Mott Favk Chyonicles

The story of an American neighborhood...
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“l 2ell gou gesterdag) is A pind gone Ao,
A sun dvopped (n the poest.” ~ Cad Sandbuvy

COVER PHOTO circa 1918, the foreground of this photo shows consfruction beginning for
the new GMI Building (now Kettering University) at the corner of Chevrolet and University
Avenue, (Formally Third Avenue) The top of the photo shows houses being built on Dupont
| Street and af the corner of Joliet. The homes are still standing and can be identified.

~ Picture courtesy of Kettering University Archives ~
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March 24, 191%.

The headiines on the front page of the Flint JOURMAL
reads - “General Motors Will Build 1,000 Houses Here at
Once.” Now that was a stimulating headline.

The statement comes from GM President Billy Durant
who has announced a plan for GM's Modern Housing
Corporation. They were not just building houses - they were
creating the nearest thing to the concept of Civic Planning.

The suburb was to be bullt on a tract of a thousand acres
compaosed of the old Steckdale farm and portions of the
Durant farm. New streets are built first and named as the
boundanes. Dupont Street to the east, Brownell to the west,
Third Avenue [now University) to the south and Dartmouth
to the north. Chevrolet Avenue will run directly through the
whole development.

Durant who said 5,000 houses need to be built adds,

“We are nof going into the real estate business. We want
nousing expansion to take place in Fint and stimulate
(there's that word again) building in Flint to help the
housing emergency.”

First the property located in the township, had to be
annexed to the City of Flint. The vote passes ecsily. Actudlly,
950 homes were built on 1,200 acres the first year with 4.000
more planned. The building of this number of houses in such
a short fime was unheard of - it took GM Engineers o make
it happen. DuPont Engineering, owned by GM, came up
from Nashville, Tennessee with the first group of carpenters,
masons and excavartors on Apnl 12, 1919 1o an apen
space. Three and half months later 400 houses were up,

1& miles of paved roads, thousands of miles of sidewalks,
wiater and lights. It was all there by January 1, 1920, A
miracle.

The housing program cost GM $8 million more than the
astimates, The average house sold in the $5.000 range.

GM financed most of the homes. "l don't care how much
moneay we lost on those houses. What | consider of greater
importance is that the men are being housed properly,”
said Jocob Roskob, Chaoirman of Finances. Next time you
drive down Roskob Street, please bow your head,

We hope you enjoy the history of those magical years
when Mottt Park was born.

~ CATHY SNYDER
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Indian Reservations
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e could have been called “Jagosequa Favk!”
Mott Park history starts at “the bend in the nver”

Written in 1878, The Histary of Genesee County tells of an
ecrly French rapper nomed Boliew wha is the first declored
-.-.-|-.i1e man in fhe wild Michigan terirtory. Bolieu loves the
beouly and the freedom of Indion life so much. he marmeas a
Chippewa woman and stays. She [s the doughter of one of the
Chiefs. They raise a “half breed” family of eleven children.

[he Indian name far the Flint Biver franslates to "River of the

[eer slommes”

THE MAF OF THE
Indian Reservations
(Page 2) shows territory
of Neome, Chief of the
Saginaw's Tribe who gives
land to fur frader Bolieu
who married one of his
daughters. The couple
named each reservation
for one of their children.
After Smith’s heroism in
the War of 1812, he is
rewarded with five of the
Reservations. Number
Four, “Sagosequa” - is
believed to be where
Smith builds his cabin

- the shaded area. He
renames it after one of his
daughters “Caroline” -
aventually our Mott Park.

- since the rver weos full of flints, The name fronsfers

ta the city that is rising on
i3 Banks.

Iri fhe 1790's, anather
young trader armves from
Gemany - Jacob Smith
seftles in Detralt, During
the War of 1812, 5mith
fights with the US Army fo
defeat the British. Smith
i5 cin officer and o hearo.
He is admired by the
rcdicns Tod his braveny.
Acheolly, reading Srmilk's
axplaits in his book 1 like
reading "The Last of fhe
Mohicons" or “Dances
with Woheas,™

For one whaole
chopter it dascrbas his
achions..'Devoted to fhe
cowse of Amenca, an
offlcer under her banner
he broved graal persondl
peril and risked his life
fo rescue priscners from
fhair zavage captors 7

Aftar the wor tha
gossarnment reswords
Smith's brovary and s
wiork on the Treaty of
Saginow by ceding land
to him on the bonks of

the Flint Biver, This makes Smith the
first white settier to build o cabin in
the temtory and live In it Smith hos o
wife and children whao live in Detroit,
They never moved 1o tha territory.

The Treaty of 1819 dascrbes the
aleven Indion Basaryaticns dlong the
Fiirt River [each is 440 acras| thol
essenticlly belonged to the eleven
Bolieu children. Eoch section was
named for one of thair children.
Smith is given five sections, Onea of
tham s Section 4, localed north
of tha river bend, It is namead for
Bobay's doughter “Sagosequa”
Ipronounced Sass-kwal

That fall he wostas no fime in
cioiming his fight to the resaryalions.

He bwilds his cabin in daechon 4, naar

the crossing at e bend of the river.
fogosegua's Reservalion ws now
Srmith's Reservation and fitled thot woy in
early maps. The case went all tne way 1o
Woshington and took years to settie bul
he builds his home thara, He fraps and
farms the land.

With o few visits back to Datrait, Smith
remains in the cabin till the day he dies,
June 12, 1825 at 45 yeaars, By than, Fiint
has become an emearging fown, but
“Sagosequa’ was considerad too far
away for developrment,

Arvway, ifnot for Smith, our "Mott Park”
could have been named, "Sogosegua
Fark.”

~C. SNYDER
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Jacob Jmith
The hero of the War of 1812

Geologists tefl us that the story of Michigan goes back millions of
veows 10 when fowr huge giaciers moved back and forth creaiing our
areat Lakes.

Mo one knows whare the first "neighbors” came from, we cnly know
they were o nafive people. Thare are hundrads af localities in Michigan,
all thraugh the Alleghanies and along the Mississippd; there s evideance
that the hills and forasts were poputated with a race of people that are
nove gl gone. The ancient mounds have uncovered ondy bones and
some nede impdemeants. Sclentists wonder that o race other than the
Incdicin hod once made a home in the Saginow volley - an aboriginal
ofigin. They were migrant hunters - stone age peopla - who discoverad

the lorgest of our lakes and sireams.
They sat up their caompgrounds in
the Cihio, Minois and Michigan
> ferritarny, Enown as "Mound
Builders”, they roaomed in bands
and laft huge pyramid-iike
strecturas that appear to be
cararmonial or burial grounds,
Bones found show therm os
a tall, sfrang peopla who
hunted mastodons and
found much food in this
femtony. But somewheare
around 1600 B.C. they
just disoppeared
ard are rephacsed
vy the Early
Chippeawn,
the

-----

JACOB SMITH
bullds the first cabin

“Molt Park."

in what will become 2# e

Ddowa, the Souk and Algonguions.

Long bafore the Pilgrirms landed af Plymouth Rock, French fur traders
and priests were popuiaiing the temitory. The Brtish were covering
Conoda and the Armerdcans setfled o city callad Defrait,

D story begins in 1786 when the Indians joined the British to push
five Arnerdoan settlars cul of the tamtary, Tha batfle. known as the War
of 1812, ended in 1815 with on Amencan victory. A hero of thot War
wids O settler nomed Jocob Smilth whe ived in Delradl, An educated
man, hewas o Coptain in the US Army and spoke several longuoges,
including six Indian dialacts. That made him crocial to the negotiation
of the Treaty of Soginaw, Smith brokered the freaty with The Chippewa
by trading seomifion ccres of the southwest part of thea state to tha US
ovemment, In exchange, the Indians were given kand up nori

For his part in the treaty, as well as the war, Smith wos deeded
five of the eleven indion Reservafions on the Flinf River, He now
owned Reservations 2, 3, 4, 5 and &. Of those, Srmath built bis cabin
"sechon 4 - Sagosequa’ - desfined fo one doy become our Mott Park
Meighborhood, [Mota: To thase who live an Tiffin Streatl - the surveyor of
i whao surveyed the property was nomed - Edwaord Tiffin. Now yvou
ko' thiat Tiffin Street wos named aftes him.)

Affer the war, Smith {whcse Indian name was “"Wahbesins” built
his cabin and lived the rest of his life hunting ond trading on his
Resarvation, His wife remaimed in Detroit with their son and four
daughters; she passed away in 1817, Smith made regular visits 1o
Detraif, in 1825 he confracted o disease and died alone in his cakin.
He wias- 45 vears ofkd. Srmith-left the Basarvations o hie children bt it was
o legial nightmore that spent 40 yvears in Bigation - including on Act of
Congrass in 1834, which also falled 1o salve if, Real estate devalopment
o ihe norfh sde of the Flint River was stymied,

By 1845 twio of Smith’s sons-in- low finally pravailed in the courts,

e dachion 4 was bought and sold several times by land speculafors,
Survening In the area wos difficult. Property descripfions ware basaed on
points Of reterence such as, "4 chain tnks fo g whifeook 12 inchesin
diomefer bearing 84 degrees to a post” - which might be in the middle
of Aushing Road. It was a realtor's nightrmare.

THE HR3T NEIGHBOR — Arcund 1851, a farmer named Thomas Daly
bought Section 4 and actually bullt a house officially making him the

\'t...__ g “first setter of Mott Park,” rish Caftholics, Daly and his family gave

a porfion of his property 1o the Archdiccase of Daliait o ba
used for a Catholic Cemetery, stll known today as Old Calvany
Cemetaery, it 5 locoted off Ballenger Hwy and abuts a portion
of the subdivision.
Asfor development, the gred wias considerad oo far

cAtoit Pk Chrowicles @ Aovekive [ Higton




[rarm downtown Flint which was growing north and south, not single family. Owrvers were given o list of "no-na's” - but the word saon

it and west, 5o, Iish Cathalics and English farmenns were the learnad that G wos maore than an autemabile company - I was o
il larmers of the Neighborhood, The areo was made up of builder of houses.
nairaw farms — called rbbon farms - some a mile deep with It miust hove bean g sight - hundreds of homes corning off a virtual
houses located close to Fushing Rood for ease of transportation, assembly line. A railroad is built to defiver matenals to the building sites.
e 1870 censys for Section 4 records Edwaornd Wright - a farm Chevrolet Avenus wis the roula far the narow gouge 24" frack. When
vl 44 cicres southeost of the Cemetery, John Rice - 40 acres, the nelghborhood was done, the rails becaome g trolley to take the men
Lirorge Bolster - 64 acres and the waalthiest of the bunch, fo the plants.
ianiel Frost with 20 acres. Properfies were valued at $3.800 and There we were - Mott Park - new hemes on a thousond plus acres.
peronal wealth around $800. Sarme of the old farm houses can A galt course, sewers, water ines, paved streats, frees to be planted,
[l e found on Flushing Boad., lowens seeded, schoaols and ploygrounds., I was home,
By the 1890's, the dozans of lumber mills in Flint were This baok is dedicated to those workers and to a forgotten man
luimed into dozens of comage factories. Fint was identified as named Norbert Francis Doughiery. Meet the man who GM hired to
wiage Town” - the largest camage-making community in the make vs into neighbors. Read how he namead the streefs - you akeady
whicle counifry, have two of fhem - Morbert 51 and Doughiery Flace. Learn about the
fiy 1904, Wiliorm Walcott bought the Wright farm and he and man called “Doc” who made cur world possible.
his son Thomas began operating the Wolcolt Packing Company ~ CATHY SNYDER

1 saughterhousel Good thing it wias next door to the cemetery
oihorwise any other neighbor would have been driven awary by
ihie stench. Tne company fell inte mortgoge problems [sound
familiarg),

Aftar Walcott's death, his son sold off the morigage of the
pocking compaony o avoid foreclosure, Tam Walcott, who went
o 10 becomea Shaiff of Geneses County, gained some nofariaty
whizn his police cor was overturmed and burned during the Flint
Si-Dovwn Sirke of 1934,

' 1910 - Aint is a Boom Town! The "Horseless Carmoga”
hici been invented and the areo is completely ovemun with
people seeking work in the burgeoning automabile industry.
Bolh Buick and Chewrolat, a8 well s many parts suppliers, shot
Ihes populafion of Aint from 13,000 to 21,599 and along with
it - o matsive housing shortoge. Tend -cifies sprang up around
It phants, the city fothers weare ot a Ioss, Genearal Motors took
enver the prablerm by designing the fisst planned subdivision the
country hod ever seen.

Sures, gome towns bullt company housing for their employeas.
bl General Motors created o whiole new concept. Thay colled
it "The Modern Housing Corporation.” GM began to build homas
for its waorkers, The project began in the Civic Park and Chevrolet
Fenik arends - cur neignborhood was port of Additions Mo, T and &,

G offered 29 shvles of homes 1o chaose from for §5.000 to
18,500 - with $100 down and if a family lived in the house for five
yaars the amount was cradited o the maortgoge. Talk about
cishimulus! We hiod a gold ush, 1f was HUGEN All homes were

TQ SPEED UP THE PROCESS of building houses, GM built a narrow
gauge railread that picked up building materials as they arived at
the downtown terminal to Civic Pork building sites. When the job was
done, the rails became a frolley o lake the men to the plants.

Ml d Flivk !_'.h-m-.:-.lr.e.ﬂ_.r‘i._-.':'mnr L...HE Tfﬂl'.\:l‘ 5



Novbevt F+ Eﬁmghw@
The man who built Mott Park

Maoroert F. Dougherty come o Flintin 1918 - net to build cors, He s
hirad by Billy Durant, the Presiden! of General mMators, fo build houses.

Dougherty tokes over at GM's new Modem Housing Corporafion,
which i5 lasing maney left and right. Twa stary housas are built and soid
at cost, 3100 down: Large lofs and garages, Payments are deducted
fram the workers' wages, If o mon worked at GM for 5 years he would
be credifed with 3800 on his housing controct,

Daougherty s a wizard
who plans to build 5.000
hauses and more than jusl
houses, He looks out ot the
bBaautiful landscapa and he
Can seeschook and parks
ard kicls playing ball, His
plan sets oside two sections
of 50 acras for parks. One
beautiiul grove of frees
I ir cr ared oo low for
housing - it will become
a goll coursa, Thers wil
be community buikdings,
basabal dicgmonds, fannis
courts and picnic grounds.

But wha's going 1o oy
for afl that? Dougherty
salls The costly Park plan
te the Flink City Coundcit,
Harmscnawriars wiould andy
hove topoy S0cents g
thcusan pear housa, The
Bond Bsue & opproved,

Fea his formily, Dougherty
chooses o Tudor style hause
Buill at 2402 Malan Drive.

Cougherty gets to name
tha new streets - that's why
we hove NORBERT 5t and
DOUGHERTY PLACE. He was
ormin TYROME, Pa, and

ance lived in ALTCONA. His first boss on the Pannsylvania ralfrood wasa
micin narmed FRARE.

He is married to Mel WELLER of Ohio. He loves literature. his favorite
it s Chorles TICKINSCH, He dlso admires the explorers - PEREY,
hASRGIUETTE, BMAONTEITH, 5T, CLAIR AND CADILLALC,

And we gat a few GM leaders - DUPOMT, CHEVROLET, DURANT
BALLEMGER, DORT, and BEGOLE

But G i still losing milkons of dollars. The houses get smaller and not
guite os atfractive. Lots are reduced. The housas shll sell. Sowers to be
done, streets to be paved, irees planted and owns seeded

Then the world stopped turning, The Depression hils Flint hard.

