov. Gordon in the executive chair,
serving from 1841 to 1845. In 1842 the university was opened
for the reception of students, and the number of pupils attending
the common schools was officially reported to be nearly 58,000. In
1843 a land office was established at Marshall, for the whole State.
In 1844 the taxable property of the State was found to be in value
$28,554,282, the tax being at the rate of two mills on the dollar.
The expenses of the State were only $70,000, while the income
from the two railroads was nearly $300,000. In 1845 the number
of inhabitants in the State had increased to more than 300,000.

Alpheus Felch served as Governor from 1845 to 1847. During
his time the two railroads belouging to the State were sold to pri-
vate corporations,—the Central for $2,000,000, and the Southern
for $500,000. The exporte of the State amounted in 1846 to §4,647,-
608. The total capacity of vessels enrolled in the collection dis-
trict at Detroit waa 26,928 tons, the steam vessels having 8,400 and
the sailing vessels 18,528 tons, the whole giving employment to
18,000 seamen. In 1847 there were 39 counties in the State, con-
taining 435 townships; and 275 of these townships were supplied
with good libraries, containing in the aggregate 37.000 volumes.

In the spring of 1846, on the account of northern and eastern
immigration into Texas, with tastes and habits different fromn the
native Mexicans, a war was precipitated between the United States
and Mexico; and for the prosecution of this war Michigan fur-
nished a regiment of volunteers, commanded by Thomas W. Stock-
ton, and one independent company, incurring a total expense of
about $10,500. arch 3, 1847, Gov. Felch resigned to accept a
seat in the U. S. Senate, when the duties of his office devolved upon
Wm. L. Greenly, under whose administration the Mexican war
was closed.

There are few records extant of the action of Michigan troops in
the Mexican war. That many went there and fought well are
pointe conceded; but their nawnes and country of nativity are hid-
den away in U. S. archives where it is almost impossible to find
them.

The soldiers of this State deserve much of the credit of the
memorable achievements of Co. K, 3d Dragoons, and Cos. A, E,
and G of the U. S. Inf. The two former of these companies, re-
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cruited in this State, were reduced to one-third their original num-
ber.

In May, 1846, our Governor was notified by the War Department
of the United Stafes to enroll a regiment of volunteers, to be held
in readiness for service whenever demanded. At his summons 13
independent volnnteer companies, 11 of infantry and two of cav-
alry, at once fell into line. Of the infantry four companies were
from Detroit, bearing the honored names of Montgomery, Lafay-
ette, Scott and Brady upon their banners. Of the remainder
Monroe tendered two, Lenawee county three, St. Clair, Berrien and
Hillsdale each one, and Wayne county an additional company.
Of these alone the veteran Bradys were accepted and or(s)ered
into service. Inaddition to them 10 companies, making the First
Regiment of Michigan Volanteers, springing from various parts of
the State, but embodying to a great degree the material of which
the first volunteers was formed, were not called for until October
following. This regiment was soon in readiness and proceeded to
the seat of war.

Epaphroditus Ransom was Governor from 1847 to November,
1849. During his administration the Asylum for the Insane was
established at Kalamazoo, and also the Institute for the Blind, and
the Deaf and Dumb, at Flint. Both these institntions were liber-
ally endowed with lands, and each entrusted to a board of five
trustees. March 31, 1848, the first telegraph line was completed
from New York to Detroit.

John S. Barry, elected Governor of Michigan for the third time,
succeeded Gov. Ransom, and his term expired in November, 1851.
While he was serving this term a Normal school was established at
Ypsilanti, which was endowed with lands, placed in charge of a
Board of Education, consisting of six persons; a new State con-
stitution was adopted, and the great ¢ railroad conspiracy ” case
was tried. This originated in a number of lawless depredations
upon the progerty of the Michigan Central Railroad Company, ter-
minating with the burning of their depot at Detroit in 1850. The
next year 37 men were brought to trial, and 12 of them were con-
victed. The prosecution was conducted by Alex. D. Fraser, of
Detroit, and the conspirators were defended by Wm. H. Seward, of
New York. Jud arner Wing presided.

Robert McClelland followed Barry as Governor, serving until
March, 1853, when he resigned to accept the position of Secretary
of the Interior, in the cabinet of President Pierce. Lieut.-Gov.
Andrew Parsons consequently became Acting Governor, his term
expiring in November, 1854.

}I)n the snring of 1834, during the administration of Acting Gov.
Parsons, the ¢ Republican party,” at least as a State organization,
was first formed in the United States * under the oaks ” at Jackson,
by anti-slavery men of both the old parties. Great excitement
prevailed at this time, occasioned by the settling of Kansas and
the issue thereby brought up whether slavery should exist there.

P
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For the purpose of permitting slaver{ there, the ¢ Missouri com-
promise ” (which limited slavery to the south of 36° 30') was re.
pealed, under the lead of Stephen A. Douglas. -This was repealed
by a bill admitting Kansas and Nebraska into the Union as Terri-
tories, and those who were opposed to this repeal measure were
in short called ¢‘ anti-Nebraska > men. The epithets “ Nebraska’’
and “anti-Nebraska ” were temporarily employed to designate the
slavery and anti-slavery parties, pending the dissolution of the old
Democratic and Whig parties and the organization of the new
Democratic and Republican parties. At the next State election
Kinsley S. Bingham was elected by the Republicans Governor of
Michigan, and this State has ever since then been under Republi-
can control, the State officers of that party being elected by major-
ities ranging from 5,000 to 55,000. And the people of this State
generally, and the Republicans in particular, claim that this com-
monwealth has been as well taken care of since 1855 as any State
in the union, if not better, while preceding 1855 the Democrats
zdministered the government as well as any other State, if not
etter.

As a single though signal proof of the high standard of Michi-
gan among her sister States, we may mention that while the taxes
in the New England States, New York, New Jersey and Pennsyl-
vania average $10.09 per capita, while in Massachusetts the average
is $17.10 per inhabitant, and while in the West the average is
$6.50, in Michigan it is only $4.57. At the same time it is gen-
erally believed even by the citizens of sister States, that Michigan
is the best governed commonwealth in the Union.

Kinsley S. Bingham was Governor trom 1854 to 1858. The
most notable event during his administration was the completion of
the ship canal at the falls of St. Mary, May 26, 1855. An act of
Congress was approved, granting to the State of Michigan 750,000
acres of land for the purpose of constructing this canal. The
“sanlt,” or rapids, of the St. Mary, have a fall of 17 feet in one
mile. The canal is one mile long, 100 feet wide and about 12 feet
deep. It has two locks ofsolid masonry. The work was commenced
in 1853 and finished in May, 1855, at a cost of $999,802. This is
one of the most important internal improvements ever made in the
State. '

Moses Wisner was the next Governor of Michigan, serving from
1858 to November, 1860, at which time Abraham Lincoln was
elected President of the United States. National themes began to
grow exciting, and Michigan affairs were almost lost in the warring
elements of strife that convulsed the nation from center to circum-
ference with a life-and-death struggle.

Austin Blair was the 13th Governor of Michigan, serving during
the perilons times of rebellion from 1861 to 1865, and by his patri-
otic and faithful execution of law and prompt aid of the general
Government, earning the well deserved title of “the War Gov-
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ernor.” The particulars of the history of this State in connection
with that war we will reserve for the next section.

Henry H. Crapo encceeded Gov. Blair, serving one term. He
was clected during the dark hours just before the close of the war,
when he found the political sky overcast with the most ominous
cloudsof death and debt. The bonded debt of the State was $3,-
541,149.80, with a balance in the treasury of $440,047.29. In the
single year just closed the State had cxpended $823,216.75, and by
the close of the first year of his term this indebtedness had increased
more than $400,000 more. But the wise administration of this
Governbr began materially to reduce the debt and at the same time
fill the treasury. The great war closed during the April after his
election, and he faithfully carried out theline of policy inaugurated
by Lis predecessor. The other prominent events during his time
of office are systematically interwoven with the history of the vari-
ous institutions of the State, and they will be found under heads in
their respective places.

Henry P. Baldwin was Governor two terins, namely, from January,
1868, to the close of 1872. The period of his administration was a
prosperous one for the State. In 1869 the taxable valuation of real
and personal property in the State amounted to $400,000,000, and
in 1871 it excceded $630,000,000.

During Gov. Baldwin’s time a step was taken to alter the State
constitution so as to enable counties, townships, cities and incorpo-
rated villages, in their corporate capacity, to aid in the construction
of railroads. Bonds had been issned all over the State by these mu-
nicipalities in aid of railroads, under laws which had been enacted
bg' the Legislatare at five different sessions, but a case coming before
the Supreme Court involving the constitutionality of these laws,
the Ben:h decided that the laws were unconstitational, and thus the
railroads were left to the mercy of “soul-less” corporations. Gov.
Baldwin, in this emergency, called an extra session of the Legisla-
ture, which submitted the desired constitutional amendment to the
people; but it was by them defeated in November, 1870.