Plaants shiut dawn. Construction stops. Modern Housing lays off 4,400
men, Dougherty takes part in halping people. He voluntears of food

6
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dintroution centers and ofther choritable
oie hivities. G doess not foreclose on any
nimployes. House Payments are suspended
J I some coses reduced to g small interast.
Anally, the Daprassion is over. Men go
bk to work. Houses sell rapidly, Dougherhy
biifldds 00 housas In one yvaar. He is no ionger
[esing millllions of dallars, He sees tha need for
Lietter roads, including two highways - one
ilese to the City (Bollenger Highway) and
another on the outer boundary (Dort Hwy).
Hes s nomed Geneses Counly Supenisor.
In 1925, he s nomed the first president
i Ghdl [now Kettering University). He could
hove run for oo but he is colled bock
fes the Cenirol office In Defrolt where he s
nomed dirgctor of Industriol Relafions for GM.
He wrote four books. including his memairs.
pnd dlied Apal 10, 1944, at his son’s horme
i Cklahoma, He is 88 years old. This man of

“THE TUDOR"

Erected on Nolen Drive, Fiinl, Mich., for Mr. N, F. Dougherty,
Vice-President of the Modem Housing Corporation.

The exteror walls of the “Tudor” dasign are of solid masonry construchion in which old
common-salvage brick laid up In cement mortar with raked joints are used. The cast stons
enfrance lends dignity and charm, while the old ook lintels aver
| the windows blend with the old brick.

The Inteficr of the "Tudo” s featured with every modermn built-in
convanignce, including a gas fumace, The floors in the living and
dinning rooms are cak planks varying in width, loid af randorm with
a 378 inch crack strip of waolnut, The planks are all screwed to the
[pints ond plugged with walnut plugs.

. FOR HIS FAMILY Dougherty chooses the Tudor. “The interior features
every modem built in convenience, including a gas furmace. The
cast stone enfrance lends dignity and charm, while the oid ook

&
g

vision & survived by one son and his wife Nall | lintels over the windows blend well with the old brick."
ol & years. '
= C. Snyder
gl
By Joyce Looney

"t was alpays ouy {avovite house.”

My husband and | usad to ride our bikes up and down Molen Drive and look at the
houses. This house was abways our favorite. it had more trees around it and always looked
o cool and serenea. | loved the bright red tulips in the yard during the spring fime. it
soaamed like the best house in FHint,

We were actudlly in the process of buying anather house when my hustand Burst into
the room ond said, "You'll never guass what's for sole2” We ran 1o the car, went over to
ses it ond filled aut papers fAght then,

Fartunately, the eamest money on the other house was a small price to poy for one
we had wantad for sa long. We love the park and the golf course. The roads are great
for runners. The trees are greal shade on a hot summer day. Dogs and cals love the
yards fo raam in and the neighbors are wonderful. Its so good to have g neighbiorhocod
| organization to keep our community safe and also having a university like ketterng
e’ University 30 close to home. We ore so lucky to be able to live in our favorite house in Flint.

Al Pk Choronlcles © Aovchive §_listom



Tvom Cavviages to Autos
140 years of service...1865 to 2005

Prcture it,

The vear s 1845
cind the Begole
and Fax Co.

is builcling o
sowmill on the
o0l boank of
the Flint River. If 1s
an afl wa mills
being built along
this partion of the
Hint Ersar,

The lumbsar
industry fiourishes
i Elirt - ccres
of white pine
spmaisng he
landscape.

Then exdrly in

the T880's the
lurmber busiress
falls off, Iinvestors
start [ooking for o
new investment

- Caricnes, The
Hint ann}n
Werks 5 bom in

| 832 an Wesf
Kearslay straat,
Flint flowrishes
again with iy
severgl camioge =i

The Mason Motor Co. was
formed in 1911, and around |
1913 became the

sife for a new axle plant
Chevrolet Plant 4.

= Firil Joisrmol (e pholos

companies
olong West Kearsley Sireat,

By 1903, the newly formed Buick Motor Co. who owns the Wagon
Warks builds o one story brick building on the south side of W, Kearskey
Street naxt to the Wagon Works, Buick begins to build autemaobiles
there, Four veors latar, 1907, Buick leaves the Kearsley site and builds o
new factory on the north side of Flint.

In 1910, the Whiting Automabile is bullt af the Wagon Waorks. Two
years later they move operations infa the former Buick building. In
1911 Mason Factary 4 & built just wast of the anginal Buick Building.
Soon it becomes part of Chavrolet, Mot long alter, anofher one
- Factory 5§ is builf, Eventually the two plants ore connected and
Eearsley 5. is closed.

The complex becomes known as “Chevy in the Hola” whan

8
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srolet moves operations from Datroit o Fint ond tokes over the
willding where the first production Buicks warg built in 1904, Fint &
e toethe Buick Plont and now the Chevrolet Flant
hevroiat soiles catchug with Ford., They are so successful
[l In three years thay build a new assembly factony
i Wilcox Strae! and then chonge the nome af the
+ e Chevralet Avenus, For mony yaars Plant 4 is
hevrolet's sale source of the &cylinder engineg. it
ameas the venue for the famous 5it-Down Stike
{ 1935
Ir 1942 car production ceases as Chevy in
Ihe Hole and dll of GM becormes an integral 5
ot of the WWwil effart producing miltary frucks,
ines and ather ports for America’s Arsanal of
[mpcracy. After the war @ new engine plant is
Builh on Van Siyke Rd. 1988, GM begins fo outscurce. 75 =
[he writing is on the wall, The ald property in the hole 5
ramsfered to AC Delphi. which hod been spur off from G
ir 1999, Then Closura:
By 2005, alfter 140 years of service, the
vicd foctary is rozed brck by brick. Today
wiEecs and puddlas have token over
{her landscape. Mot even a new bridge
helps, There & nothing et for the
Ihousands ond thousands of people
who worked here, Mothing bt

A |.=1|,..|:||:.|I'H!'I'IQ Iois - no maone lines The 1755] Cheviolat Ballair has: Been & nllr-:i"""
af troffc that lead fo and from the Ihe Mmf F'c-pulm Chevy.ever madel]

lachony. o AW A
A new bridge is built and ot the =

arlionce a small memanial & eracted
thoat cries aut the story of on immeekal
loctory that once owned this spat and
of the thousands and thousands

it preople who called the ploce
"Fiorme, "

aut look, Dad!l! From the
bricige you can sea all the waoy to
derwritown Flint. - It 15 1941, the last year for cars fo be bullt, “Down ln’rhE-:H-..Ir.*.
i -~ years tanks rolled off the line but, |:|HE-r 1hE- war, Chevroleijpraduction]
~ C. SNYDER | W ==aisimovedtothe brand new ‘n"ﬂﬂ"'iln'plf_"'PIt:lm just parts E||'Id
= Srarabuitiinthes hnIFr )
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“Boomtopmn~
General Motors builds 5000 houses

The yearis 1918 While her husband is at wark at the Buick plont,
his little wife dresses up. She puts on her best hat and her gloves, She
sets out to walk some ten miles across lown. In har purse i o down
payment on a house - $100,

The woman is one of thousands whao line up to be part of the
biggest house butding project the world had ever seen, GM's Madam
Hausing Comporation is putting up five thousand houses for their
workers. The houses are goirg up in Flint's Civic Park and Chewiolet
Park (krown today os Mot Pork].

Thie Sittle lady chiches her purse ond picks out he
house. She sits on the porch waiting for the real estate
agen! to come by tosign herup. At lost her own
home, A homie to raise her family. A home they would
live In il ey die.
i It s 1910 and Flint i$a Baorm Town.
e il Everyday thousands of people arive
1, looking for work in the burgeaning
autornobile indusiry. Almost overnighl
ey FINT'S population goes
o from 13,000 1o ?1,59%.
Tant cities spring up
arcund the plants.
The city fathers are
frantic.

They pul together an arganization of Flint business men to create
the "Crac Building Association.™ They buy 400 acres outside the city
and begin buitding hauses, They build ond sall all of 132 houses when
Waorld Woar | brecks out, Consfruction & stopped.

When the war k over, GM is the one who steps up ond infroduces
o new company - "Modem Housing Corporation.” The plan: Build
five thousand single fomily hames, The houses will be built on good
sige lots, There are 29 styles fo choose from for $3.500 1o 38,500, Most
popular s the 35,000 range fwo story house, Down ooyments are os
lovwe @5 $100. There will be parks, playgrounds, schools, sewers, lawns
and treas. It & o gald nushil

rMadarn Housing is the lorgest house building company anyvone
hod ever seen. The projact & o fract of thousands of acres
composad of the old Stockdale form ond o tract of the Durant
Family Farm in the northwest comer of Flint, Boundaries are Dupont
Streat fo the east, Brownell fo the west, Third Avenue 1o the Sauth
ond Darfmouth 1o the north,

The Mal Park Meighborhood was platted as part of Modarn
Howsing Corporation aAddifion Mo, 1 and 4. There were restrictions - all
housing must be single fomily with a garage. The only business covld
e o doctor or dentish who maintained an office in theair home,

There weara other restrictions such as no intoxicating liquoars ar hatbit
forming drugs o be bartered or sold on the premises, o livesfock.
MO CEstpools of privies, Also, the rule of red-lining was prochced

Red-lining & the discniminagfive practos used by bonks and realtors
to control property sakes. In 1946 Congrass passes The
Fowr Houwsing Act, but red-Ening was still being R
practiced, Itis 1970 when the -
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house at 2472 Molen Drive is bough! by Dr. Samuel hired 4,400 man. They were housed in o camp containing ninety-si

Dismond breaking the red Bne for the first time, bunkhouses, cormnmissaries, sanitofion, an outticle theatre, even a
After two vears fhe Modern housing Corporation barber shop and also a hoord of mosquitoss. )
gets out of the building business and opens the In threre and a holf months 600 houses were tuiit, cver sixteen miles
neighborhood 1o ofher builders - such as Gerhalz, of paved roods, sewage and lighting stations - it was all there., Such
But the historic Maott Park disiict stands out, a wonder to build homes and tuild cars af the same fime, boih were
marked by its rectangulor, diamaond, riangular necessary fo the growth of the auto industry. -
and trapezoid shaped blocks. This porfion of the Butwe con look back with swest mamornes q-r e yecrns IwEnllwed in a
subdivision contains some twa hundred and sichy charmed place. You had to be here to appreciate how this stimubafion
one modest wel-buill homes, repeated in sikteen plan worked, it was our ife. Cwur fime and no ane can aever fake it away.
idenfifiobie forms, You can sill drive by and soy, Daon I shake your head at ‘:-\-'h':,lf wis once ne graat General Motors,
“That's a GM hausal” instead, remember the "Miraclke of 1920" - when GM gave us o world
At the peak of canstruction, Moderr Housing called Mott Park,
- i v ~ C. SNYDER
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have come o buy a new house in Civic Park, one ol GM's Modern Housing Corporalion subdivisions.
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MODERN HOUSING CORPORATION
Subsidiary of General Motors Corporation

Any of our salesmen can be reached at the Modern Housing Corporation Sales

Office at 1445 Chevrolet Ave. Ph 3-1717

TYPE 5020

Built by W.R, Howser

This beoutitul home, a & room English
sarmil burngalow with vesiibule enfronce
and frepizce, hos o living room ocross
the front, A karge kitchen wili buillt o
breakiosl nook; g sinkand: plenty of
cupboard spoce. One bedroom, stoo
and |lovatory downsiors and o full
bazement. Make this an ideal modem
haome. The prce on o S0x100 1 iof with
paving paid is onry 570125 with $925
ddown

MODERN HOUSING CORPORATION

TYPE 2014

Bullt by A_ 5. Johnson

The foundoticn size. of this pretiy
bungalow s 24x34 faat, [t hos five rooms
and - bath with ballt-in ok, A karge
living room has side fights and & fimmed
i gurn wood. Ok floces ares o feoture
throughout, A good See dining. oo
drd kifchan cnd two lorge  bedrooms
complate the home, It hos a fen Block
foundation. Sesl |-beam construciion
and hos a full basement with furnace,
gas heater hot water fank and lgundry
troys, This price includes g 206100 ot with
pavireg poid, ot 53,570 with 2570 down,

MODEPRMN HOUSIMNG CORPORATION

XY
TYPE 1201

Builf- by Anderson and Houglid

sixmooms and both i the Becub vl hene
whizch has a large iving rocm wilh cove
cellings and side lighls. A Side parch
off the living room |5 ancifer delightiul
feature. One lome bedicom, tollel and
[avatory, dining room angd a Elchen
with aomple cupboaord space camplete
the downstairs, and thera argé v large
bedroomes and Balbywilh shower upstairs,
Al baosement & mcdern n every
respech The prica of [his Bedaiiiul horms
on a S0X100 1 ot wilh paxing pald, s
corily B2 700 wth 51,000 Clown

MOMIE RN HOLTSIMG COHLPOTRAT O

[CREDNT TO: GMI Alumni Foundotion's Collection of Indusirial History, Flind, Michigan.)
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£ s500 t‘o $2.000 onaComplete Home
av Y EASY PAYMENTS -FACTORY TO YOU 121

“This ﬂ&@m@ CAMEL
in 30,000 pieces”

General Motors chonged the
hausing firm to allow other builders
—sych as Gerholz - o build houses,
You can find streats filled with the
beautiful Gerholz homes, and did
yvou know you could also arder
a house from the Sears Boebuck

You know the stary of
the growth of the “Vehicle
City" - of how it was overmun
in 1910 by people sesking
work at the auto factoniss.
Between 1910 and 1720
the population of Flint

[he Gladstone SIX ROOMS and BATH

The Creseenir, FIVE ROCRS AN BATH

BN THLY 40
PAVMENTS

52,436

MONTHLY PAYMENTS %535

2,025

skyrocketed from 13,103
people to 91,599 - and they
were still corming.

You've heard how G
created a new firm to build
hauses for ifs workers. Mot
Paork was plotted as part of
Modern Housing Corporatfion
Additions Mo 1 and &. Overall
there were some 29 designs
to choose from. We bring
you three of those cholces
fram on adyvertising brochure
(on page 12). The Modern
Housing Conp, began
buiiding homes - but when
The Deprassion brought
everything to o stop that
included the construction
busingss - it never came
back.

Catalogue? Several wera built
in pMott Park - was it yourse,
Called "Honor Bilt"
podern Homes, they
offered guarantesas, easy
payments and instructions,
in their catalogue. Sears
odverlised savings of
£500 to $2000 with one of
their houses, "No nead
to shop obout in a doren
places. When you purchase
o home from us, you dispose
of the enfire fransaction
in o few minutes.
Onocceplance
of your order we ship
at factory prices all the
ricternial to buikd your
house...." And it all arived
all 20,000 pleces!