The ninth census having been officially published, it became the
duty of the States in 1872 to make a re-apportionment of districts
for the purpose of representation in Congress. Since 1863 Michi-
gan had had six representatives, but the census of 1870 entitled it
to nine.

During the last two years of Gov. Baldwin’s administration the
preliminary measures for building & new State capitol engrossed
much of his attention. His wise connsels concerning this much-
needed new building werec generally adopted by the Legislature,
which was convened in extra session in March, 1872.

Awmple provision having been made for the payment of the funded
debt of the State by setting apart some of the trust-fund receipts,
and such portion of the specific taxes as were not required for the
payment of interest on the public debt, the one-eighth mill tax for
the sinking fund was abolished in 1870.
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The fall of 1871 is noted for the many destructive conflagrations
in the Northwest, including the great Chicago fire. Several villages
in this State were either wholly or partially consnmed, and much
property was burned up nearly all over the country. This wasdue
to the excessive dryness of the season. In this State alone nearly
3.000 families, or about 18,000 persons, were rendered houseless
and deprived of the necessaries of life. Relief committees were
organized at Detroit, Grand Rapids and elsewhere, and in a short
time $462,106 in money and about $250,000 worth of clothing were
forwarded to the sufferers. Indeed, so generous were the people
that they would have given more than was necessary had they not
been intormed by the Governor in a proclamation that a sufficiency
had been raised.

The dedication of the soldiers’ and sailors’ monument at Detroit,
April 9, 1872, was a notable eventin Gov. Baldwin’s time. This
grand stroctare was designed by Randolph Rogers,formerly of Michi-
gan, and one ot the most eminent of American sculptors now living.
The money to defray the expenses of this undertaking was raised by
subscription, and persons in all parts of the State were most liberal
in their contribntions. The business was managed by an associa-
tion incorporated in 1868. The monument is 46 feet high, and is
surmounted by a colossal statne of Michigan in bronze, 10 feet in
height. She is represented as a semi-civilized Indian queen, with
a sword in her right hand and a shield in her left. The dedicatory
lines in front are: “ Erected by the people of Michigan, in honor
of the martyrs who fell and the heroes who fought in defense of
liberty and union.”” On the monument are many beauntiful designs.
At the unveiling there was & large concourse of people from all

arts of the State, and the address was delivered by ex-Governor
lair.

John J. Bagley succeeded to the governorship Jan. 1, 1873, and
served two terms. During his administration the new capitol was
principally built, which is a larger and better structure for the

- money than perhaps any other public building in the United States.
Under Gov. Bagley’s counsel and administration the State pros-
pered in all its departments. The Legislature of 1873 made it the
duty of the Governor to appoint a commission to revise the State
constitution, which duty he performed to the satisfaction of all
parties, and the commission made thorough work in revising the
fandamental laws of this commonwealth.

Charles M. Croswell was next the chief executive of this State,
exercising the functions of the office for two successive terms,
1877-’81. During his administration the public debt was greatly
reduced, a policy adopted requiring State institutions to keep
within the limit of appropriations, laws enacted to provide more
effectually for the punishment of corruption and bribery in elec-
tions, the State House of Correction at Ionia and the Eastern
Asylum for the Insane at Pontiac were opened, and the new capi-
tol at Lansing was completed and occupied. The first act of his
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second term was to preside at the dedication of this building. The
great riot of 1877 centered at Jackson. During those two or
three fearful days Gov. Croswell was in his office at Lansing, in
correspondence with members of the military department in differ-
ent parts of the State, and within 48 hours from the moment when
the danger became imminent the rioters found themselves sur-
rounded by a military force ready with ball and cartridge for their
annihilation. Were it not for this promptness of the Governor
there would probably have been a great destruction of property, if
not also of life. '

At this date (Febrnary, 1881), Hon. David H. Jerome has just
assnmed the duties of the executive chair, while all the machinery
of the Government is in good running orderand the people gener-.
ally are prosperous.

WAR OF THE REBELLION. .
As soon as the President called for troops to suppress the Rebel-
lion in April, 1861, the loyal people of the Peninsular State

romptly responded and furnished the quota assigned.  Austin

lair, a man peculiarly fitted for the place during the emergency,
was (Governor, and John Robertson, Adjutant General. The people
of Michigan have ever since been proud of the record of these two
men during the war, but this does not exclude the honor due all the
numble soldiery who obediently exposed their lives in defense of
the eommon country. Michigan has her full share of thie buried
dead in obscure and forgotten places all over the Sonth as well as
in decent cemeteries throughout the North. It was Michigan men
that captured Jeff. Davis, namely: the 4th Cavalry, under Col. B.
F. Pritchard; and it was Michigan men that materially aided in the
snccessful capture of Wilkes Booth, the assassin of the martyred
Lincoln.

The census of this State for 1860 showed a population of 751,-
110. The number of able-bodied men capable of military service
was estimated in official documents of that date at 110,000. At the
same time the financial embarrassment of the State was somewhat
serious, and the annual tax of $226,250 was deemed a grievous bur-
den. DBnut such was the patriotism of the people that by Dec. 23,
1862, an aggregate of 45,569 had gone to battle, besides 1,400 who
had gone into other States and recruited. By the end of the war
Michigan had sent to the front 90,747, or more than fonr-fifths the
estimated number of able-bodied men at the beginning!

PUBLIC-SCHOOL SYSTEM.

Michigan has as good a public-school system as can be found
anywhere in the Union. Ever since 1785 the acts of Congress, as
well as the acts of this State since its organization, have encouraged
nonular education by land grants and liberal appropriations of

o
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money. The 18th section of each township was early placed in the
custody of the State for common-school purposes, and all the pro-
ceeds of the sale of school lands go into the perpetnal fund. In
1342 the superintendent. of public instruction reported a dis.
crepancy of over $22,000 in the funds, owing to imperfect records,
probably, rather than dishonesty of officials. Sept. 30, 1878, the
rrimar{'-school fund amonntéd to $2,890,090.73, and the swamp-
and school fund to $361,237.20.

The qualification of teachers and the supervision of schools were
for many years in the hands of a board of three inspectors, then
the county superintendency system was adopted for many years,
and since 1875 the township system has been in vogue. The
township Board of School Inspectors now consists of the township
clerky one elected inspector and a township superintendent of
schools. The latter officer licenses the teachers and visits the
schools. '

In 1877 the school children (5 to 20 years of age) numbered
469,504 ; the average number of months of school, 7.4; number of

raded schools, 295; number of school-houses, 6,078, valued at

9,190,175; amount of two-mill tax, $492,646.94; district taxes,
$2,217,961; total resources for the year, $3,792,129.59; totai
expenditures, $3,179,976.06.

STATE UNIVERSITY.

By an act of Congress in 1804, a township of land was to be
reserved in the territory now constituting the lower peninsula  for
the use of seminaries of learning;’’ but-the most of this reservation
in 1841 went to a Catholic institution at Detroit. In 1824, through
the exertions of Austin E. Wing, delegate to Congress, Gov. Wood- .
bridge and others, a second township was granted, with permission
to select the sections in detached localities, and about this time
Judge Woodward devised that novel and extensive scheme for
the “ catholepistemiad,” elsewhere referred to in this volume. In
1837 the Legislature established the University at Ann Arbor, and
appropriated the 72 sections to its benefit; 916 acres of this land
were located in what is now the richest part of Toledo, O., from
which the University finally realized less than $18,000!

But the State in subsequent years made many liberal appropria-
tions to this favorite institution, until it has become the greatest seat
of learning west of New England, if not in all America. Itis a
part of the public.school system of the State, as tuition is free, and
pupils graduating at the high schools are permitted to enter the
freshman class of the collegiate department. It now has an average
attendance of 1,200 to 1,400 students, 450 of whom are in the college
proger. In 1879 there were 406 in the law department, 329 in the
medical, 71 in pharmacy, 62 in dental surgery and 63 in the homeo-
Pathic department. There are over 50 professors and teachers.
The University is under the control of eight regents, elected by the
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people, two every second year. Rev. Henry B. Tappan, D. D.,
was president from 1832 to 1863, then Erastus O. Haven, D. D.,
LL. D., to 1869, then Prof. H. S. Frieze (acting) until 1871, since
which time the reins have been held by Hon. James B. Angell,
LL. D.

The value of the buildings and grounds was estimated in 1879
at $319,000, and the personal property at $250,000.

STATE NORMAL SCHOOL.