= Cotrheiy af Sean Archives, Chicogo i

The Puriten. SEVESN BOOALE AND BATH

$2,504

MONTHLY
PAYMENTS Hu

T Comwiry FIVE JUOMS AND EATH

MONTHLT
PAYMENTS $5{I

HlL614

Favk, bl ey & Aok | 'I"l o1y

13



“U vemembey

6&%% Jtveet”
Earl Brandon

| remamber Garden Straat - it wos
o short sfreet thal ran from west of
Chewrolat Avenue and south of Third
Avenue - now renarmed University
Avenupa, During the lofe 20'5 and 30's,
tha land was open and undevelopad
except tor the huge Hasselhbring
Greenhause. There ware very few
homes on the street. One that will
alweays be remembered, was the
beautiful Hasselbring Home, The family
operated the huge greenhouse and
owned all the land west bebween Tha
oéd Third Avenue and the Flint River.

we neighborhood kids used it for
o softball leld. Also, when tha Great
Depressicn hit Flint, Mr. Hosseibring
permitted Mott Park residents 1o use the

land for vegetable gardens. IF was well THE BEAUTIFUL HASSELBRING H-El'l.}i &

appreciotad - Hramembier Docous Ty was located at 527 Garden Street,
parents were one of thosa who plonted

o gorden, ~ Photos Courtesy of Scharsburg Archives
The land was also used to plant

Victory Gardans during WWIl,
Taday. the Haosselbring Greenhouse and home are all gone

-now in that location, the busy ketterng Student Activily

Building. parking lots and ball feids.
and today there is only one short piece of Gorden Sraet left

with only theee houses located there, You can lind what’s left

of Gorden Strest on the other side of the bridge. near the oid

fira hal off Glenwood 5, I§

THE HASSELBRING FAMILY takes a spin in their
new automobile.

14 Aot Fack Ckvonicdes @ X vehipe it His'r'-




“Build it and they will come” ...
GMI Acquires Garden Street

e Cheviolet factory on one side, hamet on the other side, he

[urant school property
£ Iﬂ'r
/

vepansion of General
fA o institute (G -
My kniown os Ketterng)

ll'.l-r 1_':‘:

Fhe esst-11is 1954 ond .""
x' _.
L] i,

g,

% ne bt fopic. The S
poe naeds fo e .
L ek . i e
wepond, Itisin :_’:II:I!'F.'Ir"'.E.'Ed n T
&l e Ilhll'lg I::II'Id 0 Racea | oA e . -"n._._"_.\,"““'- .
lor sludents to have | R amt e T T
ihlehc programs, J ¥ -
he eyes go to the
ik, 1o o piece of

peoperty that consists of

aboul 35 acres glong

the old Third Avenuea. The

property, colled "The

Hersalbring Gardens”,

Ih cwned by Reinhart

Hessalbnmg whose

Gordens hove beean

SN TSNy Years o8

e base of o huge fiorst

apamation. The property
antains the beautiiul

neighbors that he allowed fo plant vegetable gardens on the proparty.
It worked out. There is enough property for three diomonds and
still nat bother the vegetable gardens. Tl the day he died, Hotselbring
continved to came over and watch the games, After his death in | P62,
thie property posset on
o his sister Morgared
who continues fa rent
the property 1o the

3 | schaal, Im ber will, she

N ‘ B _ L - directs her heirs fa sell

Ty i ey Rk the property o GMI,
L R YN Itis 1943 - the

Building Committes

[ PP RN | | immediotely baging
Fobe planning for the new
property. A Student
Activifies Building.
a new library, o
conference and
clcssraam building.
space for athlefic
fields, tennis cowrts
and more. The plan
madified now that it
is possible to aocquire
the rest of ine property
between Gardan
sStreet and Chevrolet,

This cillows for the

Hisselbring home, as wel THE HUGE HASSELBRING Greenhouse was located on the old Third Ave. stusient Acilvifies

s ifs huge greenhouse.

[hie bsaness is o longer

funchioning, but Hosselbring and his sister Margaret live in the family
herme, Hasselbring has no plons of seling the property,

But Hasselbring & a fiend to the school. He allows students 1o make
vse of the property. He enjoys walking the campus and watching tha
boys play ball on his property. Hasselbding agrees 1o rent porfion of
his roperty to the school, stiputating that it be used anly far athletic
acfivifies, Hosselbring also didn't wan! te make any probiems for all the

Building to be

reposiioned to thea
coaner where it dominates the corner of Chavrolel and University
Avenuas. An award winning architectural building becames the busiest
structure of the campus. Just lecky for our side Reinhort Hasselbing wios
such o big besebadll fan. Garden Straet s gona from this side af (he river.
Thirik of it this way, Hasselbring's gardens and all the neighbors corn
fields were turmned info a ball field and you know what they say - “Build il

ond they will come,”
= . SNYDER

A Fhiwk £ hvesalodes @ Avrhive | |‘-i:'i-:~-"-_'.
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Amevica's “Best Colleges
Kettering University ranks af the top

Theny did it again! Ketlenng University, once known 05 eneral mMotors
Institute, has ogain been highly ranked in "Amerdica’s Bast Colleges”
by LS NMews & World Report. kettering ranks in the Tep Five in two
categaornes and the Top Twenty
cwerallin the United States. it also
is selected in o national listing of
“Programs to Look For” the cnly
Michigon school 1o e honored,

The idea for a “car” college
stewrtacd in 1919, when tha
Indfustricl Fellowship Lecgue of
Flint, led by Albert 3obey, created
night school ocpporfunities for
amployveas of tha Flind factornies,
They met in the oid Copemon
Factanas - wheara Northbank
Centeris foday. By 1724,
grroliment had increosad to aver
&00 for the four-year cooperative
anginesring prograrms.
rManogenal closses were alsa
imiticted under the narme of Flint
Institute of Technology.

Iry 1924, CGenerdl Motors agreed
fo underwrite fhe school and
gxtend servicas to all unils of the
carparation, The school became
kncwn 05 Genaral Motars Inshiube

Gl which wos O pioneerin
cooparativa education, unigua far
ifs Sé& yeaar integral relationskhip with a single corporation.

Plans wara immeadiately drawn up for a new schoal adjocent 1o thea
Chevrolet complex af Third and Chevrolet Avenues, By April of 1927,
the building was availabile for accupancy. Over the years thea building
underwent numercus renovaticons 1o meet the growing needs of the
sohicod, But its begutiful archad frent focode remains a5 o major symibal
of the schaaol.

In 1944 the Board of Regents agread to a five year engineernng
degree program akong with o Business Administrofion curiculum, On

- LD G
NF :*."lt’ -
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BUILT IN 1927, KETTERING'S BEAUTIFUL FRONT ENTRY looks out on the corner
of Chevrolet and University. (formedy Third Ave) Over the years the building
has undergone numerous renovations but its beautiful arched front focade
maintains tself as the major symbol of the school,

August 23, 1944, the first closs of 18 students graduated marking the
e beainning of the University. Duwing the 1950's a degres in Elecirical
Engineering was added. In 1942 the school was tormally accredited by
the Mogth Central Associotion of Colleges.

The 1940 witnessed a greal expansion of the schoagl as the campus
spread fo the south of Thind Avenue. A compus cenler, dormitony,
porking deck and ball fields were added fo the compus. Minodties and
wiarmen wara accepled to the degree programs for the first fime. The
first black student was envolled
in 1943 and the firsh woman in

1945,

The biggest change came
in 1982 whan the school shifted
from GM ownership o become
0 private college under the
GRMIFEMI nome. The school grew
Bt its suc et was imihed 1o
ifs GAl naome which nalonger
meant much sinca the schoal
wias no longer affilioted with
ML N TP7E, the name wos
officially changed to honor
Charles F, “Boss™ Kettering,
founder of the General sofors
Research Laboratores. Kettering
wias o frue supporter of co-op
education,

The campus grew again
I owhen the Connig and Jim Jahn

Eecreation Cenler was erected

in 1995 and four veaors lates, tha

first phase of the compus center

apariments weara built, Then in

2004 the newest renovafion fook

ploce whean fhe ald ACTDelphi
Building next to the Student Center became fhe C.5. Molt Cenfer-a
classroom ond loborotary building.

Future plarns for the highly rated school call for a new Incubotor
building on Bluff Sireet, new fratemity houses on University Avenue
along with other developments befween the Fint River and University
Avenue Alsa, this yaar Kettering hos begun a Pre-Mad Program. In
addition to state-of-the-art loboratory fociities, kettering's cooperative
expenance will give students on advantage for acceptance info
medical schools. ~ DAVID WHITE
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{. IE-"-E’-U VO LE?{: KU A /Bfiﬁlﬁ_ﬂ expansion of ketterng rests on ground contaminants which prohibits

construction at this time. But plans call for the property on the south side
of the river adjacent 1o the bridge to become Rasearch Park.

In 1995, ihanks o a $2 milion Fadsral Transportafion Ald from Reg,
Dale Kildee the cld Chevralat bridge was replocad with a new bridge.
Demolition of the historic old bridge took place in 2006, Orginoal
elements of the bridge - such as the rafing, lighting and origingl bricks

: | TR dad - were used to create a small park near (he anfrance to the badge that
pnee s1o0d, Wik now the ReWING CHEVIOIST NGO L, FoLTds alsa salutes the union, A state historcal marker will socn be ploced in
by Bill Durant in 1911, 1t had become o part of the new General Motors P

by 1915, During the 20's, Fisher Body also bullt foctones there to ~ Credit to the Richard Sarchburg Archives.
(ver The Chevrolel Motar Co,
| e fime thare weare only ihree —
Fuliiges across the Flint River. The ‘;- ”J"f;*"
confracted with Indianapodis
prnear Danlal B, Luten and the
iy Bridge Company of Chicago
Baniild the Chavralet sve. Bridge
pilcric with five others in fhe City.
[t wos known for his reinforced
rerter tied arched bridges which
i polented in 1905,
I 1965, the Chevrolet Ave
fidcloe underwant flood control
miodilications os the US Ammy Corps
ok aver the iver banks. The river
Broiniks on both sides of the river
wio bmed with concrate and
[ [arick sfreat was covered with
sl
Ly 1hea F0's Ganeral Mobors
shiltad auto production o new
o lam plants around the country
wiilis the Delphi Division operated
I site as parts foctores. In 19¥5
£ began o massive demelition
e e site which confinued fill 2004

fullt in 1917 and onginally called the Witcox Bridges - but known 1o us
i Ihe Chevrolat Ave Bridge - camies fraffic over the Fint River betwaean
Jesrcdiale on the sauth and University Ave on the north. The bridge was
Wmanded by a grawing populahion, s well as the busting outomolive
nniness, To the east of the brdge, where the Begole and Fox Lumber

welion all t:ll_{[ [I:II'IE buikding rEI"ﬁEIIl;‘IEd_ MEMORIAL TO THE OLD BRIDGE - built on the west bank near the top of the new Chevrolet Hﬂiﬂgﬂ, sits a ribute to
he one building was transfered fo. w0 wos of the men and women of General Motors. The memorial used lamps and railings from the old bridge
Kol iering University and was mode as memory of the thousands of cars and tanks built there - as well to salute the historic sife of the 1937 Sit

i o Chemistry Lab. The plan for e pown Shike.
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L - n managemant and anginesding. |1 weas a new pragram then,
Jff_)fl'_‘ \gm‘p‘s ESD!NH LIt ‘tkﬁ' RG{E’ This was 17488 ond there were some 18,000 employees af Chevyin

. . . 5 the Hole. We had o blacksmith's shop in Flant 4 and evary apprantices
Die Builld Plant is the Gnl’}" one WDr‘klng would spend two weeks working there. At that time the profession of
baing a blacksmith was a dying caraer: for thal mattar our Blocksmith
wias the lost ane GM ever had. We also had a heat freat facility next
Fo fhee Rbocksmilh shop and this Too weant away,

At that tme, Chevyy wos operating abaut 12 plonts on fhe site.,
Mavbe mare, | can't remamber thaem all. Aryway, that required o kol
af workers, We mode gaos tanks, mufflers, oil pans, grills, puBeys, geor
covars, exhaust mantfolds. engines, van daars and hundreds of other

Cn March 21, 1948461 hired in as a Die Maker Apprantice ol "Chavy
in the Hole," ambarking on a 44 year career with GM. A Die Maker
buikds the dies that moke the hoods, fanders, rool fops, elc, for cars
and trucks, | was hired right cway since | had completed classes in
techanical Technology at Flint Junior College (now Mot Community
College).

My first day | was
takan 1o Flant &, thea
building fhat housed
the apprentice shop,
For the next fwo
weorns | laarnedd how
o operate ol of the
hi-tech machinary;
grinders, lathes,

rrills. et¢. People e : :
heor about “siock” sAINRERRRIEEEN
wiorkers al G [and | ol
there probably weare
sarme) bt trust me
- wie worked very
hoid in evary plant |
ever worked in, | also
worked hwio vears on
the assembly line af
Buick and al the end
of the doy vou were
et

When | wos ot the
Chavy opprentics
shop we began fo
get Gl studeants 1o
our plant - as you
know, Kettering
wiIs once Gl
S hod Just begun
o veniure info
fraining students for

Who can forget those days? Factories on both sides of the river tuming out cars and men heading out for lunch. And remember
Fridoys? Pay day - the wives parked at the top of the bridge, lining up to collect the pay check?
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products: Seven doys o weeks, 10 hours o day was tha noom, mowe much of the die bulld products aver ta the new plant, Today,

Blant 10 which made rocker arms, wis so noisy that you could not thart is the only plant in aparation at Chevy in the Hoke. It i5 the
Wil o the person next to you unless you shouted. | would come home Number One Die Plant in G ond in the werld for building dies, There
Lahusted from the noke. | can't believe that today | hove good is no produchion or assembly in the plant - just Die Build. Right now
b i, Plant 10 oko made engine pulleys where yal had to coat the there are sorma 250 skiled frode emplayees in the plond, with plans fo
i with whiat we calied “honey ail." Bafore you coukd work on the die add abaout 180 more from Pantiac. This is huge for the plant. It is the
Hod to iy to wipe some of It off which woas almost impessible. You only plant still in operation - oll others are gone. | retired with 44 years
ncled up fiithyt effective July 1, 2008,
Alter two years in the Apprentice Shop, the new Cwe Plont on he
oiner of Keasley and Stevenson Streets was openad and | gof fo =~ TIM GILES
i I
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The lactories ore all gone. Weeds taking over and Kettering students are the only ones crossing the street. The white buildings top right
e the new student housing units, The big white building, top left, is the new C. 5. Mol Science Building. Plans are for another Sclence Building

ocross the sireet.
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Jit dopuevs put...
Flint on the map

February 11, 1937 - o day that lives
tarever in the hearts of the United Auto
Workers. It's the day GM recognired
the AW as the bargaining agent for
its membershig. The bittar “5it Down
Sirike™ put Chevy-inthe-Hole on the
upicn mop forevar. On Febuary 1, 1937,
the st downers brood-sided GM with o
diversicnary factic af Plant 2. The plan
wirs to take over Chevrolet Ave s cnecial
Engine Flant 4.

The Wormen's Emergency Brigaode kept
Pofice busy af Plant ® while the strikers
sacurad the wital Plant 4, It wos below
Zerowenther and, police sef up fre hoses
o chase the women oway. They furned
on the water just as a strong wingd came
up and bk e woter bock on the
palice. Needless o say - they called it off,
By nat ime the sinkers hod token over
Plont 4 where cll Chevrolal angings wara
produced. Without engines Chevrolet
opermfions nation wide weare closed, The
long shike was settied, ~ BOB GILES

::H-'iﬂ "lﬂﬂ"‘

IT°"S 1937 - THE STRIKE IS ON. Thousands of people jam together on fop of the hill at Chevrolet and even on

the top of the bullding. ~ Pholo, courtesy of Sloan Museum

A LONG BITTER STRIKE

Thara's anly g handful of them around
- people who lived through thote 44 doys, People who can testify to
wihol oppened 72 veors ago, February 11, 1937 of Fisher Body and
dowr in the hole at Chevrolet, There are some of us who haove foded
marmicnes in the back of cur minds. Several Mot Park residents can
never forget the "“war zone" when the govemar called out the Michigan
Mational Geeard.