John D. Pierce, the first superintendent of public instruetion, in
his first report to the Legislature, urged the importance of a normal
school. In this enterprise he was followed by his successors in office
until 1849, when Ira Mayhew was State Superintendent, and the
Legislature appropriated 72 sections of land for the purpose; and
among the points competing for the location of the school, Y psi-
lanti won, and in that place the institution was permanently located.
The building was completed and dedicated with appropriate cere-
monies Oct. 5, 1852; next year the Legislature appropriated $7,000
in money, for expenses. rof. A. S. V%elch, now President of Iowa
Agricultural College, was elected the first principal. In October,
1859, the building with contents was burned, and a new buildin
was immediately erected. In 1878 the main building was enlarge
at an expense of $43,347. This enlargement was 88x90 feet, and
has a hall capable of seating 1,200 persons. The value of" buildings
aud other property at the present time is estimated at $111,100.
Number of students, 616, including 144 in the primary depart-
ment.

Each member of the Legislatare is authorized by the Board of
Education to appoint two students from his district who may attend
one year freeof tuition; otherstndents pay $10 perannum. Grad-
nates of this school are entitled to teach in this State without re-ex-
amination by any school officer.

AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE.

The Michigan Agricultural College owes its establishment to a
rovision of the State constitution of 1850. Article 13 says, “ The
£egislature shall, as soon as practicable, provide for the establish-
ment of an agricultural school.” For the purpose of carrying into
practice this provision, legislation was commenced in 1855, and the
act required that the school should be within 10 miles of Lansing,
and that not more than $15 an acre should be paid for the farm and
college grounds. The college was opened to students in May, 1857,
the first of existing agricultural colleges in the United States.
Until the spring of 1861 it was under the control of the State Board
of Edncation; since that time it has been under the managewment
of the State Board of Agriculture, created for the purpose.
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In its essential features of combining study and labor, and of
uniting general and professional studies in its course, the college
has remained virtually unchan from the first. It has had a
steady growth in number of students, in means of illustration and
efficiency of instruction.

An act of Congress, approved July 2, 1862, donated to each State
public lands to the amount of 30,000 acres for each of its Senators
and Reprerentatives in Congress, according to the census of 1860,
for the endowment, support and maintenaunce of at least one college
where the leading object should be, without excluding other scien-
tific and classical studies, and including military tactics, to teach
such branches of learning as are related to agriculture and the
mechanic arts. The Legislature accepted this grant and bestowed
it upon the Agricultural College. By its provisions the college has
received 235,673.87 acres of land. These lands have been placed in
market, and about 74.000 acres sold, yielding a fund of $237,174,
the interest of which at seven per cent. is applied to the support of
the college. The sale is under the direction of the Agricultural
Land Grant Board, consisting of the Governor, Auditor General,
Secretary of State, State Treasurer, Attorney General and Commis-
sioner of the State Land Office.

The Agricultural College is three miles east of Lansing, com-
prising several fine buildings; gnd there are also very beautiful,
substantial residences for the professors. There are also an exten-
sive, well-filled green-house, a very large and well-equipped chemi-
cal laboratory, one of the most scientific apiaries in the United
States, a general museum, a musenm of mechanical inventions,
another of vegetable products, extensive barns, piggeries, ete., etc.,
in fine trim for the purposes designed. The farm consists of 676
acres, of which about 300 are under cultivation in a systematic
rotation of crops.

OTHER COLLEGES.

At Albion is a flourishing college under the control of the
Methodist Episcopal Church. The grounds comprise about 15
acres. There are three college buildings, each three.stories high,
having severally the dimensions of 46 by 80, 40 by 100, and 47 %)y
80 feet. Theattendance in 1878 was 205. Tuition in the prepara-
tory and collegiate studies is frec. The faculty comprises nine
members. The value of property about $85.000.

Adrian College was established by the Wesleyan Methodists in
1859, now under the control of the * Methodist Church.” The
grounds contain about 20 acres. There are four buildings, capable
of accommodating about 225 students. Attendance in 1875 was
179; total number of graduates for previous years, 121; 10 profes-
sors and teachers are emaployed. Exclusive of the endowment fund
($80,000), the assets of the institution, including grounds, build-
ings, furniture, apparatus, musical instruments, outlying lands,
etc., amount to more than $137,000.
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Hope College, at Holland, is under the patronage of the Dutch
Reformed Church. It was begun in 1851,an({) in cunuection with the
ordinary branches of learning, it has a theological department. In
1877 it had 10 professors and teachers and 110 pupils. Up to 1875
there had graduated, in the preparatory department, begun in 1863,
95; in the academic, beginning in 1866, 53; and in the theological,
beginning in 1869, 24. gVa.lne of real estate, $25,000; of other prop-
erty, above incumbrance, about $10,000; the amount of endow-
ment paid in is about $56,000.

Kalamazoo College, headed by Baptists, is situated on a five-acre
lot of ground, and the property is valued at $35,000; investments,
$88,000. There are six members of the faculty, and in 1878 there
were 169 pupils.

Hilledale College was established in 1855 by the Free Baptists.
The “ Michigan Central College,” at Spring Arbor, was incorpo-
rated in 1845. It was kept in operation until it was merged into
the present Hillsdale College. The site comprises 25 acres, beauti-
fully situated on an eminence in the western part of the city of
Hillsdale. The large and imposing building first erected was
nearly destroyed by gre in 1874, and in its place five buildings of
a more modern style have been erected. They are of brick,
three stories with basement, arranged on three sides of a guad-
rangle. Their size is, respectively, 80 by 80, 48 by 72, 48 by 79,
80 by 60, 52 by 72, and they contain one-half more room than the
original building. Ex-Lieut.-Gov. E. B. Fairfield was the first

resident. The present president is Rev. D. W. C. Durgin, D. D. |
hole number of grdduates up to 1878, 375; number of stndents
in all departments, 506; number of professors and instructors, 15;
roductive endowment, about $100,000; buildings and grounds,
880,000; library, 6,200 volumes.

Olivet College, in Eaton county, is a lively and thorough literary
and fine-art institution, under the joint anspices of the Presbyterian
and Congregational denominations. Valne of buildings and
grounds, about $85,000. Fourteen professors and teachers are em-
ployed, and the attendance in 1878 was 190, the sexes in about
equal proportion. There are five departments, namely: the colle-
giate, }])re ratory, normal, music and art.

Battle Creek College, conducted by the Seventh-Day Adventists,
was established in 1874, with four departments, 11 professors and
teachers, and an attendance of 289. It is practically connected
with a large health institution, where meat and medicines are
eschewed. In 1878 there were 15 instructors and 478 students.
Special attention is paid to hygiene and hygienic medication.

Grand Traverse College was opened at Benzonia in 1863, as the
result of the efforts of Rev. Dr. J. B. Walker, a prominent divine
of the Congregational Church. The friends of this institution
have met with serious discouragements: their lands have not risen
in value as anticipated and they have sunffered a heavy loss from
fire; but the college has been kept open to the present time, with
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an average of 70 pupils. The curriculam, however, has so far been
only * preparatory.” The land is valued at $25,000, and the build-
ings, etc., $6,000. The school has done a good work in qualifying
teachers tor the public schools.

Besides the foregoing colleges, there are the German-American
Seminary in Detroit, & Catholic seminary at Monroe, the Michigan
Female Seminary at Kalamazoo, the Military Academy at Orchard
Lake, near Pontiac, and others.

OHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS.

No State in the union takes better care of her poor than does

Michigan. For a number of years past, especially under the
administrations of Govs. Bagley and Croswell, extraordinary efforts
have been made to improve and bring to perfection -the appoint-
ments for the poor and dependent.
" According to the report of the IBoard of State Commissioners
for the general supervision of charitable, penal, pauper and reform-
atory institutions for 1876, the total number in poor-houses of the
State was 5,282. For the five years preceding, the annual rate of
increase was .four times greater than the increase of population
during that period; but that was an exceptionally “hard >’ time.
The capacity of the public heart, however, was equal to the occa-
sion, and took such measures as were effectual and almost beyond
criticism for the care of the indigent.

At the head of the charity department of the State stands
THE STATE PUBLIC SCHOOL.

In the year 1870 a commission appointed by the Governor for
that purpose, visited many of the poor-houses in the State, and
found a large number of children in them under 16 years of age,
indiscriminately associated with idiots, maniacs, prostitutes and
vagrants. Their report recommended the classification of ‘paupers»
and especially, that children in the county houses, under 16 years,
should be placed in a State school. The act establishing the school
was passed in 1871, in conformity with the recommendation. As
amended in 1873,it provides, in substance, that there shall be received
as pupils in such school all neglected and dependent children that
are over four and under 16 years of age, and that are in sunitable
condition of body or mind to receive instruction, especially those
maintained in the county poor-houses, those who have been deserted
by their parents, or are orphans, or whose parents have been con-
victed of crime. It is declared to be the object of the act to pro-
vide for such children temporary homes only, until homes can be
procured for them in families. The plans comprehend the ulti-
mate care of all children of the class deseribed, and it is made
unlawful to retain sach children in poor-houses when there is room
for them in the State Public School. Dependent orphans and half
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orphans of deceased soldiers and sailors have the preference of
admission should there be more applications than room. Provi.
sion is made for perserving a record of the parentage and history
of each child. '

The general supervision of the school is delegated to a Board of
Control, consisting of three members, who are appointed by the
Governor, with the advice and consent of the Senate. The Board
appoints the superintendent, officers and teachers of the school.
One officer is appointed to look up homes for the children, to
apprentice them, and to keep a general oversight of them by visita.-
tion or correspondence. To complete the work of this institution,
an agent is appointed in each county.