Another remembered the army lenls camping on the school ground
on Cadillec's Derby Hill, Another rememibers machine guns set up at the
comer of Chevrolel. It was exciting. It was dangerous, It was ke a movie
b2

It was a devastafing time but the 44 day stike changed warking
conditions at the factaries forever, The first confroct was only 400

words, Dut thal ene page held the solution caolled Lobor-Manogment.
It chonged foreves the methods of solving preblems. I wos o dromatic
evant that Began on December 30, 1934 ot Fsher 1 on South Soginow.

It spread o Chevy-in-the-hole when wodkess locked themiselves in
thea plants and fought for the right to be represented by o Union. Most of
the men did net come out until they marched out of the plants with an
agreament after 44 days, It was meant to be just a sitin, but the strike
turned viclent.

Flint Police aftempted ta storm Fisher 2 with teor gos. The strikers
responded by turning fire-hoses on them. Tha men actually threw car
door hinges and ather makeshift missies. Police drew gunz: and opened
fire, Police also threw tear gas at crowds at the end of Chevralal wha
thress rocks of therm, 1| was a nol, More axciterment when the Sheriff's

20

Motk Pk Chvonides @ o wchins 1 Hizkorg




oo was overfurned and set on fire, 3 A
it wos giter the rot that the Govemnor ordered the . 1
Guard to keep the peace but he did not order the ;
juard to evict the $hikers.
Fourtean strikers ond hwo spectaiors were injured
Ly bullets, Nina police officers were injured. Relafives ,
ined wiorkers from other cities and states joined the | !
nickat fines, Wives and doughters farmed The Women's I i
Ermergency Brigode fo defend the strikers. ’ | "
The agreament was reached and the shikers \
imarched aut of fhe plants with flags, music and a | -
porode to downtown Flint, Workers now hod a voice. \
[he Unlon would moke o difference - a Iving woge, a .
vocation and o pension. = BOB GILES |

'_ :'-h ' i
S— - J

10 KEEP THE PEACE THE GOVERNOR CALLED up the Michigan Nafional Guard, seen here on Chevrolet Ave.
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A peaceful place

Ol Calvavy

Old Calvary ignores the traffic of Balenger Highway - it is o it cut through several blocks to Chatfield 51, In 1951, with many
quiet place. The [kacs ore in bloom, geraniums and pefunias grow new homes being builtin the areq, Fother Mayotte asked for a new
amangst dusty arificial lowers, Bircts sing and flutter in tha huge entrance on Bollenger Hwy 1o e openad for easier occess into the
old frees that have been there since it wos established with the cemetary.
first birical in 1847, Thare is nal much traffic or visitars here since the In the canter of the cemeaterny you will find "Priests Hill" - a large
Diocese opened Mew Calvary on Fushing Road in 1925, Celtic cross that marks the grave of Father Charles DeCeuninck,

But go look for it. “Old Calvary." Hint's original Catholic burial founder of 5t. Michael's who died in 1849. Also the graves of Msrg.
place, s siill open for ceremonies. Crive in ond toke in this fimal Walter Mehm, pastor at 5t. John Vianney far many years, Rav. Dennis
rasting place of some of FAint's pioneer Catholic famibes - familiss Mulchoy, Magrs. Earl Sherdan, Henry Mayotte, Timothy Murphy and
who immigrated from farcreay elond, Canada, France, aly, the Fother Raymond Dukette, the dean of Black Priests in America, who
Slavie nations, Germany and the Middie East, In this historic place died In 1980.
you might find the graves of some of your relafives along with Because of its antiquity, Old Calvary s considerad an Histonc
pacple such as James Hurdey {Hurkey Medical Center| and Frank Landmark - once nestled peacefully on the quiet banks of the Fint
J. Manley. directer-of Aint's Community Schools and don't riss River, the cemeatery is now sumounded by the City of Hint and Fin
the monuments 1o the Daly family - the firs! Mol Park satiiers whao Township with its heovy hospital traffic, stares and gaos stafions.
donated the property fo the Church in the 1840°s, But take an escape - turn into the driva. go down the quiet

The six acres cre two and hall miles from downtown Flint. streais where stately oaks whisperof doys gone by os they plead for
Ornginaclly. the enfrance fo the cemetery was off Flushing Road. "_ respect for those who resl_ben%quh this hollowead grournd,
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Caluany ~
An Historic Church

Lyman George Langson saw & need
i 0 chusch i whot wos then colled
Choviolet Park” with ifs 390 homes. The
Joc wers 1920 when o faw members
gon meefing In an old cafetero
wnied by Chevrolet Molar Company
il Third Ave, and Chevrolet, Aboul
I} people oftended with Rev. Horface
faallinson presidinid.
hea meeting was held in this buillding
for o year betore moving into a small
Lutcher shop ot the comer of loliet
ancd Pemy Streets owned Dy Maodern
i nig Corporofion, Mow In charge
i Rew, Malinsen who purchased
ihe sl pasonage ot #50 Cheavrolet for
f4 500, A year later they bought a iot ol
b corngr of Woodbridge and Bogley
Shivets for $3,600 and that's where the
e hirch was built, On October, 1923 the
Blshaop dedicated the new church which
wnjoyad a revenue of $1,300. Four years
lalor fe church Budget was up o 556,500,
The church just kept growing and
py June 1954, when Walter Saxman
wirn pastar, the: church underweant an
s lnsive building program ot a cost of
4145000, But they weren't done yet
not by a long shol. By October 19746 the

churech had bought aond took down a total
ol fen houses as a huge milion dollor rebwilding program,
which Included the beautiful new sanctuary, socicl hall,
kitchen, nusany, kindergarten ond parking o8,

Calvary sow the arival of Eev. Domaine snogran
and his family In-June, 1968, He confinued fo overses
and conlinue the growth of the church for 23 years, The
present pastar, Rev. Roy McGee. amived in Mott Park in

fure ol 2004,

Pastor Ray & Sharon
McGee

CALVARY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
“Part of the Mott Park Neighborhood™

Creer B5 yaors ogo d few warkers
al the Chevrolet Plont. not far from the
mott Pork neighborhaod found that they
wara in nead of spirtual care, fellowship
and growth, Out of this was formed a
group that met in the cofeteria of the
factony which saon grew to become the
Calvary Methodist Church.

Fom fthese humble beginnings
a church grew that continues foday fo
reet bath the neads of the membership
o5 wall as the needs of the communiby.
While the “rools" of Calvary' smembearship
confinues fo be with Mol Park, the
membership alke Includes many from
the surounding communifies, making a
wonderful mix of pecple to cane for one
anothar while they share God's love to
others within he city of Fint,

During the past few years,
Calvary UME has found itseff involved in
the migsion of offering to help repair or
“mokeover” homes for residents within
fhe areas. Our hope and drearn is that
by doing this. we are offering help and
hope to those thot we mee!, In dalng sa,
we also find oursetves "back at ourroots”
of frying to find ways to maat the needs
for spiritual carg, fellowship and growth
... The vary things that caused a group of
people 1o begin meeting fogether over
85 yaars ago.

In thase fimes of challenge and difficulty,

Calvary UMC along with its Mott Pork reots continues to
ba o shining example fo people everywhere of whal
it means to be a community and neighborneod. Our
proyear s that the Mottt Park Nelghborhood Assaociation
will continue to be a significant part of the vitality and
hope for the future of our city and that Calvary UMC will
continue to be a part of it

= PASTOR RAY McGEE

ot Tk Ekvesindies © & vekive |...-|'|is:c'r1!
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3t John Dianney
Catholic Cluveh
Starring Clark Gable...

Itwos December 14, 1740 when the
Cathohs Dacese of Lansing purchased
tha city block at the junction of Chevrolet
and Bagley and Blair streets from General
Motars Housing Corporation, MNine days
kater the church bought the house at 423
Weller Straat Tor use as g reclory, Baptisrms
and confessions ook place af fhe rectary,
Weddings and funerls af 51 Michoel!’s,
The house on Weller 55 stlll faces Mot Park
playground and B known as the "Fillar
House™

Bishop loseph Albars decreed the
mew pansh of 51, John Vianney wiould
encompass the temtory nodh of the Flint
River ond west of Dupont «including
porficons of the existing 3. Maotthew and 5t
sichoel parshes,

In those days, it cost 25 cents for adulis
and 10 cents for children togo to the
movies, And at ihis fime - Febnsarny 2. 1941
- the Della Theatre ot Welch Blvd. and
Dupont freet was showing fhe blockbusier
mowie “Boom Town”, sfaming Clark Gable,
spenser Trecey, Clovdeite Colbert and

Hedy Lamarr. But that same marning the first mass for 51, John Viagnnay

wers Beldd in the same Dalla Thaolka,

Frank Geary worked at Cheav, Manulacturing, he alsd ushered
Masses which weare held al dam.. 11 am., and 12 p.m, The chureh
altar was left on stage behind tha movia screen. but Father Willicrm
Flanogan., the first pastor, brought everything ele in his cor, Around

3T, JOHN VIANNEY CATHOLIC CHURCH opened it's doors for the first time March 21, 1742,

Therewere some children who hid in the theatre o avaid paying
odmission.

The Architectural firm of Donaldscn & Meier from Detroit designed
and constructed the parsh house, aswell as the fwo-level church,
108" lorg by 437 Teet wide. The ground-breaking was held August 15,
1941 ond the corner stone waos ploced on Movernber 2, 1241, The first
Caotholic mass expressed was on Maorch 21, 1742,

noon, they started the popcom and the small wafted inte the thealra,
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THE DONOVAN-MAYOTTE
SCHOOL THRIVES

Located rght on the: border of the Mol Park
neighborhaad, 5t John Viannay Catholic School
apened its doors on Seplember 23, 1948 to 505
students in Kindergorien to Bth grode. The school
was bullt under the direction of Monsignar Henry
mMayotte, tha postor of 5t John Vianney Parsh. It
wirs staffed by seven Siters of 5. Joseph and three
Loy tecchers.

In Septemiber 1951, twenhy-nine students enrclled
in the High School. By the fime the new building was
complete in February 1955, there were 219 students
in grades ninth thru hweltth, Enroliment peoked al
L2181 19462,

With tha cpening of Powers Catholic High School,
the 59 seniors in the Class of 1970 wera the lost
groduating class from 3k John Vianney, But the
alermeritary schaol - now nomed Donovan-Mayotte
Cathalic School - confinues o sarve kindergarten to
Bih grode.

THE BIG DAY
Trvst {Holy

- One of the biggest days in the life of Cotholic children. You will never forget fhe while
dresses and vaie for the little bride's of Christ, and a while prayer book with a white
rasary. The boys looked greaf in new dark blue pants, white shirts with a white fie. Then
lining up foenter the church while parents snopped picliures and the crgan played “Cn
The Day Oh Beauliful Mather.” The sclemn march into church i a scene etched inslona
to Catholic familles everywhere,

| PROCESSIONS OF COMMUNICANTS gather on the lawn of
fhe church, a lest fradition.
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’J_“[_«E_,\g_ called if. ..
"The Mott Park Swing”

By Doug Mintline, Sports Editor
(o5 pubiished m e Flinf Jownal 1954]

'l otways rememizer the summer of 1939
wiven | think-obout Freddie Lawson.

My family hod just moved to Fint from
Traverse City. Qur house on Thomas Street
wias onfy a four ron from Mottt Park Golf
Coursa

Mot Pork was a natural setup for my
Droiner, Bob and me. We were kids ond we
Ekedd golf, Freddie liked kids, 50 we spent a
kot of fime with hm on the coursa, There were
rmary kids arcund Molt in 1932, Freddis used
to ket us play withoul paying if we promised
not to get in the way of the grown-ups, We
wEad fo pick up battles and shag balls to
rricke It kegal.

But it waosn't the playing for nothing |
rermember. Bather if was the way Freddia
miade sure we learned whal he caad, "Tha
dAott Pork Swing.™

“If wou'll be down fhere by the banch al
2 o'clock ond keep quiat vou will learn hiow
to hit a golf ball," he said many, many fimes.
Then he'd return o the practice fes in frani
of the bench with a grown-up paying pupil.

A half on howr later, Lowson would relecse
his pupil and turm fo us ond ask. “there now
boys, did you leam anythings™”

| krowe now that he was feaching us.
Cnce when | was hooking the ball and fold
Freddie and then he devoled a good fime
of the next lesson (with the poying pugdl) on
how to keep from hooking.

in the next 15 vears | was privileged 1o get
o know Freddie beiter, Each yeaor | become
mara aware of how many litle things Freddie
did to help golfl and golters. But my fondest
ramcny of him will abseays be that summer in
1939 when | leamed the "Mott Park Swing."

MOTT FOR GOVERNOR

The ottt Park Goll Course
was named in honor of
Fint PhilanthropsEtl Charlas
Shewort Mol whio ran
far Govemaor an tha
Eepubhcan hcket in 1920,

JUME 20, 1925 - THE FIRST BALL AT MOTT PARK GOLF COURSE

This photo catches for all time Golf Pro Fred Lawson hiffing the first boll an
Ihe naw Mol Park Golf Course near what he called “the shock” Don' you
love thase knickers and striped socksl! Lawson oved The gome and passed
o hig legocy to howsand: and thowsands of iocal goliars. Retiing in 1953
aftar 29 yvears as Golf Pro ot Mot Pork and Swartz Creek, his mony fans who
oppreciolted the man who did so moch o develop Hind golf, presentad
Frad and his wile Bathy with o mp fo the Bhitsh Open being held thot veaor
in Cornoustie,. Scotlond. For Lawson, if was "going borms in shia™. Ha hod
learned the gome from his father in dhat “holy land " for goders. Dne of the
good auys - Fred Lonsson died o yeor loler,

The namative [ight] wos
dh port of his campaign.  fy

Charles S, Mott

for Governor
o Mg ior o Fling: Business Miin sl liibserind Esecationg sorvod bl tesowoiss avas oo pediical delis

Beparhlican Primarics
Apgast XF 1920

Oom June L 18T5, in Mewark, N | Orstuanng ol Sicveos’ Instinee of Bstinecomy, Bodwdien, S 10 THET
Cannner™s Mok U155 Yankee, LLSN. ealisiod ma w Mow Bl Stane Milioe s searss enliskéad i hirmg
il Spviaisli-Addedico i, Jolasd Weslmi-foll Comgiiaiy, VRN msale Cosesal WMosager o ile conmspany,
1507 raarmiea] —hses Tven maphiers. sl o son; elecked Mopur of Bl 1902, 10N B 101 ES comnnissnel
Bajor LE 5. Srmey. in charge of motor prodaceecd; Teirein dission, Wirlil W 1

Beiweal fhun sctive manipeneol Wisdon-Moll companiy, BILL giving ape 325 1086 0 vear b in ieset whaole
i iy oy 'k.lIH|'\-|| AT |'n"\.q_||'|'|| Epiliraryal h.lllll'r'-\. Wik vice LT T Nl lnEsin i a|.1|.|-1'.1'\;\-|r.;-1|1
direcio General Moo Corpeorition

Proepresdve m busine s pmd poditieys irained exeowtiveg wed oo laeen aligirs ped phe ccommmical handag of
brsrvess; rises | lindsacin coss s €37 10 hosrs: inioresid i o A whi o smade an Bisea seccess
il Tk oo il prelilic Gy,
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623 St. Clair St. e By Earl Brandon
Remembevxing his neighboys

EARL (aclzo called Bill) BRANDOMN, 93, now
lives in Flushing. A cancer survivor, he
Iz an oclive volunteer for the Mclaren
Cancer Institute.

| was ten veors old when the
Brandon family became the first
family in the new section of Mot
Park, 11 wias 1926 and my parents
Williom orsd Emima came to Rint
from Tannessesa, Owr uncle's family
folliowed the next day. They bought
419 5t Clair. Then the Blankenship farmily
followed of 2008 Third Ave. My Dad hired
into Chevy-in-the-hole. He retired at 65 andg
paossed oway 0 yeaor ofer,

All aver the nelghborhood we could tee construchon of new houses
Beainrung fo be completed ond families maving im - the Rlers, Leukens,
Coe, Rosebush, Turnbulls, Hollendahils, Maely, Mills, Whites, Davis and
Platts were all on 3t Cloir Sfreet,

Around the comer, the G'Heilll's, Sarks, Fahilman's, Riles, Collins weara
on Third Avanue, The influx of families were pouring onto Dickinson,
Frank and Nolen, Monteith, Cartier, Dougherty and Dupant.