The internal government of this school is that known as the
“family > and ¢ congregate” combined, the families consisting of
about 30 members each, and being under the care of “ cottage
managers,”’ ladies whom the children call * aunties,” and who are
supposed to care for the children as mnothers. Each child of suffi-
cient years is expected to work three hours every day; some work
on the farm, some in the dining-room and kitchen, while others
make shoes, braid straw hats, make théir own clothing, work in the
bakery, engine room, laundry, ete. They are required to attend
school three to five hours a day, according to their ages, and the
school hours are divided into sessions to accommodate the work.

The buildings, 10 in namber, comprise a main building, eight
cottages and a hospital, all of brick. The buildings are steam
heated, lighted with gas and have good bathing facilities. There
are 41 acres of landg in connection with the school, and the total
value of all the property is about 150,000, furnishing accommoda-
tions for 240 children.

STATE REFORM S8CHOOL.

This was established at Lansing in 1855, in the northeastern por-
tion of the city, as the “ House of Correction for Juvenile Offend-
ers,”’ having about it many of the features of a prison. In 1859
the name was chanfed to “ The State Reform School.”” The gov-
ernment and discipline have undergone many and radical changes
until all the prison features have been removed except those that
remain in the walls of the original structure, and which remain
only as monuments of instructive history. No bolts, bars or guards
are employed. The inmates are necessarily kept under the surveil-
lance of officers, but the attempts at escape are much fewer than
under the more rigid regime of former days. This school is for the
detention, education and reformation of boys between the ages of
eight and 16 years, who are convicted of light offenses.

he principal building is four-stories high, including basement,
and has an extreme length of 246 feet, the center a depth of 48
feet, and the wings a depth of 33 feet each. Besides, there are two
“family houses,”” where the more tractable and less vicious boys
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form a kind of family, as distingunished from the coniregabe life of
the institution proper. The boys are required to work a half a day
and attend school a half aday. A farm of 328 acres belonging to
the school furnishes work for many of the boys during the working
season. Some are employed in making clothing and shoes for the
inmates. The only shop-work now carried on is the cane-seating
of chairs; formerly, cigars were manufactured here somewhat exten-
sively. There is no contract labor, but all the work is done by the
institution itself.

The number of inmates now averages about 200, and are taken
care of by a superintendent and assistant, matron and assistant, two
overseers and six teachers.

INSTITUTION FOR THE DEAF AND DUMB, AND THE BLIND.

This is located at Flint, 60 miles nearly northwest of Detroit.
The act establishing it was passed in 1848, and the school was first
opened in 1854, in a leased building. It is & school in common for
deaf mutes and the blind, rather from motives of economy than
from any relation which the two classes bear to one another.
The bnildings were commenced in 1853. The principal ones now
are: front building, 43 by 72 feet, with east and west wings, each
28 by 60 feet; center building, 40 by 60, and east and west wings,
each 50 by 70 feet; main school building, 52 by 54, with two
wings, each 25 by 60 feet. All of these buildings are four stories
high ; center of the front building is five stories, including base-
ment. There are also a boiler and engine house, barns, ete., ete.
The total valne of the buildings is estimated at $358,045, and of
the 88 acres of land occupied, $17,570.

The number of inmates has increased from 94 in 1865 to 225
in 1875. Including the principal, there are 10 teachers employed
in the deaf and dumb department, and four in the blind, besides
the matron and her assistants. Tuition and board are free to all
resident subjects of the State, and the trustees are authorized to
assist indigent subjects in the way of clothing, etc., to the amount
of $40 a year. An annual census of all deat mutes and blind per-
sons in the State is officially taken and reported to the overseers
of the poor, who are to see that these unfortunate members of the
human family are properly cared for.

ASYLUM FOR THE INSANE, AT KALAMAZOO.

This institution was established in 1848, and now consists of two
departments, one for males and the other for females. The capacity
of the former is 280 and of the latter 300 patients. In their general
construction both buildings are arranged in accordance with the
principles laid down by the Association of Medical Superintendents
of American Institutions for the Insane. The buildings are of
brick, with stone trimmings, and are very substantial, as well as
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beautiful. The entire cost of both buildings, with all the anxiliary
structures, and 195 acres of land, is abont $727,173.90. The
buildings were constructed during the war and iinmediately after-
ward. The asylom was opened in 1859 for the care of patients,
and up to Oect. 1, 1875, there had been expended for the care and
maintenance of patients, exclusive of the cost of construction,
$994,711.32. Indigent patients are received and treated at the
.asylnm at the.expense of the counties to which they belong,on the -
certification of the county authorities, the average cost of main-
tenance being abont §4.124 per week. Pay patients are received
when there is.room for them, the minimum price of board being
85 per week.

EASTERN ASYLUM FOR THE INSANE, AT PONTIAC.

These large, beautiful and very modern structures are located
upon a farm of upward of' 300 acres, and were erected in 1873-6 at
a cost of about $400,000. The general plans are similar to those
at Kalamazoo. They are built of brick, with stone window capes,
belt-conrses, etc. ere are accommodations for not less than 300
patients.

Michigan pursues a very enlightened policy toward the chronic
insane.  Provisions have been made for the treatment even of
the incnrable, so that as much as possible may be done even
to the most unfortunate. The design is to cure whenever the
nature of -the meutal malady will permit; but failing this, to cease
no effort which could minister to the comfort and welfare of the
patient.

PENAL INSTITUTIONS.

The Detroit Hounse of Correction, although a local institution, is
used to a considerable extent as an intermediate prison, to which
persons are sentenced by the courts throughout the State for minor
offenses. Women convicted of felonies are also sentenced to this

lace. The whole number in confinement at this prison for the past

ecade has averaged a little over 400 at any one time, more males
than females. l“'nghe average term of confinement is but alittle more
than two months, and the institution is very faithfully conducted.

The State Prison at Jackson is one of the best conducted in the
Union. The total value of the property is valued at $552,113. The
earnings of the prison in 1878 were $92,378; number of prisoners;
800. Their work is let to contractors, who employ 450 men at
different trades. A coal mine has been recently discovered on the
prison property, which proves a saving of several thousand dollars

r annam to the State. The earnings of this prison since Gen.

m. Homphrey has been warden (1875) has exceeded its current
expenses.

.1
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The State Prison at Ionia was established a few years ago for the
reception of convicts whose crimes are not of the worst type, and
those wlo are young, but too old for the Reform School. The

ronnd comprises 53 acres of land, 13§ of which is enclosed by a
Erick wall 18 feet high. Estimated value of property, $277,490;
current expenses for 1878, §45,744; earnings for 1878, $5,892; num-
ber of prisoners Dec. 31, 1878, 250; number received daring the
year, 346.

THE STATE AGRICULTURAL BSOOIETY

is distinet from the State Agricultural Board, the latter being sim-
ply an executive over the Agricultural College under the laws of
the State. The former was organized at Lansing March 23, 1849,
and was specially incorporated by act of April 2 following, since
which time it has numbered among its officers and executive mem-
bers some of the foremost men of the State. It has held annual
fairs in various places, and the number of entries for preminms has
risen from 623 to several thousand, and its receipts from $808.50 to
$58,780. The preminms offered and awarded have increased pro-
portionally. '

STATE POMOLOGICAL BOCIETY.

At an informal meeting of several gentlemen in Grand Rapids
Feb. 11, 1870, it was resolved to organize a State pomological
society, and at an adjourned meeting on the 26th of the samne month,
the organization was perfected, and the first officers elected were: H.
@G. Saunders, President; 8. L. Fuller, Treasurer; and A. T. Linder-
man, Secretary. The society wae incorporated April 15,1871, « for
the purpose of promoting the interest of ?omology, horticulture,
agriculture, amf kindred eciences and arts.”” During the first two
years monthly meetings were required. but in 1872 quarterly meet-
ings were substituted. It now has a roowmn in the basement of the
new capitol. T. T. Lyon, of South Haven, is President,and Charles
W. Garfield, of Grand Rapids, Secretary. Under the supervision of
this society, Michigan led the world in the centennial exposition at
Philadelphia in the exhibition of winter apples. The contributions
of this society to pomological literature are aleo richer than can be
found elsewhere in the United States. ‘

STATE FISHERIES.