Also on the other side of the "gulley" as it was called then, the tennis
cours were being bullt near Themas Sk, Morquatte and Waller Streatls,
I'was forfunate to peddle the Defroit NEWS and the Detrail TIMES in this
growing subdivision and | formed a ot of fiemdships, some of which shill
axlst, | mat a ginl who lived on Thomas Street - Betly Steffen. We met on
the tennis courts and we married in 1940. We will be celebrating aur
481th Anniversary this yaar, We hove three children spreod oround the
country. There were many other maricages of Mott Parkers.

| mentioned the Blankanship family of Third Avenue - thot home is
still ooccupied by Helen Biankenship, o member of the onfginal family.
(Frobably the only resident that con moke that claim.) All of us who
gres up in that areq were lecky enough fo have summers sporfz [tennis
and golf] ond in tha winter, the hilk of the Galf Course ware ovailobis
for stedding.

Shortly after we moved inta Mott Park, GMI was built, It has really
expanded snce thern, The ofiginal building s of the corner of Third

-g

EARL on the =

of 617 St. cm
with his sister Ethel and
brother Bob. - citco 1920s.
Earl made the sfilts from
scrap lumber left by the
carpeniers.

- _._M_

Ave ond Chevratet, The ofher Dusingss from that hirme penod was o
gas stafion, cleaners, barber shop and a grocery store east of the gas
stedion,

Gl now called Kettering, the Student Activity Building sits where
such ploces as the Bety Jane Cafe (o bar] and Freeman's Drug store

both popubkorhong-outs for siudents and teachers alike. Batty Jane's
wiixs in the old bank that closed duning the Deprassion,

Long forgotten is the fact that Gl had football ond boskeiball
tecarms. The Deprassion caused abandonment of varsity teams. They
hod a cross town fvalny with Fint Junior College [now Mot Commonity
College). | was the Ball Boy and Water Boy lor these feams thot were
coached by "Had" Kinley,

Longlalaw Jr, High was also built during the Mot Park construction
pencd. And most of fhe Mottt Park students oftended that school. Also
rone of us can forgat a popular hamburger shop (and later on beer
zpot] locoted on Chevrobat near Loengiellow. | graduated from Flint
Central in 1934, | warked al Fsher Body 2 far 37 years,

Before Mottt Park, there was Chevrolet Park which consisted of
Dupont, Joliet, Cadillac, Bagley and Parry which was buill a few years
price fo Mott Pork. | rememiber the names of the onginal Mot Parkers -
Bob, Pete and Mary Blankenship: John, Bmer-Uoyd, David and Morion
Coon; Bl smith; Don Rennie; Ed and Duane Faulman; Dick Ponsetto;
Ray Elliott; Beverdy and Lamry Stedman; the Bickerts: Hendersons:
saunders, Walters, Browns; Homis: Petersons; Connereys; Lytiles; Thorpes;
Barnetts; Wanzels; Bshops: Maradiths: Schutzas and Sodbemys,
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2008 West Third Avenue e By Helen Blankenship
‘| have lived in Mottt Favk for 59 yeavrs..”

nove ived in Mott Park for 5% years,
[ | 549 | rmcrried Pete Blonkenship who
gl at 2008 West Third Avenue. It wos
Ihis house he grew Up inand lived in
[l Fls ceainin 19946, We raised seven
hilclren there on Third Avenue, Thay
il iendad $t. Jahn Vionney school
ind live graduated from Powers High

Foal.

| wos Heden Beottie when |

raduated from Nursing schiool in

A5, My [uture husband waos serving

i Englond and France as d Corporal
i1 e United Stafes Army, We were
icimied in 1949 and moved into

b family house to toke care of his
vidowed mcther,

His parents, Groce ond Alverass Blankenship, purchased the house
[ Mot Park for $6.000 In 1924 from Modern Housing Cormporation, They

vare abla to keep it during the Graat Depression By paying as fiitle
o1 45 a month, Pate finally was able to pay off the house just months
bafore we were mamied in 1749,
His father worked in the Tool Crib ot Cheviclet until he was side lined
w1 stroke. It was said that it took three men to reploce him, His fother
clied In 1942, And Pale, who hod taken off work 1o take care of ks
Iathar, row joined the Arrmy,

His rcther had been instrumental in gatting him into the
apprenticeship program at Cheviolet. She tolked o the General
superntendant aboul Pate. He rode his blcycla from Central High
Lrhool fo Chevy in the Hote for the interview. He was 17 years old when
le begon his opprenticeship ond oo became the sole suppaort of
he family making $18 o week, He also had o sister Mary Yirginks and
younger brofher Bob,

Alter the war, he starfed back in the die opprenticeship program
ol Chavrolet whare he worked for 45 yveors. He wos only 18 whan he
started at the shop and always remembered being stopped by the
police from going fo work during the Sit Down Strike,

During his teen years Pete played hockey and one year was named
all City Goalie. He atways followed fhe game and was so proud whan

Helen and Pete Blankenship

aur son Bill was named captain of the
Powens Hockey team i *73. Our children
are scatterad in seven states, Only Ginny
is settled in Dovison, working as a nurse for
Mckoren Harme Care. Mory Groce lives in
Chicago, Betsy in Aorida, Ann in Wyoming.
Bill in Massachusetts, Peter in Washinglon
stofe and Motthew in Virginia.

It's gresat ta hear the stories Pete’s fiends
tell about all the skating at the park, golfing
everyday and sledding on the hill wheare our

.1"

kids did the same thing, We loved the woods  Pete with his sister Mary
acrass tha sireet whers we watcheo 1ha Virginia and younger
“Wictory Gardens” growing during the war brother Bob.

with the big “Hasselonng
Chimmey™
overooking it all. Then
il weas sad to watch
tnem take it down to
buiid the GMI darms,

| rermermoer
hearing Pete talk
about cutting
the grass at the
Haosselbaing Graen
House, Qiwner, M.
Hassalbring would
throw cway pes of
flowers, cnd fhe kids
wioulkd pick them up
and taks them home.
| recall the huge lina
of lilae bushes that
started on Third Ave and went to Garden Streel - & whole block. It was
becutifisl. The lilacs aond Gorden Street are all gone now,

Even though | weas not raised in Moft Park, | have loved living here
and have met many good fiends. There's no place else 'd rather live
tham here.

The Blankenship home on
2008 West Third Avenue,
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2008 Cartier e By Maxine Smith Cooke

Meet my mother ~ She's 105

When we first maoved ta Carliar Streal |
wiols too young fo play cutside an
the dirt straet, | can reamamioer
the horse drown milk wogon
and the milk baing put on the
parch. The gorbage man
wolld go e the backyard
- camy fhe garboge to o
freck on e road, emply
it and fhen cany it bock 1o
the bockyard, = That was 80
weors agol
I <1 fever vears the rood
wios paved and iots of
neighbars moved in. We
could rofler skote and play
hop scotch, Alks we could
ride our bicycles up and
down Ihe streatl. | wos lucky
to hove a girl neighbor my own age 5o | didn't have to play alone,

Whan | started school at Duront 3chogl on Third Avenue (IF's now
Durant Tuur Motl) and Kettering was Gl - General Motors Institute, il
weis only one small building. Instead of walking down Cartier 1o Dupont
and then Third Ave to go to schood, | used to cut across GhI's big hetd.
Somatimas it was weedy ond muddy ond in the winter tha snow wos
up to our knees but that didn’t bother us. On the Chevrolet side of GMI
wias a larga hill we could skde down from the lop to almost where we
wialked to schood,

There wasn't much traffic on Carfier and Dickenson 50 wa could ride
our bikes all over the neighbarhoad. | remernber one fime | was frying 1o
shiow off to some GMI students - there weren’t any girs going to school
then - just all boys, Amyway, | pedalled up the street toward fhem
withaut halding the hondles. | hit a big stone. lost contral and fell off my
bikel They ran over 1o help me get bock on - | sure got their attention
didn’t 11

When we got tired of playing, we would sneak around fo the back
vords and pick chemies ond apples off the neighbor's trees and have a
party.

MOTT PARK'S OLDEST neighbor -
Loreta Smith at her 102nd birthday.

When my mother and | went downtown, we would take the Third
Avanue trolley aond ride for 10 cents, The end of the line waos of
Chevrolet and Dupont, The frolley would just go back on tha same
tracks it came on only going backwards, Other than that we waolked
everywhere wea wanted to go.

| walked to Longfellow Schoaol all the time foo, but by the fime | went
to Central High School, transportation was a lof batter with cars and
buses. When | went o work gt Chevy in the Hole, sometimes | tock o
taxi to wark and It cost 25 cents to go from Caortier to the Chewy. Al that
tirne Mott Park was just tennis courts. | lived there for 21 years when | gol
married sixly vears ago, then | moved owoy,

My mother Loreta Smith is 103 and still has her house on Cartier, The
house is still in good condition. The walls are all plaster not dry wall and
we have no frouble with anything inside. She isin o nursing home night
now but hopes to go back to Carfier 5t

Of course the cherry trees and the apple frees are gone ond 50 are
a majority of our nedghbors. GMI s now Kettering. ItHills ug the whole
fiald we used to cut through [and gins ane now going to GMI) - but iy
memarnias shll linger there and go baock to o smgler life at one fime.

LITTLE MAXINE sits in o wagon in the front yard before paved streets.
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908 Fremont Street e By Isobel Graves

AL beautiful place to vaise ouv childven. ..

We are Earle and kobel Graves who live at 908 Fremont Sreet in
pall Park. We moved into our brand new house in November 1947,
wea had the opporunity fowatch it being built by Gerholz Realty, We
rmoved from a tiny house on Knapp Avenue off Counna Rd to this new
subdivision. It was a dirt rood ond @ lumpy ungraded cloy yard that was
1 challenge to furn into grass.

we have four children. Kenny was three years ald, Mory fourtesan
menihs. and Jimmy a manth old when we moved into owr home. Cofhy
our youngest came along seven years kater. The families cround us were
voung couples with small children, we knew everyone. Sorme greof
wwighbors were the Tulpans, Saxons. Calfmeyers, Hutchesons, VerwWeasts,
Prizstons, Turners, Foxwarthys, and Eufingers. Dr, Tuenar still lives in Moft
feark. clown on Molen Dive.

when we moved here we didn™ own o cor. We'd walk down fo
ithe comer of Barley $1. and Chevralet, to catch fhe bus thal went
deswritawn, Our children found 1t very convenient to ride the bus to
Central High School. Itwas also great to have Knob Hill grocery stome
nearby. The town houses and apariments on Crchard Lone hodn't
been buit yvet, and since we ved sa naar to that empty field, It was
very handy and we could run across to the stare, Wea also shopped ot
several stores at the comer of Rushing and Chevralet, There was a drug

tere, Charm Beouty Shop. Shuirman’s Hardware, Mckay's grocery,

Ruttercup Bokery and a shoe repair shop.

b

ISOBEL AND EARL
GRAVES watched their
Gerholz house being
built in Mott Park 62
years ago.

FOUR CHILDREN make
up the Graves family
- Kenny, Mary, Jimmy
and baby Cathy.
(circa, 1954)

in the winter fima we would make a skating rink in our backyard.
Wi buill the snow up around the edges and flooded the yard with the
haose thot we houl up and down the boserment stairs each night so it
wouldn'l freeze. The rnk was a very popular spot for all the children
in the neighborhaod. A fiiend of the family who grew up with our kids
visitad us cnd remarked that the most fun she hiod a child was Aght here
im our backyord

Living here In Mott Park for 62 years has given us 5o many happy
memories. It has bean o beoutiful ploce fo rase ouwr children, and we're
hopey 1o be still iving hers.

ot Bk Ehveniies O A cehive ], Ademeriey
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o AMOMNG THE BEAUTIFUL HOMES in Mott Park is 423 Weller where th
423 WE‘“E‘F STFEET B’}f" SUSGH ATHGUld wonderful columns from the hh::ric library n:lisﬂmlnnte ThLu;c;i:E_ "

They call it the
“Pillary House"

Hare we were, newlyweds, searching for cur fisst home. |
wias born in Pennsyivania and my husband grew up in Fint, We
wiare botiy unfamilicr with free Mot Park area.

Anwea tumed tha comear, thare B was, alovely while
hiouse with four beautiful white pillors on the fronf porch. My
husband, who s an histadan, leamad thatl tha pilkars ware from
the historc Carnegie Public Librany that was built in 1905 on o
hill in downtoen Fint, Whsn we found oul this amazing history,
wie were sold! We knew we had to hove this house

The: historic Comega Library hod bean forn down in 1958 1o
make way for a new public liorory in the Coflege and Cuffural
area, The pillars were saved and plaoced on the front porch.

It is excifing to have a piece of history in our front yard. They
have brought many conversalions with people who have
lived in Flint all their lives and remember the old Carnegie Library,

We hiove found out since wa moved here that ot one fime the

house served as a Cathalic Rectary until the new church wos THE FOUR
built for 51, Jahn Vianney. Pravious owners of the house were PILLARS from
Duncan and Mary Ann the historic
Tremaing, Gearge and *T:ﬂ'"'-‘ﬁl'-‘
Judy Makranyi | 1994-1999), Library were
Benjomin and Frandces predorved
Redokop |1999-2006) and in 1958 as
wa moved into the house part of the
in 2006 home of
Duncan and
Mary Ann
Tremaoine
ALL THAT WAS PRESERVED who
from the glorious Camegie purchosed
Library were the four the pillars for
pillars. There's no record to 525 o piece
date os fo whot happened and a box of donuts for the crew. Moving the 2-ton pillars some
to the other gems five miles was a major job. The Tramaines had to bulld a new
- such as the dome or porch undergirded with special concrete pilings fo support the
the pediments. columns, The roof alse had to be extended.
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2115 Cartier Street e By Carmie Sleva

“| mas bovm in Mottt Tavk”

| have lived in Motl Park my whole iife
- | wedas brarn In 1930 in my parents howss
cit 2115 Cartiern. My parents were Vincent
and Avrora DeAgostine who bought their
house in the 20's, My father came fo
Amerca fo moke his fortune in 1907 - he
wis 15 years old. He warked in Mew York
ir vorlous jobs and even served in the
LS Arrmy during WwLL Then he seffled in
pARERgan,
In 1925 ha went back home o

Italy to marmy my mather, He had written

home o find o bride and actually fell

iry love with the piciure of my mathear.