Very naturally, the denser population of the white race, as it
took possession of this wild country, consumed what they found
alreau{y abundant long before they commenced to renew the stock.
It was so with the forests; it was so with the fish. An abundance
of a good variety of fish was found in all our rivers and little lakes
by the early settlers, but that abundance was gradually reduced
until these waters were entirely robbed of their useful inhabitants.
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Scarcely a thought of re.stocking the inland waters of this State
was entertained until the spring of 1873, when a board of fish
commissioners was authorized by law; and while the people gen-
erally still shook their heads in skepticism, the board went on with
its duty until these same people are made glad with the results.

Under the efficient superintendency of (Geo. H. Jerome, of Niles,
nearly all the lakes and streams within the lower peninsula have
been more or less stocked with shad, white-fish, salmon or lake
trout, land-lpcked or native salmon, eel, etc., and special efforts are
also made to propagate that beautiful and nseful fish, the grayling,
whose home is in the Manistee and Muskegon rivers. Much more
is hoped for, however, than is yet realized. Like every other great
innovation, many failures must be suffered before the brilliant crown
of final success is won. .

The valne of- all the property employed in fish propagation in
the State is but a little over $4,000, and the total expenses of con-
ducting the business from Dec. 1, 1876, to July 1, 1877, were
$14,000.

The principal hatcheries are at Detroit and Pokagon.

THE MICHIGAN STATE FIREMEN’S ASSOCIATION

was organized April 13, 1875, at Battle Creek, for “the protection
and promotion of the best interests of the firemen of Michigan, the
compilation of fire statistics, the collection of information concern-
ing the practical working of different systems of organization; the
examination of the merits ot the different kinds of fire apparatas
in use, and the improvement in the same; and the cultivation of a
fraternal fellowship between the different companies in the State.”
The association holds it meetings annnally, at various places in the
State, and as often publish their proceedings, in pamphlet form.

STATE BOARD OF PUBLIC HEALTH.

This Board was established in 1878, and consists of seven mem-
bers, appointed by the Governor,sthe secretary ex officio a member
and principal executive officer. It is the duty of this Board to
make sanitary investigations and inquiries respecting the causes of
disease, especially of epidemics; the canses of mortality, and the
effects of localities, emplogments, conditions, ingesta, habits and
circumstances on the health of the people; to advise other officers
in regard to the location, drainage, water supply, disposal of ex-
creta, heating and ventilation of any public building; and also to
advise all local health officers concerning their duties; and to
recommend standard works from time to time on hygiene for the
use of public schools. The secretary is required to collect informa-
tion concerning vital statistics, knowledge respecting diseases and
all useful information on the subject of hygiene, and through an
annual report, and otherwise, as the Board may direct, to dissemi-
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nate such information among the people. These interesting duties
have been performed by Dr. Heury B. Baker from the organization
of the Board to the present time. The Board meets quarterly at
Lansing.

THE LAND OFFICE

of this State has a great deal of business to transact, asit has within
its jurisdiction an immense amount of new ‘land in market, and
much more to come in. During the fiscal year ending Sept. 30,
1877, the total number of acres sold was 50,835.72, for $87,968.05,
of which $69,807.54 was paid inhand. At that time the amount of
land still owned by the State was 3,049,905.46, of which 2,430,050.-
47 acres were swamp land, 447,270.89 primary school, 164,402.55
Agricultural College, 310.26 University, 160 Norinal School, 2.-
115.63 Salt Spring, 1,840 Asylum, 32.40 State building, 8,342.75
asset, and 380.31 internal improvement. - But of the foregoing,
1,817,084.25 acres, or more than half, are not in market.

STATE LIBRARY.

Territorial Library, 1828-1835.—The first knowledge that we
have of this library, is derived from the records found in the printed
copies of the journals and documnents of the Legislative Councils of
the Territory, and in the manuseript copies of the executive jour-
nals.

The library was established by an act of the Legislative Council,
approved June 16, 1828, authorizing the appointment of a librarian
by the Governor, with the advice and consent of the Council.

The librarian so appointed was required to take an oath of office
and give bond to the treasurer of the Territory in the suip of $1,-
000, for the faithful performance of his duties; his time of service
was for two years or until another be appointed.

The librarian was also required to take charge of the halls and
committee room, and other property appertaining to the Legislative
Council. He was also required to make an annual report to the
Conncil, upon the state of the libyary, and upon all such branches
of duty as might from time to time be committed to his charge.
- For his services he was to receive annually the sum of $100.

The library seemed to have been kept open only during the actual
sittings of the Legislative Council.

The execntive journal by its records shows that under the }rro-
visions of this act, William B. Hunt was appointed librarian July
8, 1828, by Gov. Lewis Cass, for the term ottwo years. Mr. Hunt
continued to act as librarian until March 7, 1834, when Gershain
Mott Williams was appointed by Gov. Porter. Mr. Williams seems
to have acted as librarian until the organization of the institution
as a State library. :

The honored names of Henry B. Schoolcraft, Charles Moran,
Daniel 8. Bacon,Calvin Brittain, Elon Farnsworth, Charles C. Ha -
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call and others are found in the list of the members of the Library
committee.

March, 1836, the State library was placed in charge of the Secre-
tary of State: in February, 1887. it was given to the careof the pri-
vate secretary of the Governor; Dec. 28 following its custody was
given to the Governor and Secretary of State, with power to appoint
a librarian and make rules and regulations for ite government. C.
C. Jackson acted as the first librarian for the State.  Lewis Bond
also had the care of the books for a time. Oren Marsh was appointed
librarian* in 1837, and had- the office several years: In March, 1840,
the law was again changed, and the library was placed in the care
of the Secretary of State, and the members of the Legislatnre and
execntive officers of the State were to have free access to it at all
times.

State Library.—The library was of course increased from time
to time by Legislative appropriations. In 1844, asthe result of the
efforts of Alexandre Vattemare, from Paris, a system of interna-
tional exchanges was adopted.

April 2, 1850, an act was passed requiring the Governor to
appoint a State librarian with the consent of the Senate, and it was
made the duty of the librarian to have the sole charge of the library.
This act, with some amendments, still remains in force. It requires
the librarian to make biennial reports and catalognes. The libra-
rians under this act have been: Henry Tisdale, April 2, 1850, to
Jan. 27, 1851; Charles J. Fox, to July 1, 1853; Charles P. Bush,
to Dec. 5. 1854; John James Bush, to Jan. 6, 1855; DeWitt C.
Leach, to Feb. 2, 1857; George W.Swift, to Jan. 27, 1859; J.
Eugene Tenney, to April 5, 1869; and Mrs. Harriet A. Tenney to
the present time. This lady has proved to be one of the best libra-
rians in the United States. She has now in her charge about 60,-
000 volumes, besides thousands of articles in the new and rapidly
growing museam department. She is also Secretary of the ¢« Pio-
neer Society of the State of Michigan,” and has charge of the books,
papers and relics collected by that society.  The library and these
musenms are now kept in the new State capitol at Lansing, in a
series of rooms constructed for the purpose, and are all arranged in
the most convenient order and with the neatest taste.

BANKS. .

The earliest effort for the establishment of a bank within the pres-
ent limits of the State of Michigan was in 1805. The act of Con-
gress establishing the Territory of Michigan conferred legislative

owers on the Governor and judges; and at their first session as a
ard, a petition for an act incorporating a bank was presented to
them. Tf:i:s was at a time when the local business could scarcely
have demanded a banking institution, or have afforded much prom-
ise of its success. The small town of Detroit had just been laid in
ashes, and the popnlation of the entire Territory was inconsidera-
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ble, being reckoned five years previously at only 551; in 1810, it
was less than 5,000; the country was possessed mainly by the
Indians, and the few French in the State were neither enterprising
nor prosperous.  No road pierced the forests of the interior; no
manufactories existed ; agriculture yielded nothing for market, and
navigation had scarcely began to plow our rivers and lakes. In
general commerce the fur trade was almost the only element.

The petition for a bank charter was presented, not by citizens of
Detroit, but by capitalists of Boston, Kussell Sturges and others,
who were engaged in the fur trade. This petition was granted-Sept. -
15, 18086, incorporating the “ Bank of Detroit,”” with a capitul of
$400,000. The great distange of this locality from New England
gave those capitalists the advantage of circulating inland bills of
credit against their Western banksfor a long time befure their
redemption. Judge Woodward, one of the judges who granted the
act of incorporation, was appointed its president, and the bank went
into immediate operation; but imputations untavorable to Judge
Woodward in regard to this and other matters led to a Congres-
sional investigation of the act incorporating the bank, and the act
was disapproved by that body. The bank, however, continued to do
business; but in September, 1808, the Governor and judges, in the
absence of Woodward, passed an act making it punishable as a crime
to carry on an nnauthorized banking business, and this put an end
to the brief existence of the institution. Its bills were quietly with-
drawn from circulation the fullowing year. !

The next bank established in the Territory was the Bank of
Michigan,” incorporated by the Board of Governor and Judges,
Dec. 19, 1817, with a capital of $100,000. The validity of this act
was fully established by.the courts in 1830. By the terms of its
charter, the corporation was to expire on the first Monday in June,
1839; but the Legislative Council, Feb. 25, 1831, extended its life
twenty-five years longer, and subsequently it was allowed to increase
its capital stock and establish a branch at Bronson, now Kalamazoo.

The two above named are all the banks which derived their cor-
porate existence from the Goveruor and judges.

The first bank charter granted by the ** Legislative Counecil ”’ was
to the Merchants’ and Mechanics’ Bank of Michigan,” approved
April 2, 1827. The bank was to be established at Detroit, with a
capital of $200,000, with liberty to increase it to $500,000. This
corporation was also made an insnrance company; but it does not
appear a company was ever organized under this charter. March
29, 1827, the * Bank of Monroe > was incorporated, its capital stock
to be $100,000 to $500.000, and to continue in existence 20 years.
The * Farmers’ and Mechanics’ Bank of Michigan” was chartered
Nov. 5, 1829, and March 7, 1834, it was allowed to increase its
capital stock, and establish a branch at St. Joseph. The ¢ Bank of
River Raisin ” was chartered June 29, 1832, and allowed to have a
branch at Pontiac. The “ Bank of Wisconsin ’’ was chartered Jan.
23, 1835, and was to be located in the Green Bay country, but on
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the organization of the State of Michigan it was thrown outside of
its jurisdiction.

March 26, 1835, there were incorporated four banks, namely:
“ Michigan State Bank » at Detroit, “ Bank of Washtenaw’’ at Ann
Arbor, “ Bank of Pontiae,’’ and the ¢ Erie and Kalamazoo Railroad
Bank” at Adrian. The ¢ Bank of Pontiac” was also a railroad
bank, its establishment being an amendment to the charter of the
¢ Detroit and Pontiac Railroad Company.” ’

The nine banks last above named are all that were created by the
¢ Legislative Council.” ' '

Next, the State Legislature in 1836 chartered the Bank of Man.-
hattan, Calhoun County Bank, Bank of 8t. Clair, Bank of Clinton,
Bank of Ypsilanti, Bank of Macomb, Bank of Tecumseh and Bank
of Conetantine. The same Legislature passed “an act to create a
fund for the benefit of the creditors of certain moneyed corpora-
tions,” which was in fact the famons safety-fund system of the State
of New York. It required each bank to deposit with the State
Treasurer, at the beginning of each year, a sum equal to one-half of"
one per cent. on the capital stock paid in; and the fund so created
was to be held and used for the benefit of the creditors whenever
any bank subject toits provisions should become insolvent; but this
statute was destined to have but little practical effect. The system
in New York proved inadequate for the security of the pablic
interests, and it was practically abandoned here.

By this time, the financial affairs of the whole country had
become sadly deranﬁed, consequent npon a wild and reckless spirit
of speculation. The currency became greatly inflated, fabulous
prices given to property, and the masses of the people subjected to
the cruel mercies of shrewd financiers. The session of 1837 was
flooded with petitions for the creation of banks, and the Legislature
met the emergency by adopting a system of free banking. under
which were organized a great number of those institutions since
known as ¢ wild-cat banks.” The statute authorized any 12 free-
holders of any connty who desired to do banking, to apply to the
treasurer and clerk of the county for that purpose, and books were
to be opened for snbscriptions to the eapital stock, $50,000 to $300,-
000. Ten per cent. on each share was required to be paid in specie
at the time of subscribing, and 30 per cent. of the entire capital
stock in like funds before the association should commence opera-
tions. The president and directors were also required to furnish
socurities for the payment of all debts and redemption of all notes
issned by the association.

This new law was popularly received with great enthusiasm.
On its final passage in the Honse, only four members were bold
enough to vote against it, namely: Almv, of Kent; Monfore, of
Macomb; Purdy, of Washtenaw, and Felch of Monroe. This
Legislature closed its session March 22, 1837, by adjournment to
Nov. 9, following; but the financial embarrassments of the country
inereased so rapidly that the Governor called an extra session of
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the Legislature for June 12, and in his message he attributed these
embarrassments, in a great measure, to the error of over-bauking,
over-trading, and a want of providence and economy. The banks
east and south had already suspended specie payments, and Mich-
igan was of necessity drawn into the vortex. The report, to this
Legislature, by a special commissioner appointed by the Governor,
held forth, however, that the banks of Michigan were solvent, but
that a little time may be granted them as a defense against the
results of suspensions in New York and elsewhere. The number
of banks doing business in this State at that time was 13 in num-
ber, previously mentioned. The Legislature granted them time
until May 16, 1838. The session of the winter following under-
took to secure the public by appointing three bank commissioners
to visit all the banks in the gtate at least once in every three
months, to examine the specie held by them, inspect their books,
and inforin themselves generally of their affairs and transactions;
mouthly statements of the condition of the banks were required to
be made and published, and no bills were to be issued without
bearing the endorsement of a bank commissioner, ete. Under the
genera% banking law, as already stated, every subscriber to the stock
was to gay in 10 per cent. in specie on each share at the time of
subseribing, and 10 every six months thereafter, and 30 per cent.
of the whole capital stock was reqnired to be paid in like manner
before the bank should commence operations. The specie thus
paid in was to be the capital of the bank and the basis of its busi-
ness operations. The requirement of it involved the principle
that banking could not be carried on without dona.fids capital, and
without it no bank could be permitted to flood the country with its
bills; but the investigations of the commissioners showed a very
general violation of the law in this respect. In many cases, instead
ofs'e?ecie, a kind of paper denominated “specie certificates ’ was
usec; in some cases, specie borrowed for the occasion was used and
immediately returned to the owner; sometimes, even, a nail-keg
filled with old iron, or gravel, or sand and covered over the top
with specie, was employed to deceive the commissioners; and
sometimes the notes of individual subscribers or others, usually
~ denominated “stock notes,” were received and counted as epecie.
The books of the banks were also kept in so imperfect a manner,
sometimes through incompetency, sometimes with frandulent de-
sign, as frequently to give little indication of the transactions of
the bank or of the true condition of its affairs. By proprietorship of
several banks in one company of men, by frequent sale and trans-
fer of the stock, and by mauny other tricks and turns, a little specie
was made to go a great way 1n flooding the country with,worthless
aper.
P t is manifest that this conditon of things could not have existed
without a fearful amount of fraud and perjury. In theexcitement
and recklessness of the times, amid rnined fortunes and blighted
hopes, the moral sense had become callous. The general banking
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law was not without some good features, but it came into existence
at a most unfortunate time, and the keenness and unzcrupulous-
ness of desperate men, taking advantage of its ‘weak points and -
corruptly violating its salutary provisions, used it to the public
injury.

JUd)der this law about 40 banks went into operation, many of
them in remote and obacure places, and before the commissioners
could perfect their work of reforn the crisis came and the catas-
trophe could not be averted. FKailure rapidly succeeded failure,
aund legitimately chartered banks were drawn into the same vortex
with the “ wild-cat™ institutions. Only seven banks escaped the
whirlpool, and the worthless paper afloat represented more than a
million dollars. As ex-Gov. Alpheus Felch well says:

“Thus euds the history of that memorable ﬁ{xancial epoch.
Forty years have passed since these events, and few remain who can
remember the excitement and distrast, the fear and despondency,
the hopes and disappointments which agitated the community,
in those days of inflation and speculation, of bankruptey and
financial distress; and fewer still remain who bore part in the °
transactions connected with them. We look back upon them to
read the lessons which their history teaches. The notion that
banks without real capital, or a currency which can never be -
redeemed, can relieve from debts or insolvency, is tried and
ex%loded. We are led to the true principle, that prosperity, both
public and individual, awaits upon industry and economy. judicious
enterprise and honest productive labor, free from wild speculation
and unprofitable investments, and a wise and prudent use of our
abundant resources.”

In 1875 there were 77 national banks in this State, doing an
annual business of about $26,000,000; 15 State banks, with a busi-
ness of nearly $4,000,000, and 12 savings banks, with a business of
$6,000,000.

GROLOGY.

The lower peninsula occupies the central part of a great synclinal
basin, toward which the strata dip from all directivns, and which
are bounded on all sides by anticlinal swells and ridges. The
limits of this basin exceed those of the peninsula, extending to
London, Ont., Madison, Wis., Marquette and Sault Ste. Marie.
The whole series of stratanay therefore be compared to a nest of
dishes, the lower and exterior ones representing the older strata.

The upper peninsula is divided by the Marquette-Wisconsin
anticlinal into two geological areas, the eastern belonging to the

reat basin above alluded to, and the western being lacustrine in
its character, and largely covered by Lake Superior. The southern
rim of the latter is seen uplifted along Keweenaw Point and the
south shore of the lake, and these strata re-appear at Isle Royale.
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Between the Michigan and lacustrine basins the metalliferous Mar-
quette-Wisconsin axis interposes a separating belt of about 50
miles.