Her famity did not want her fo go to

Armesica. They ived in the small town

of Colle Sonnifa [near Naples). He was

a1, she wos 19, Thvee months later thay
wera moarfed ond kving in America,
Thiy bought thewr first houss on Carier
s i Mott Pork oround 1927, My dod owned and operated
i1is it business, “Bite Way Shoe Rebuiiders” on Detroit Streel aoross
frizm the Durant Hotal,

He bought one of the first homes bullt on Cartier. They had four
hilciren, Ihree of us - including me. wera barn right af home on Cartier,
wias Born in 19300 | rememiber walking 1o schaool, first Durant, ven

Longfellow and then | graduated from 21 Michoel's, My brother Torm
wienl ta GMI. Youngest brother Gene started and graduated from 5t
John Vignnay Schood, My six children all walked ta school there too.

Our family was one of the charter members of 3t John Viannay ond

Al are porishionars. | have wonderful memanias of growing up in Matt
Pork. We ved in the best place - we knew ol cur neighbors and made
wonder ful fiends. There was everything 1o do - in the winter we skated
and skedded on the golf course hills, We walked on the frails along the
fivier, played ball ond other games in the park. | even took tap dancing
cirnd hod recital on a stage in the park.

We andured the Depression, World War || and the Sit-Down Strike

My dad was o great shoe maker and worked hard of his shap - all
af us did, including my mother, Then ha was literally forced to sell his

3 ABY CARMIE on the

pnlth at 2115 Cortier st

building whan
a real estate
COMmpany
wanted 1o
Bl anather
lwtl=]
cownibonw .
He wis the
last ane o
sefl oul,

Ir 1950,
| rmamad
Shewve Slavo
crndd we
rrcvad into
o housa
on Flushing
Raad. Our family grew 1a six
childran and we maoved fo a
bigger hiouse an Molen Drive. Cur
chiddren were happy playing in
mMott Pork, We hod threa girs and
thrae boys: Bor (Witsen), Debbis
[Michalson]. Mary Lou [Olds).
Stewve, Torm and Mike.

In 1980, my parents sold he
house on Carfier because i
wias too big for therm and they
bBought the howse right next daor
o us on Molen Drive, IHwas easy
and we werg able to help them,
My dod lived fill he was 74, My
mather stoyed in the howse vl
she becama il and moved info
our house, | took care of her il
the day sha ciad at 100, | still

E MIDDLE, he

bro
aken in o oo, 'h-arnndm*ﬂ;
gh € subdivigjgn, m':“"”'lutfrul.rep.gd :

AURORA and VINCENT on the

rmiss hier ornd my hustcond Steve
who passed away neardly the side of the house on Carfier in
same fime. the 40's,

ekt Bk Chouidis @ Aovekiue |1, Mesacvies
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2429 Norbert Street e By Betty Stewart
“It mas f_ﬁjc:-c.-ﬁl to live neay the pavk”

Bath, our yourngest dauvghter was twao months old when we movedd
to Mottt Park.ond Donna our cldest davghter was three - thot was fifty
veors ago. Both girks walked fo school ot Longfeliow ana they cama
home far lunch evary altemaan, Thadr lunch hour swas an hour and half,

As ¢ parent | loved hoving the girls come home in the middle of the
day, We would have lunch tegether - generally peanut butter and jelly
and a cup of Campbell's tomato soup. Both girls went to Longfelow til
10th grade when they transfered over to Central High Schoal,

Both girls were in the Girl Scout froops that met in schaal ar genarally
at one of the neighbor's homes. The froops mainly consisted of
neighbor children,

It was 50 good 1o ve naar the park: When the grls were young there
wias a person hired by the city to supervise and plan gamaeas, ips and
excursions. One of my girls could care less about it. But the other one
could hardly wait unfil it wos time to go o the pork and play. Then
come horma 1o adl lunch and ron back to the park. Being near the pork
wias waonderful, Often they would take their badminton sat to the park
ond st it ug there instead of our yand.

Norbert Street was o great place to ive bacause there were children
of all ages and thay seemed to all get along well. The girls always

| BETH AND DOMNMA STEWART play In front of their house on Morbert 5t

SOMEOFTHE &
neighborhood
children gather
for a picture.

had someona fo play with, And while the children played, the yaung
mothers would get together and they became good fends.

A coupla of people in the next block got permission 1o black off the
street ond we had a neighborhood street party. That was great fun,
Sometimas on hoidays the neighbors would hove o potluck, That was o
fun experence and helped us gat fo know our neighlbors betrer,

Several winters were really snowy and school was cancelled. The
neighbors got out to helpad shovel out driveways and clean up the
wilks. Everyone was helping and to this day my girs talk about that. It i
only fair to say that living in Maott Park those years were good. Everyone
wotched cut for their neighbors and everyone was fiendly. | remember
how people would watch oul for eoch ofhers kkids. If someone was i
ar maybe a death in the family, we would go door 1o doar and collect
donations for flowers.

| rernember the fruit ond vegetable fruck and all the wamen would
come out and buy fram ki, | remember home delivery of milk and
great ice he'd give us, IFwas round with a hale - you could put yaur
finger through it and than suck on the ice.

| remember going outside and you alwoys hod semaona 1o Doy
with, We could stay oul 1l the street lights come on, We all walked fo
school and back. There was a man on Tharmes Streat that had o water
fountain we could all get a drink from it.

| remember people helping each athier during the big snow storm
and hiow dad hod towalk home fromowork. And | olso remember tha
airt across the sireet wha hod a YW Bug and we all picked it up and
micvad it so tha snow plow could come down the streat,

et Bk ooy @ Aechiee [0 AMewmoyie



729 Cadillac St. e By Jim Butler, Flushmg resident

S HYep up on }Zf)&fbg +HLill. .

| 'was bom April 14, 1923 in the north end of Flint. | remember when |
wicts just 4 years old and my mother fook me on a long streel car ricie froam
fishop Ave. ta Third Ave. We got off at Cadillae Street and wolked north fo
729, The house was just being finlshed. It wos one of about live being builf

il that firmea. | remember the bosements baing dug with o feom of horses
pulling o scoop.

| graw up there and remembar that rmy father, Baymond W. Buller
worked ot Chevy, Plant 4. Mot long offer wa maoved, the Depression set in
and thare are no fond memories of it. Nobody in the orea hod o cor and
fncreds wenrt Back to Missour and Arkonsas. Bleck after block of howuses
o Joliet, Monieith ond Carfier wera amiply, | know becouss they becdme
ol playgroued.

| remember going with my Dad fo the Modern Howsing office on
 hevrolet af Flushing Rd. ond asking if he could pay the interest only for
ihicat month. He kepl his Bouseé,
Ceaid only knoess Rioo OUF ORSnTs
kel ihings going in hosa cays. |
wits the baty in the fomily - with
i alder brother Doug and sister
Dby

Eorly memaornies are of FOR
pocomansg president, creating
live CCC, Sockal Sacurity and
o1 gradual recovery from the
Depressicn, Things must hove been
nelting better becawse Chrislmas
of 1935 woas quite an event with
(reat gifts and plenty of lood.

Then came 1937 ond the Sit
Doy Strike with Walter Reuther
icaking oves. My Dod was an
spendsicn and his e wos
thizalenad three different femes.
| remamber the National Guord
camping on the Durant school
rrounds sant across the strest from
ot home, | remember machine guns set up on the camer of Cadillac, Thind
Ave and Chavrolel - scary fimes,

On a ighter note, the Scop Box Derby was held on our street, We lived
right in the middie of “Derby Hill." The ramp was budt ot the comer of
Gilodwin, At first, the race wos really un with cors made from crates and
Boxes with wheels from wagons and baby camoges, Then tha fathers gol
involved and the cars became sophisticated and actually stayed on the

THE BUTLER HOUSE at 72% Cadillac
51 around 1927 shows Jimmy
playing on the porch,

sfreal. | ramember
cars fhying right off
Yrue hill,

Thers wears bwis
cormmercial creas in
our neighborhoad
- ane af the corner
of Jral Ave and
Chevrolet, Ghwas
on the nornhwsast
COrner, 0 Sunoco
station was on the
nartheast cornear
argd o row of stares and a bonk on the scuthwest corner, The oiher areda
was at Flushing Rd. and Chewrolet, Remember Kely's Bakery, Shulsmaon’s
Hardware, o Bar ond best of ail - Babe LaBranches “Wimpy's Hamburgs"”

For us, the Motl Park Golf Course wos just o place 1o go toboggoning or
faling in the Aver or for catching polson ivy, The Dridge ocross he fAver was
made of 50 galion drems with o walk way on top. Every sprng it washed
cwoy ondwe'd have to go find Ik

| remamber the summer Ballenger Pork apenad on the northwest cormar
of Dupont and Pushing Rd. | remember helping to clear out the brush 1o
craale the pork, It wos o place fo play tennis, go skating in the winter to
Frank Sinatra music and meeting o gil when the lights wearaen't shining. 1
wiers rnaostly interested in girls and playing football of 55 Mike's. Toward iy
senior year, | entared the Apprenfice School down in tha hole. | had fo quit
because of that tirme you had to be 18 to be in the program. | was making
such good maoney - 318 ot 40 cents an hour,

Things were going great unfil that Sunday in December 1941. | walked
into Krupps Drug Store ond was told that the Japanese hod bombed Peorl
Harboe We didn’t know wihera Peard Horbor was but we found out and we
olea found aut it wos the end of our Bfe as we knew [, The plants converied
frorm micking cars, to making milltany equipment, And several millon of us
goif 1o sae ports of the world we had naver heard of.

| joined the Navy in 1942 ond served on a group of ldands In the western
Pacific known os the Maronnas. IV was a great Easter Sunday when wa
soiled under the Gelden Gate Bridge ond bock home. Then it was bock
woarking “in the hole", | finished my apprenficeship and began work as o de
raker until 1553 when | becames o tool salesman. | mared o Ceniral grad.
Doawne Word cnd we hove three children.

My parents remained in their house on Cadilac Street until ther deoaths
. iy father in 1945 and rmy mother Dorg in 1974, 1. am sure thot we of the
"Graotes! Generation™ gained our strength and insight from the efforts of
our parenis ond growing up in Amenca in o place callad Mot Park,

JIM.!-LITI,EE AMD WIFE Dawne celebrated i-ﬁ Years
ol marriage.

R et Pk, Choonicies 8 vchive 1. _himinries

35



602 Marquette e By The Gazall Family
Mottt Favk was A pay of life

Cur parents, Robert and Evelyn Gozall, bought their house In Maott

Park in 1954, [t was located on the comer of Marguette and
Altaana Streets. Our parents mode several additions 1o the
howse o the family exponded to sik children,
Growing up in the Mottt Park was like no ather
place. Waking up on hot summer moTnings. wa
heccied fo the park. Duing the summer months,
Kol Park hod “Park Supervison,” They brought
arts and crafts, Hula Hoops. games and all $ans
al activities that kept us busy all day,
mary Gozall remembers leaming and laving
to play “4 Square”, always competing for
the server spot. There abso was the huge sand

box where she could create her own magical L b, ;
costias, n I! =
Brathers Bob L.
and John Gazall —_—m g
| ramember riding

Lacal architect Robert Gozall
and his wife Evelyn raised six
little Gazalls In thel home in Mot
Park. Both hove since passed
away.

| making it down the hill without
| wiping out. They loved playing

their bikes down " Dead
R Hill" and the thill of

boseball at the diamond and Irying
te hit a baseball over the hemp

N | which diviced the baseboll figld rom

the playground. They remamber

| hiking on the troils and running
| through the fuennel and yeling just 1o
| hear their echoes.

John remembers the doy whan
the “rocket” came to the park and
what a biast it was climbing 1o the
top. Bob always climbad around the

} top of the rocket - hanging on for

dear ife.

Foberta remamibieds bike
riding with her friands through the
neighborhood up and down the
strests, Whils Rosamary ramembars
how 50 many large familias made

Mott Pork o special neighborhood fo live in.

Kothleen enjoved playing nide-and-go-seek untd Gark
and ploying kick ball in the street. She recalls he Dealis
from the ice crecm boy's ot as e pushed it down the
street and ol the kids running outside fo get o popsicha,

We all remamber the honking of the harn of the il

rraan’'s Bus and heoding out fothe siraet to
seed what fresh fruit he hod for the aay.

We remember plaving tether ball fos
hours and bearning how rt;'::- oy
i fenmis, Crassamg

You the swinging
KNEW bridge at the golf
IT WAS COUME WIS lwonys

Christmas @0 Gcvaniune,
swiving back and

when farth an thea old
Dad put  idqe thinking we
the lights e waould fal

on the big inlo the river. We
alsa knocked on

free in the :
font vaid of aur friends dﬂqm
bk and yeled their
our house. names to come

oul and ploy.
For a spacial reat, ourMother would

let us go on our bikes to the golf course club house
whare Darethy would maoke us the best hamburgars ever. Mom would
ket ws walk to Kncb Hill Markef or Wood Bridge Morket or we'd go to
Bovwernican s Drug store.

Durirg the schoal year we walked 1o school and what o big decision
it wos fo either cut through or walk arsund the park.

Winters were spent sledding af the golf course, building snow forts
and ice skafing. It was never foo cold or fao snowy to go outand
ploy. We enjoved ice skofing so much thal aur Dad braved the cold
temperabure ond mode us our own ice pend in the bock yard,

We remermber how our parents wauld plle all six of us in the stafion
wagon ond head throuvgh the streats todook at the Christrnas ights. Cur
neighbors knew the haliday season was upon us when our Dod it vp
thia big free outside with lights. |1 was a magical fime.

Thers wos Gerh, the milkman and Andy, the mailiman who knew all
our names and gave us candy, He listened fo the Tiger games a5 he
delivered the mail,

We made fifelong friends and throwghout the years we connech wilh
each other. Everyone knew adach other and everyone looked out for
ecch ofher It was g parfect place o live and raise g family
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2484 Nolen Drive e By Amy Lindman

6‘.:"-::)&&3{!4.3 up in Mottt Favk

FOREVER FRIENDS - front. Kim Leonard, back row:
Amy Lindman, Jackie Berade and Kathy O'Rowrke.

Mhie year waos 1943, the vedar JFK was
cssassinated. I was the day, my parents, Thormios
cing sarilyn Lindman, were moving fen children
itz the house thay had just buith on Molen Drive
I rermembear my mather talling us fo goinand
watch the TV. But the only thing on was The
Funeral. it may have been history. but we kids
didn't go forif. We wanted fo explore o new
nzighizorhnood.

We hod lived on Norkeart Streeet and then
Fremont - | wos born on Framont 51, next doar to
Ihe McLogan's, who were my Godparents. My
prarants built our house on the corner of Nolan
Crive and Marguethe with six bedrooms - we
nesded it, Thare was Mark, Cafhy, Jemy, Joan,
lom, Mary, Matt, Army (that's me), Marlyn, Jim
cired Ann. Thot maokes elevan children fotal

At the time | didn't reglize how spacial this
neighborneod wos. | remember walking 1o
Findergarien at Longfelow [51. John Yianney
cdidn't hereg g Eindergarten veth with my fiends
kim Leonard, Susie Cunningham and Jojo Leoni.
I wiis a long way for five year olds, but the

netghbors locked oul
for owr safety. Some
aof the best times of
my life - ploying with my fiends - Kim, Jockie
Berardo (they had 10 kids in her family) and
kathy O'Rourke. To this day the four of us hava
rermrined best fdends. Onby Kathy hos mowved
owiry - but we all still keep in fouch.

what a ploce ta grow up. We lived af Mott
Park. We fook fennis lessons and the Park
sipervisor hod daily activities for us kids, The
Library was on the other side of the river, jush post
the gotf couwrse and over a rickety namow wood
bridge, The bridge was over the Hint River and
Kim and Kathy would hang upside down from
thie cross wires. | would get pretty upset with
them.