The pals®ozoic great system of this State measures about 2,680
feet in thickness, of which the Silurian division is 920 feet, the
Devonian 1,040 feet, and the carboniferous 720 feet.

The coal-bearing group occupies the central portion of the
peninsula, extending from Jackson to township 20 north, and from
range 8 east to 10 west.

Of iron, hematite and magnetite, in immense lenticular raasses
of unsurpassed purity, abound in the Huronian rocks of the npper
Eeninsula. The former of these, under the action of water,

ecomes soft, and is called Limonite, and is abundant throughout
the State as an earthy ore or ochre, bog ore, shot vre, yellow ochre,
etc. Sometimes it is deposited in stalactitic. mammillary,
botryoidal and velvety forms of great beauty. Kidney oreabounds
in the Huron clays, and ¢ black-band ” in the coal measures.

Of copper, native, in the ¢ trap ” of Lake Superior, abounds in
the form of sheets, strings and masses. Gold, silver and lead are
also found in unimportant quantities in the Lake Superior region.
_ Balt abounds in the Saginaw region, gypsum, or ¢ land plaster ”
in the vicinity of Grand Rapids, building stone throughont the
State, manganese in many places, and many other valuable earths,
ores and varieties of stone in many places,

NEWSPAPERS.

There are about 275 newspapers and periodical publications in
Michigan, of all classes. Of these 224 are published weekly, 17
daily and weekly, two daily, seven semi-weekly, one tri-weekly, four
semi-monthly, 19 monthly, one quarterly, and one yearly; 112 are
Republican, 46 Democratic, 73 independent and neutral, 14 relig-
ious, and 15 miscellaneons. Among the latter are two hethodist.,
seven Adventist (two Dutch or Hollandisch), one Episcopal, one
Catholic and one Baptist; four mining, five educational, one
Masonic, one Odd-Fellow, one Grange, three medical and one agri-
cultaural. Five are printed in the German language, six in the
Dutch, one in the Swedish and one in the Danish.

The present population of Michigan, according to the census of
1880, is as follows: Male, 862,278; females, 774,057; native born,
. 1,247,989; foreign, 388,346; white, 1,614,087; colored, 23,248;

total, 1,636,335.
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STATE OFFICERS.

Govs, During Fyench Rule. Ap'd.
Sieur de Mesey. . P [ ]
Sieur de Courcelles. .. ..... «o.... 1665
Sieur de Frontenac................1672
Sieur de LaBarre......... ....... 1682
Marquis de Denonville............ 1685
Sieur de Frontenac............... 1689
Chevalier de Callieres. . ........... 1699
Marquis de Vaudreuil. .......... 1708
Marquis de Beauharnois.......... 1726
Compt de la Galissoniere.......... 1747
Sieur defla Jonquiere....... eeren 1749
Marquis du Quesne de Menneville.1752
Sieur de Vaudreuil de Cavagnal. .. .1755
Gove. During British Rule.
James MUrmay..........ceeveuen. 1765
PaulusE. Irving .......c..cceeee. 1768
Guy Carleton.................... 1766
Hector T. Cn.mahe. ctesseacncanen 1770
Guy Carleton.................... 1774
Frederick Haldimand............. 1778
genry HHa.mnlton ................. };gg
enry Hope... ... ...oocvvvennnn.
lu'{)o g ................. 1786
Alured Clarke....... ...cvcvuennnt 1791
Lord Dorcheswr .................. 1798
Governors of Michigan Terrstory
William Hall.................e. 1805
Lewis CB% ..................... %g&?
George (4 7.
Stevens T. Mason, ex officio...... 1834
John T. Horner, ex officio......... 1885
State Governors. Elected.
Stevens T. Mason................ 1885
William Woodbridge............. 1840
J. Wright Gordon, acting......... 1841
John8 Barry.......ccovniinnnnn 1842
Alpheus Felch .1846
Wmn. L. Greenly, acting........... 1847
Epaphroditus Ransom............ 1848
JohnS.Barry.....c.c.coviienenn. 1850
Robert McClelland............... 1852
Andrew Parsons,acting........... 1858
Kinsle 8. Bingham.............. 1856
iBner......ccoieciinnnnnnn 1859
Aust.in Blair.....coovvieeiiinn... 1861
Henry H. Crapo.........ccvveeue 1865
Henry P. Baldwin.. ..1869
JohnJ. Bagley..........cc.ou0ne. 1878
Charles M. Croswell.............. 1877
David H.Jerome........ cccoun.. 1881
Lieut.-Governors of Michigan
Edward Mundy....... ceecersanns 1885
J. Wright ' PPN 1840
D. Richardson............ 1842
Wm. L. Greenly........ cerrensans 1846
wm MO me L ] L] ..Iw

Wm. L. Greenly..... .covvee...... 1849
Calvin Britain............. ..... 1852
Andrew Parsons................. 1858
George A.Coe........ccou....... 1855
Edmund B. Fairfleld. ............. 1859
James Birney.................... 1861
Joseph R. Williams, acting....... 1861
Heory T. Backus, acting..........1868
Charles S. May..... Coseresnrearas 1868
E. O. Grosvenor........... ...... 1885
Dwight May.......cccoocveuunnnn. 1867
Morgan Bates........ ... P, 1869
Henry H. Holt............. cevans 1878
Alonzo Sessions. ................. 1877
Moreau 8. Crosby................ 1881
Seoretaries of State.
Kintzin% Pritchette........cc.....1885
Manning. ............ ...1888
Thomas Rowland................ 1840
Robert P Eldridge............... 1842
g;”?g.eme‘gmkom ----- €000 s0 0 e 1846
Georfe Redfleld...................1850
Charles H. Taylor .............. ..1850
William Graves.......... seseeans 1858
John McKipney.................. 1855
Nelson G. Isbell.. ceeenese. 18069
James B. Porter................. 1861
O. L. Spaulding..... ete seeienns 1867
Daniel Striker............ ceness:.1871
E.G.D.Holden.........ccovu.... 1875
William Jenney...........c0unns. 1879
State Treasurers.
Henry Howard.................. 1886
Peter Desnoyers. . cesaereeas 1889
Robert Stuart.......cco00veen.... 1840
George W. Germain.............. 1841
John J. RAe((ii’;lmld .................. }ag
(}e(nge e ...... @ @®e o 0 000 00
George B. Cooper................ 1846
Barnard C. Whittemore........... 1850
Silas M. Holmes................. 1855
John McKinpey........ccvvuuen. 1859
John Owen..........c.0 ceevesann 1861
E. O, Grosvenor.........ceccn... 1867
Victory P. Collier................ 1871
Wm. B.McCreery .. ............ 1875
Benj. D. Pritchard.........ccv.... 1879
Altorneys-General.
Daniel LeRoy..........ccouennn. 1886
Peter Morey....ccovovvnvnnnanen. 1837
Zephaniah Platt.................. 1841
Elon Farneworth. .........c00000. 1848
Henry N. Walker................ 1845
Edward Mundy........ cecssessns 1847
Geo. V. N. Lothrop...............1848
William Hale........ccvvevnnnees 1851



110 HISTORY OF MICHIGAN.
Jacob M. Howard.......... .. ...1835 David Johnson....,...........1852-7
COharles Upson. ........ ve.ev-e....1861 Abner Pratt............. e ee..1861-7
Albert Williams. ................. 1868 Charles W. Whipple.......... 1852-5
Wmn. L. Stoughton........ ¢ees...1867 Nathaniel Bacon...... Cereeee 1855-8
Dwight May.................... 1869 Baudford M. Green......... .. 1856-8
Bsron D. Ball...................1878 E. H. C. Wilson........ e 1856-8
Isaac Marston........ eeeeeeanenn 1874 = Benj. F. H. Witherell, Benj. F.
Andrew J. Smith................ 1875 Graves, Josiah Turner and Ed-
OttoKirchner.............cocuen. 1877 win Lawrence, to fill vacancies
- Auditors-General. Goorge Margia o 0. 165608
Robert Abbott................... 1836 Randolph Manning............1858-64
Heory Howard..:......... ceeee... 1889  Isaac P. Christiancy........ . «1858-77
Eurotas P. Hastings........ eee...1840 James V. Campbell...... .....1838
Alpheus Felch................... 1842 Thomas M. Cooley............. 1864
Henry L. Whipple....... cerenaes 1842 Benj.F.Graves....c.cc.c..... 1868
.?hl:r 38 (ia:lammond ........... h% Isaac Marston............. <. 1875
ohn J. 11 SN
.lj)igbyJV.AdB:H ........... ceeeeens {m U. 8. Senators.
0nn . ACAM ..oovvvcveeceees.. John Norvell.........
John bwegles, b 1 S 1851 Toon . I?;;f]l.l. eeeneeeens }335-4(1)
Whitney Jones.................. ,1855 Augustus 8. Porter Teeeer .lwﬂﬂﬂl
Daniel Cage. .oovvererennnnnn ..1859 Wnm. Woaibﬁdgﬂ.:::.::::: :::1841-7
Langford G. Berry............... 1981 Lewis Cam... ......... e 184557
%ﬂ An&e €. c.oevvecesertancas 1867 Thos. H. Fitzger&ld............lm—li
Re MEI UmPHTey. ......ouvuenn. 1875 Alpbeus Felch.... ............1847-58
L ettt 1879 Charles E.Btuart...............1858-9
. g OF. covveenns s Zacharish Chandler ..... .ee ... 1867-77
Supts. Pub. Inst. Kinale{is. Bingham...... ... 1859-61
Pi ; 1888 Jacob M. Howard............. 1862-71
John D. Pieree.................. Thomas W. Ferry ......... ...1871
Franklin Sawyer, Jr..............1841 Henry P. de';{u ST i880
Oliver C. Comstock. .../ 1848 3 "Clamalgr:«.veer .21 00 10789
ra OW..oo +.. Ceeseeretanan :
fmﬁi:yy Shearman, " {ggg Omar D. Conger...... Cerenns 1881
ra CWee ceveee t6saccnne .o nta Y Y .
John M. Gregory............ vee 1859 Representatives én Congress
Oramel Hoeford..................1866 Isaac E. Crary.......... . ....1885-41
Daniel B. Bri ce tessersansans 1873 Jacob M. Howard............. 1841-8
Horace 8. Tarbell................ 1877 Lucius Lyon....... vesecses..1848-5
Cornelius A. Gower........ ve....1878 Robert McClelland............ 1843-9
Judges of the Supreme Court. g:l?:?:i %mn,‘i,':f,, Teesnene }%_;
Augustus B. Woodward....... 1805-34 Charles E. Stuart.............. 1847-9
Frederick Bates.... .......... 1805-8 Kinsle{vs. Bingham........... 1849-51
John Griffin....... Gecasesennas 1808-24 Alex. W. Buel..... sberessnsns 1849 51
James Witherell............... 1808-28 William Sprague ........ .o ...1849-50
Solomon Sibley............... 1824-36 Charles E. Stuart.............. 1851-8
Heory Chipman............... 1827-32 James L. Conger........... ..1851-3
Wm. Woodbridge.............1828-32 Ebenezer J. Penniman........ 1851-3
Ross Wilkins......... ceeerene 1832-6  Samuel Clark....... ceeraenaas 1853-6
Wm. A Fletcher.......... ....1836-42 David A. Noble................ 18538-5
Epaphroditus Ransom...........1836-47 Hester L. Stevens............. 18538-5
QGeorge Morell...................188642 David Stuart........cocee..... 1853-5
Charles W. Whipple........... 184352 George W. Peck.............. 1855-7
Alpbeus Felch................ 1842-5 Wm. A. Howard......... .....1855-61
David Goodwin........ Ceseaas 1848-6 Henry Waldron..... ......... 1855-61
Warner Wing......... vee....1845-56 David 8. Walbridge....... ....1855-9
George Miles..........cc.u..t 1846-50 D. C. Leach........ ereecenen. 1857-61
Edward Mundy............... 1848-51 Francis W. Kellogg............ 1859-656
Sanford M. Green............. 1848-57 B.F. Granger............. .. ..1861-8
George Martin... ............ 1851-2 F. C. Beaman... ... .........1861-T1
Joseph T. Copeland. . .......... 1852-7  R. E. Trowbridge............. 1861-3

Samuel T. Douglaa. ........... 1852-7  Charles Upson............ <...1863-9

-
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John W.Longvear............. 1868-7  Josiah W. Begole.............. 1878-5
John F. Driggs............... 1863-9  Nathan B. Bradley.............1878-7
R. E. Trowbridge... ......... 1865-9  Jay A. Hubbell............... 1873
Thomas W. Ferry............. 1869-71 .B. Williams............... 1875-7
Austin Blair............... ...1867-73 Alpheus 8 Williams.......... 1875-9
Wm. L. Stoughton.......... ..1869-78  Mark 8. Brewer............... 1877
Omar D. Conger...... eveenaan 1869-81 Charles C. Ellswarth .. ...... 1877-9
Randolph BStrickland........... 1869-71 Edwin W. Keightley.......... 1877-9
Henry Waldron............... 1871-6  Jonas H. McGowan .... ..... 1877
Wilder D. Foster.............. 1871-3  Jobhn W.Stone................ 1871
Jabez G Sutherland........... 18713  Edwin Willits..................1877
Moses W. Field............... 18785  Roswell G. Horr.... ......... 1879
George Willard................ 1875-7  John S. Newberry..............1879
JuliusC. Burrows ........ 1873-5, 1879

The State printing is done by contract, the contractors for the
last 13 years being W. S. George & Co. (Geo. Jerome), the former
the active partner, who also publishes and edits the Lansing Ae-
publican, a paper noted for originality, condensation and caretul
* make-up.”

TOPOGRAPHY.

Michigan is a little southeast of the center of the continent of
North America, and with reference to all the resources of wealth
and civilization is most favorably situated. Itis embraced between
the parallels of 41°.692 and 47°.478 north latitude, and the merid-
ians of 832°.407 and 90°.536 west of Greenwich. The upper
peninsula has its greatest extent east and west, and the lower, north
and south: The extreme length of the upper peninsula is 318
miles, and its extreme breadth, 164} miles; its area, 32,580 square
miles. The length of the lower peninsula is 277 iuiles, its width,
259 miles, and its area, 33,871 square miles. The upper peninsula
is rugged and rocky, affording scarcely anything but minerals as a
source of wealth; the lower is%evel, covered with forests of valuable
timber, and is excellent for all the products of Northern States.

The total length of the lake shore is 1,620 miles, and there are
over 5,000 smaller lakes in the States, having a total area of 1,114
square miles.

A RETROSPECT.

And now, how natural to turn our eyes and thonghts back to the
log-cabin days of less than 50 years ago, and contrast it with the
elegant mansion of modern times. Before us stands the old log
cabin. Let us enter. Instinctively the head is uncovered in token
of reverence to this relic of ancestral heginnings and carly struggles.
To the lett is the deep, wide fire-place, in whose commodious space
a group of children may sit by the fire and up through the chimney
may count the stars, while ghostly sturies of witches and giants,
and still more thrilling stories of Indians and wild beasts, arc
whisperingly told and shudderingly heard. On the great crane
hang the old tea-kettle and the great iron pot. The huge shovel
and tongs stand sentinel in either corner, while the great andirons




112 HISTORY OF MICHIGAN.

patiently wait for the huge back log. Over the fire-place hangs the
trusty rifle. On the right side ot the fire-place stande the spin-
ning-wheel, while in the further end of the room the loom looms
up with a dignity peculiarly itsown. Strings of drying apples and
poles of drying pumpkin are overhead. Opposite the door by
which you enter stands a huge deal table; by its side the dresser
whose “ pewter plates’’ and “shining delt” catch and reflect ‘ the
fire-place flame as shields of armies do the sunshine.”” From the
corner of its shelves coyly peep out the relics of former china. In
a curtairced corner and hid from casunal sight we find the mother’s
bed, and under it the trandle-bed, while near themn a ladder indi-
cates the loft where the older children sleep. To the left of the fire-
place and in the corner opposite the spinning-wheel is the mother’s
work-stund. Upon it lies the Holy Bible, evidently much used, its
tfamily record telling of parents and friends a long way off, and
telling, too, of children

Scattered like roses in bloom,
Some at the bridal, and some at the tomb.

Her spectacles, as if but just used, are inaerted between the leaves
of her Bible, and tell of her purpose to return to its comforts
when cares permit and duty is done. A stool, a bench, well notched
and whittled and carved, and a few chairs complete the furnitnre of
the room, and all stand on a coarse bat well-scoured floor. Let us
for a moment watch the city visitors to this hunmble cabin. The
city bride, innocent but thoughtless, and ignorant ot labor and care,
asks her city-bred husband, “Pray what savages set this ap?”
Honestly confessing his ignorance, he replies, “ I do not know.”
But see the pair on whom age sits ¢ frosty but kindly.”” First, as
they enter tﬁey give a rapid glance about the cabin home, and then
a mutual glance of eye to eye. Why do tears start and fill their
eyes? Why do lips quiver? There are many who know why, but
who that has not learned in the school of experience the full mean-
ing of all these symbols of trials and privation, of loneliness and
danger, can comprehend the story that they tell to the pioneert
Within this chinked and mud-dauged cabin, we read the first pages
of our history, and as we retire through its low doorway, and note
the heavy battened door, its wooden hinges, and its welcoming
latch-string, is it strange that the scenes without should seem to be
but a dream? But the cabin and the palace, standing side by side
in vivid contrast, tell the story of this people’s progress. They are
» history and prophecy in one.