We didn't care about playing golf, bult oh did
we have fun on the course. We would sit on a hill
and watch the golters who would hit the ball on
the hill arin the bushies, then we would run Jown
and get the ball. The gaolfer would geat 1o the
spot and ook and ook, We'd hide and kaugh,

We clsa had forfs on the golf course - four |
think. Cne fort was underground and it gof really
wet so we decided to go to the trees. The boys
in the neighborhood also had a tree fort but thay
wiolldn't allow girls in. 5o we built owr owm tree
fert - arve of our forfs was right on the golf cowse
irr front of Kim's house. Later, we builli another
one in front of Kathy's howse: We were getting
alder then and boys were now "allowed.” That's
where we ployed spin fhe bottke for the first time
- bt the boys didn't want to kiss us - Yet, We did
migchigvaus things - ke fnding to smicke o drink
beer. But you had to get home before the sireet
ights came on or there would be consequences
fo pay!

In the winter, Matt Park was fantastic, We
wera [ust across the streef from the siedding
hill, Thera wos also an ice fnk. The club house
ws the meeting place for the fiends. We

DR, THOMAS
LINDMAN
AMND
MARILYHM
Came

fo Mol

Park from

Chicogo.

could even snowmobile on the course

back then, Kim's mother, Mova Lecnard,
had two snowmobiles ardd hier son Boblby
would keep them running for us, It was

to fun. Sometimes Bobby would drive the
snowimobille and pull us on the foboggan,
we'd end up of the club house where o
lady namad Dorathy who ran the clubhouss
wiould make the bast hamburger ever

= winter ond summer,

Corothy would ket us know whan we weana
aut of line. Sometimes she would tell our
parents, Years kafer when | got o job warking
for Dorothy she reminded me about all the
frouble | hod gotten into. We had so many
great people in the neighborhood everyvong
watched cut foreach other, There wos
man named fim Kelly who gave us condy
and on Saturdays - bubble gum. He would
take some af the kids with him to trips to
Hicgara Falls or Grand Caryon, | got Yo go
ocnce and we had such a great fime,

What o great place to grow up. There
woara fhe Guzaks, the Bourguettes, the Dulils
and the MoGovern famifles, Cunningham's,
George's and the Davis', The Peterson
family - who made almost evarything they
hiod - clso had a bunch of kids, We used
Yo go fishing with Pete, mwy sister Maog and
Brother Jim, Dwill absvays remember thot ks,
Petarson, who wes very crafty, made rmy
douvghter's baptismol gown.

Mok Pk Chvowides 8 Avekive 1] Memories
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2110 Cartier Street e By Jackie Berado Hamper
“INe had such an Apesome childhood..”

py nome is Jockie Homper and | grew up an 2110 Cartier Street.

I 'wias the eighth child out of ten born to Bose and Dominic Berada
wha picked out thelr house in Mott Park. | hove o many memaories of
growing up In Mott Pork.

| started schoal ot Saint John Viarnney and i1 waos a wonderful
expenance. Ona of The best things abowt gaing to 31, John's was thal
it was close enough 1o walk there, When | got older | reafized just how
special it was, | would meet my friiends Amy Lindmon, Kim Leondrd and
Kathy O'Rourke of the park and we would all walk o school fogether.
We walked everywhere. One of our favorite things to do was go skaling
af Ballenger Pork. We would have a blast walking there and bock.

We wiald go to Ballenger for what they called 1000 to 100 They haod
bonds ond we would lisfen to musc dand skate il late. Then we would
wiolk horme, that i wihen it was safe for kids 10 be out iofe.

We never evean thought about ouwr safety - it was just a fact. Alo,
another winter actity was sledding
at Molt Park Golf Course, Thot is
one of the best hills in Finl and we
liverdd sox clase, My gifinends Amy
and kim fvaed right across the sfresd
sovwhen we got cold we would go
there towaorm up. We would also
oo to the club house and get hot
chocolate,

Corothy worked there the whole
fime we were growing up and
evan after wa grew up and moved
awoy. My dod golfed thera and
sk would tell himm stories about
what hellion kids we weara. Of
cousa my dod already knew that
We agbso would walk to Burger Chel
an Ballenges Highway and have g
burger and fries for less than bwo
dollars. Underhill’s was just ocross
the street and we would ga ged
candy, Bowmaon dnigs was on
Chevrolet and we would go thara

ROSE AND DOMINIC BERADO
raised ten children In thelr Mot
Park home. The whole family
celebrated thelr 43rd wedding
anniversary. Always together -
Rose died Dec. 28, 2002;
Dominic followed her,

Jan. 30, 2003

for condy and gum too, Boy those wera the good old days. Long gone
farever.

By far the best thing about growing up in Moft Park area is the
friandships that | formed as a child, | am still best iends with Amy,
Kim and kafhy and | believe it & because we had such on owesomea
childheod honging out at the park that glued us together forever,

Ll &

ah: wwmw“-'

4 AL hon

THE BERADO FAMILY added an extension to their house so they could
accommodate fen children - Nan, Jeanette, Thomas, Pafricio, Tony,
Dominic, Paula, Jockie and o set of twins, Malt and Michelle.
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2441 Norbert © By Pat Seals

“["m living in "Feggy Me/Ohivtex's house. ..

by house was bulll in 1928. In the same yedr Herbert Hoover was
lected President. A new cor sold for $495. A loat ol bread waos ¥ cents,
A gallon of milk wos 56 cents |defiverad 1o your house in g horse CIrciwn
buggy and o gallon of gos sel you bock 12 cents. Times sure have
changed
| arn the fifth ownes, having bought this house in the foll of 2003, 1
atired in 2002 and lived in Nebraska for a yeor. | come to Flint one week
in August and looked at fourtean
housas in thres days, This parficubor
house falt good to me so | made an
alter, The offer was accepted and
il hos been an awesome adventure
CEr SINCE,
| have wonderful neighbors wha
iwa token me under their wing ond
nade me feel welcome, Thay have
[Haan my navigator in lecming my
w1y cround e city. Whot restaurants
1 go ta, short cuts to the airpart, he
/el doctor and grocerny stores. | fesl
fikex | howe lived hare faever.
Part of my discovery proceass has
been to learn about tha lady who
mvned this home before me, Har
nama wos Peggy MoWhirter she
iought this house in 1930, It's aimost
ke | knew herbul it teuth | never medl
her, | do know thot she wos a vital
lores in the farmation of the Geneses
ounty Society for Crippled Children
i January of 1944, Peggy and C.35.
rolt developed this arganization
Inlo what later becoama Endwr as
{Fu Easter Seal Society ocated on
Iniversity Drive near the Durant Tuun
hoH- SCchool.
Some of my fovorita things about
Ang here s sitting on the parch in

the summer and listening to children at play. The maple frees lining fhe
street pravide shada In the summer and glorious cotor in fhe fall. What a
wiondrous place to live.,

| also learned thot Peggy coliected tea cups and dells and haod o
temific hat for every suit in her closet. At 97 years young she was stil
driving her own car, Peggy also was an avid gardener. My neightiors Tel
me shie would be pleased with what | have done to her yard.

FEé\;‘F McWHIRTER dedicated her fife
& to dthers. She was involved in many
" ‘volunteer programs, but was known fe
Herwork for 37 years with the Crippled
2n's Society which wastesgmed
sier Seal Society. She passed away
rgust 5, 2002 at the age of w,-w{
ought her home in August of 2003, '
- =
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2307 Monteith Street e By Mary Smith
’Ram&mb&ﬁm@ OUY n&i@hbov&

We moved to Moit Park and bought a four bedroom ouse in Mot
Park in 1262, The houss had baan Bl i 1927, Unknown 1o us there
were three offver houses on our block all purchasad in a sik month span
Wa all became good neighbars and owr childran plaved together.

The interesting thing about this scenario & thot we are all still here. The
chitdran all grew up and make their own lives, but the endships sl
remain - 46 yveors ond we are shll friends. We gl love Mott Park.

Meet the neighbors:

1] My husbond Jim worked ot Consumerns. We hove three children and
liverd of 2307 Montaith,

2] Vera and Dom Whiteside fived at 2302 - they have four children, He
refired from G, Dom recantly passed away, bul Vara still lives thera,

3] The Comells Ived ot 2314 Monfieth. They have four chddren. One
of thair doughters, Jann bought @ houwse next door to her mother.
she manied Tom Alex Tom's father is the Tom Alex who owned soi
Park's Knab Hill Market, Young Tom operates a stare af the Flint
Farmer's Market called “Knob Hill Meats.”

4] Wirginio and Dominick Corada lived amund the comer on Carlier.
They had four girls. Dom worked for the Flint Joumal ond passed
away NNe years agao. Virgina lived here until six yeors ago when she
moved o an oporiment.

Between the four couples were fourteen children who wolked fo
Durant Tuwrl Matl averyday, Al thal time, they weara dissnissad Tor lunch
howe They walked home for lunch, ate and walked bock to-school
to finish their day, Than walk home. Can you imagine kids daing that
todaye

Crar son dirmmy, wios chosen to be the captain of the safety patral,
Their job was to help fhe shedents cross the main sireets such os
Chevrolat and Third Ave. It was an honor and huge responsibiity for
hin.

The kids remember thea ice cream truck slowly roaming the
neignborhood playing it's funes, the vegetable man wha sold fresh fruit
and vagatables, the ice craam sacials in the park, The 1ol kol and the
soary walbks through the brush on the Rill behind fhe plkoyground.

We all shll love our nesghborfood,

A WELL MAINTAINED HOUSE IN MOTT PARK SHOWS IT - the Smiths
landscaping and vinyl siding on the house in 1986 and a rebuilt front
porch with new windows. There's a new front door and last vear
another new roof, —_—

THE SMITH FAMILY - Jim and Mary
with children Debra, Lavrg and
Jimmy in December 1764,

THE BLOCK PARTY - 2001 we got permission to bleck our sireet on
both ends so we could have o pot luck bBlock party. We had music,
story telling, games and just a fun day for about 28 people. Then
again in 2008, we had ancther block party with some of the younger
neighbors joining us. Josh Alex played and sang on his guitar and the
lood was speciacular,
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202 Blair Sfree_’r o E'._y Bard McClanahan
) ike A Novman TRockmpmell TFainting

My first awaoreness of Mott Park was in 19465 when my folks {Manford

ond Darethy] purchased the first and only home they ever owned

BE7 M. Chavralet, In 1945, | was working at Buick and hed moved out
an iy own, | spent a ot of time moving in and out of aporiments. |
would stop over ot mom and dad's and go for a round of golf on the
couwrse. | didn't travel through the neighborhood as the streets were so
confusing.

i June of '48 | marmed Bobbie Conuis and bought a house north of
Pasadena. | also became an apprenfice and moved to Chevy-in-the-
Hole. | fraveled through Mot Park golng to work ond fo visit my folks, |
begon playing mare golf and joined o men’s moming softball league
thet pioyed on the G diomonds on Third Avenue.

Then June of 75' my father passed away and left mom with five
children stil at home, Bobbie and | began spending more fimea al
mom's house helping out, We had two sons, Bic bornin 1965 arnd Jason
in 1972, One begutiful spring day in 1974 we tumed onto Blair 5t. and
Cranville Auker was putting a “fer sale” sign In the yard at 02 Blgir 5t
Wea stopped, looked ond boughf the house.

pictt Park became an integral part of cur lives, Our boyt enrolied
a1t Curant Tuwr Maott, | bagan walking to work. We could walk 16 the
qolf course and so we plaved more offen, even my wife joined a goll
league, We loved walking ar Biking through the neighborhood. We
piayed tennis, baseball in fhe park and an eccasional picnic.

It wias an ldeal place to live. Grondmao. aunts and uncles lived
st blocks awey. Our boys had many friends, There weare swings,
sancbox, and tenns courts, so much fo do. They developead ther cwn
imaginafion and mada g “whiffle ball stadium™ in our front yard, What a
great place ta raise a family - the boys were nearby and safe.

Carming from the north end of Aint, we hod been members of Sacred
Heart Catholic Church. | started school there. | graduated from there in
1943, Babbie and | wera mamed theres in 19467, Both boys were baplized
there, | was heavily invelved in a leadership role. We hod o big decision

it was a traumotic step to change parishes. But we mode the decision
ey become members of 51, John vianney, IV wos o good decision ond
I this cay we are sfill mermbers. The parish, it 5 50 rmuch of our Bves.

At 5t Jobn's | led the teen youth group and became youth minister
at the church, I was a hisge impact on my life. Both boys wera in tha
vauth group which gove us time tageather - it was a nafural fit, Our doys
ware busy in the 1980's: the boys attéended Longlellow Junior High and
laak religion closses of 5t. John's. Than, Northarn and Southwestem

Acodemy.

The vear 1987 and
with it come o ife
chaonging trogedy, On
Juiky 24, Eric, ocur cldest
s0n wios kiled in o car
accident. The affermath
wis 50 fragic, Bobbie
ond | realized that many
of Eic and Joson’s
friends were Raving
cifficulty dealing with
his death, Thay weare
relectont to come 1o .o
house, We spreod the
word thot Bobbie ond |
would be at the “Sireet
Light" [a local gathering
spot on Dougharty| at 11 pm
if onyone wanted to speand
soime finne with us

The result was simply
amating. Between 75 to 100
peopie showed up. Some wanted to hug and share stories, othears just
sfood on the penameter and let the darkness hide their emotion, This
emotional gathering is forever etched inmy mind. When | drive by the
spof it sfill tugs at my heart

Bobble and | talked about the house and all I1he memores it held
fior ws, In spite of all the great fimes we had in our howse, shie Could no
Iznger go upstais to his reom. She wanted to move, That was 1770
- 50 ofter 14 vears of happy and joyous family gatherngs ond great
naighbors, we soid our hame and moved to Fint Township.
| still miss fhe view down tha hill inte the park, | mss walking to work. |
miss cur neighbors and family. | miss all the memornies - good and bod.
Wa still take part in the church and my mother Dorothy MeClanahcn
and my younges! sister live on Chevrolet. | still golf a few fimes a yeor
and drive through my old naighbornood. It is a part of my life that | wil
never forget,

To me Mot Park will ahavoys be a Normon Rockwall painting on the
cover of the Saturday Evening Post,

THE ROLE OF YOUTH MIMISTER af 5.
John Vianney kept Bard and Bobbie
MeClanahan close to their boys.

Mokt Bk Chvonicles @ Kckiug ],  Memovies
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Chevrolet Avenue e By Dorothy McClanahan
“lt was my A7th and last move. .

It wias o big doy for us - August 1945, after 21 vears of mamage
and eight kids we were buying aur firs! home aon Chaviolat Ava.
iy e Mot Park area of Fint, After 23 vearsin the US Alr Force. my

husband Manford “hoc”

MeClanohan retired from the

service. In the service you
move freguentty, We rented
houses, apartments, lived
with friends and relatives, 5o
this was a major milestone - i
weias rmy AR and last mowe,

| rermember a5 we wers
rraving in. a naighbormhood
kid went by and asked. "Hey,
Ity ool any kdss | said,
“You pick the age, |'ve got
one.” And | was expecting
number nine. What o
wonderful place la raisa a
family - any time of the yvear.
The kids played outsice il it
wias dark, | never wormed.

bicst of my kids want (o
=t John Vionney ond we
all atlendad chiurch there,
| om still o member of the
church and | have been the
housskesper at the recfory
for over 40 yaars, My third
daughier works in kKetferng’s
Business Ofice and rmy aldast
son worked "Down in the
Hole."

Qur house is located on the block that is by Chevrolet and
Woodbrdge, Pemy and Joliet. in 1965, Woodbridge Markat, Les Drug
Store accupied the building that faces Jofiet. Another building on that
block was occupied by the Plumbers Union. Woodbridge Market was
cwned by Dee and Lea Rainville, who ived on Pemy Street. They hod
fwo children. They had g small meat counter and they sold Mothar's

bread, packaged in white baags with Blue latters ondib. I was from the
Bolkan Bokery an Dayton 5,

| also remember Les Kinney's drug store because it had a couple
of pool atzles, A lot of the
aldear kids hung out there: |
recall heanng obout o fight
where fhe browlers used the
paol ball for weapons,

The corners of Flushing
and Chevrolet were
accupled by several
bBusinesses, The northeast
corner had a gas station.
The southeast corner hod o
dry cleaner. The norfhrwest
corner also had a small
strip mall and the northwest
corner - it housed Harve's
Cress Shop, Chorm Becuty
Salon and Rube's Bar which
wias-a gothenng ploce for
oo sports Teiims,

Dne day when | was
getting my hair done at the
Chorm Beguty shop. one
of ihe beauly agaratars
fold me her grondfather
halped builld the G houses

THE McCLANAHAN CLAN - top row, Shaun, Chris, Connie, Bard, Bryce. Boliom on Chevrolet Avenus.,
row, Barbora Camarro, Jo Ann McClanahan-Blair, Mom Dorathy, Janet Foster the caid ha tokd her bl
and Renee Abraham.

ot one point, fhe several

bBoulavards noriih of Fushing

FEood were lined with
bathtubs for installation in the houses. That must have been o sight,

When | look around Mottt Park area, I'm reminded of o song - “Those

wire the days my friend, we thought they'd never end. " It appears
they have, As an active member of the Mot Park Association, |invite
all cumrent residents to joln ws fo malntaln the beauty, safety and
community of Mott Park.
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2548 Tyrone Street e By Larry Ford

“NWe lived thyu the mav yeavs..”

The year
weids 1942 when
my parents
barght g home
at 2548 Tyrans
Strest, py
porents owned
and operctad
a wserd furniture
shore o Morth
Saginaw Street.
My porents hod
bedcy Chalciner. My
brobher started
kindergarten
af Longfallow
Elermeniany and
| woas in The first
grade, It was a bit scary for us moving into a new neighborncod. Tyrone

et deod ended into o large field that gove us a ploce to ride our
ik Es.

The war was on and we wanted to do our part - 2o | formed o group
called, “The American Boys' Club," We collected newspapers, fin cons,
and grease from the kitchens in tha neighborhood. It was our way
to hedp fight the enemy. It was a big deal for a bunch of kids in their
preteens.

We used to play war games and dug fox holas. | remember the end
af the war, Downitown Flint filled with hundreds of people celebrofing

homs were blowing, people dancing in the streets, and | asked my
[otfver if | could sitin his car to blow the horh. was o waonderful doy
fhat o nine year old will never forget.

The Mottt Park areg was blessed to have all kinds of aclivities fo do
alter school ared summar. Tha winter brought skafing and hockay or
roler derbay far howrs, I the summien sse kids hod all kinds of speciol
pvents in the poark, basaball, tennis; and picnics. Mottt Golf couse was
st o few blocks away and o lof of kds took golf. | learmed eaely that
f | found o golf ball | coukd sefl it for a nickel. | waos wading in fhie Fard
River looking for golf balls and a local doctor waos standing on the tee,
preparing to hitover the fver. My hunch was right, he hit five balls into
ihe rvar! Ha tossed his godf bag and pull corf indo the fiver, Thare weara
tour of five of us in the dver at the fime, locking for golf balls. Cne of

MY MOTHER in her Moft Park kitchen.

the othar boys
recovenad

the bog ond
clubs, He took
off for the club
house to refurn
the doctor's
clubs, The Dnls
[ESONSE WS
RO, they ara
WOLG now Ades,’
Fromm thot ciony
an | never hod
to competa
against hirm

tar golf balls, :
he took up the s A
gamea. Tha river
w5 O graal
ploca but also a
vary dongarnous
place, A few kids fell into the river ard lost their ives,

Lengfallow School hod twa Boy Scout froops. 458 and 45C. | joined
£5C as soon as | was old enoLgh. We hod o great group of guys, |
wics d patral leoder and we were getting ready for g Jamborae to
e held in Kearsley Pork. My mom helped my potrd! prepare for the
cooking contest. She made us go into the field to find o bunch of
srnall rocks, which we could use as a stuffar in Cornish hens, We boilled
tham in water ploced them in the belly of the hens, then butterad and
seasoned the birds ond wropped them in foil. Once the fire had o nice
bed of hot ashes. we ploced tha chickens inv tha rg and covarad tham
for 45 minutes. Meedless to say. we wion the cantest as the birds were
deficious, | was forfunote to reach the rank of Eaale, along with several
of my fiends before Hurned my attention to other things,

We grew up with the wonderful Mot Foundation Pragram of feotball,
boseball, and boskeiball, Some of us continuad well into high school
but mast of us fumed to working and girls. All in all. our days in the Mot
Park areq were wonderful and rmy folks remained in that house 52 years
of marmage, ond in foct, my father died in his home. We knaw all the
neighbors and loughed with tham and cried with them. It was the good
life and | would not frads it for anyibing.

LARRY OM THE club house moftor scooter.

b ott “Fudy Chorowides & Morchive |4 M Emprita
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2622 Thomas Street e By John Northrup
ge,{:tm@ lost in Mottt Favk

somewhere in fime, | think cbout 1940, some friends wha lived on
Coffside invited mea o come over 1o play Confract Bridge. |
asked for and received directions and successfully arived
at the house.

Al evening s end | confidently left. But it was dark
now and as | ied to redrace my route of endry, |
tumed the wrong way, | had no idea where | was.
| made anether wrong turn. Than another, | weanit
cown this streat and thal strest. | finoly found
iy way ok,

Mot Parkar's ki haw ther sireets weave
ond bob every which way. Fity us poor nan
rasidents wha get losh.

A Few months later, | wos invited bock for
anather round of bridge. The same house.
Yol know the story. Yes. | got lost againt
There was only anea thing for this Buick
accountant to do -in 1984 | bought a
house on 2622 Thomas Street and became
2 Mol Porker, It wos o Gerhclz house and |
WS Ofly e second residant to ive in that
Posse,

In 1974 you elected me as City
Counciman - o job | kept for 26 years,
| am now your represaniative on the
County board, The night Jirmmy Corter wos
elected President, | went fo a big palitical
cetebration, Thot night | met a lady naomead
Lucy Morrissey whao | learned lived just down
e sireat from me on Thormas Streat. Lucy
and | became good Fiends, Al least | had no
chance of getting lost.going home.

Lucy Eome of those peaple wha makes fiends
wharaver she goes, There was one spacial day shea
abhvays remembers when the kids were playing in
the bock vard, They were attermpting to climb over
a picket fence whean one of tha lithe girs caught her

foint in the fence and fell. Lucy realized the child had troken her
anm. sk put har arm on g pillew and drove her home - she
hoppened to ive fght around the comer on Nolen Drive
That's tha day she met her neighbor, Movao

Lecnard [now Denison). It was Nova's littke girl, Kim,
wihe Bad fallen, The two mathers didn't know

each ofther, but Lucy drove them 1o Moloran
Emergency and staved with them fill the orm

waos set. By then, both single mothers and both
fecichers, e accident had brought the two
neighbors fogether maintaining o fiendship
that hias iasked torever,

Then there was the day Lucy and | ware
having dinner at our favorite restourant
- The Pink Garfer on Cha Road. | cskad
Lucy 1o marry me, She was 50 stunned she
dicin't even touch her steak. We weara
mcried Movember 29, 1982, We mowed
infa er house at 2549 Thormes Straal
wihara wa make our homea
Lucy, now a retired schaol
teaches bios five children from her first
mamcage - they are: Mary, Martho,
dann, lim, and Annes, Then add ey three
children - Jenny, Sam and Johndthan, The
kids ara spread all over the couniry which
gives us o chance fo visit them. And life 5
good at 2549 Thomios Street,

John and Lucy Northrup
married Movember 2%, 1982,
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2549 Thomas Street e By Jim Morrissey

tvom Mottt Favk to the Supev Bon!

L= s

Growing up in Mott Park. g

Wall, sorme of mYy favodite
chitdhood memaoneas of Mot Pork
ara sledding al the golf couse
an the big hil, ploying baseball
by 1he clebhouse and fryving to
Rit o hamer owar the feninis Sourd J o
lencea, Playing feotball an the
rough on the second hole of the
aall oL,

what really mode thoss
expenences sospecial were all
the fnends wie had to play with
That contributed to all my fond
mermones ke walking to school
al 51, John Viannay with my
friencls ond then going o Powers
whara | played on the football
team. | groduated in 1281 with o
wcholarship 1o Michigan Stafe. In

1785 D was nomead All Big Ten Lina

7 Boacker, My senics year at mall

Bears, remembers playing football .
on the Mot Park Golf Course. g

Iy first secson with the Beors
wia want 1o the Super Bowl in Mew
Crleans. We were winning ond Cooach Mike Ditko lel the rockie on the
ield at the end of the gome. Hey. | made my first interception in Pro

aolball, | playved with the Bears frormy 1985 1o 1993 ond ane season af
Green 3oy and it wias time 16 retira,

laday | ive in Lincolnshire, IL working at o brokerage firm, My wite
Arry ancd | o four chidren and il vou see o cor diving around Mo
Park with-a Bcense plate that reads. "MA BEAR™ - that’s my moam Lucy
morthinag,

Motk “Favk Chronidey @ X ndlwe | Mlemovies
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955 Perry Street e By Kathy Gallagher

Ve home of a4 Pulitzevr
Prize NDinnex

We moved to our home af
| 955 Pamy Streetin 1955, We
wanted a home close fo
Bill's job ot the Flint Jourmal.
He warked the night shifi
cnd coverad many sparts
evants, We faund the
Iocation net only answerned
cur need, but gove us so
rmuch more,
Bill reploced the porch
[ with an enclosed area Tor
the children fo ploy and
aver sleep on hal sumrmer
nights. Later ha and his
"4 Triend Lewis Kiink bullt an
. addition on the back of the
THE GALLAGHER FAMILY - in front Mike hoyse with o large family
and Joe, bock Jimmy, Mom Eathy and room down and two moee
Mary Catherlne, Taken July 1994, bedroorms up. They also
replaced the garage with
a two car garage,

The school weare close. The kids could even come home for lunch.
Two blocks up Pemy was Bollenger Park with ice skafing in winter and
tennis in the summer ond there was alko the golf couss. In the winfer
we went sledding on the golf couwrse hills. In fhe summer we would Take
our chairs and walk one block over to watch fhe Crim racers go by
and | remember when we used o go vp the Cadilloc hill o waich the
soop Box Derby, The chilgren always ergoyed the recraation we had
avarywhare,

Shores alwoys 20 nearby, thie post office. churches and hospitals. We
were blessed. But most imporfont were the neighbors - so many good
fiends. They were always there for us. The children made so many
ciose nendships that are siill o part of their lives today, There were so
many children in the Mot Park area including five litlhe Gallaghers
- Mike, who now works for Saginow NEWS, Tom (passed away in 1978,
rMary Catherneg, a greamia intensive care nursa at Hurleay, Joa who
lives up north and Jmmy wing ves in Mottt Park,

We couldn't have hoad a better place to live.

By Joe Gallagher

“We had so many cool
aveas to play..”

To a boy prone to locking for adventure
| and excitement under every rock ond behind
| every bush, he sure found it living in Mot
| Pork. We hod so many cool areas fo play. The
: porks were by far the biggest part of my little
| word. I provided the woods for a city kid who
| longed for the counlry

There were tennis caurts, the tunnel and
| the cement stage where we wonderad if
| Grond Funk Radroad ever played there. And in

the winter we wors thase addast snow ponts
*J that swished as you walked fo go siedding.
They kept yau warm and dry But you never
wanted to be seen in them. We got on our
Radic Fiyers - got a good running start to flop
an your cheast and nde down the hill. The best riding was the sowcers -
totally cut of control. no steering and you went really fast,

Remember how the river flooded the golf course every spring?
When it receded thare were podls of watar an the greans wilh carp
stronded in them. Even after the U5, Army Engineers put in o micssive
flood confrol project, the river would still rise every spring, There was
d lot of excitement one year when a kid fell in and drowned. They
replaced the old swinging bridge that used to wash away every spring
- now's there's g permanent bridge and the river never rises anymore,

The most exciting year of my ife was earning my Eagle Badge, Our
Troop &0 met af the Methodist Church who sponscred the froop. We
were over 45 scouts strang. Bock then it was coaol ta ba a Boy Scout,
Whean | left for college the troop was down to 0 dozen. Those days
belare a camp ot |was usabass in school, Aller aur Thursday nighl
meefing a few of us would hang out under the sireet ight of Pemy and
Codillac and we'd talk about life and its exciting possibilities. Oh. fo
have those deep conversations again.

Al arcund us lived families that | Enew all theair nameas. Thesa were
pecple ond these were places fhat made up our community, Good
firmes and bad fimes, I've bad my share and |'ve froveled f seems o
million miles, but in my mind I'm still on that ployground called
ot Pk,

JOE GALLAGHER
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By Bill Gallagher e Written in 1955
Pulitzer Pyize NDinnev

On Labor Day of 1952 Gov, Adlai Stevenson of llingis visited Flint
on a palifical tour of the state, He was campaoigning for the office
of President of the United States. | was assigned by my paper to
cowar this visit af Flint Park,

Gow, Stevenson, teated on the platfarm in the fiest row with

wichigan's Governor G, Mennen Wiliams, was gaing aver his nofes.

Most of the photographers were on the platform. There were local
rews men. Detroit popers, wire-services and several mogaznes
were fraveling with Stevenson.

Most of us were using old 4 x 5 Speed Graphic cameras instead
of comeras with g long lens, so we had to be close for o close-up,
| movad 1o the front of the platform directly in front of Stevensan,
figuring | would be in good position for the close-up.

While kneeling there waiting for him to be infroduced, he hod
His legs crossed which put the sole of his shoe a little below eye
lavel for me. | spotied it, | thaught that here was @ man running tor
President - o wealthy man but he has a hole in his shoe, | thoughi 1
wiould micke a fun picture, A run of the mill pichere,

| st my focus on about sik feet, set the lend opening ond
ramaved the flash gun so as nel to cause him fo uncress his legs. |

almly set the camera on the platform, raised the fiash and fired
ane bulb. The Govemaor casually looked at me and he uncrossed
his legs and went bock to his notes. 3o the one shot wos all | had o
chonce to get,

Back to the office | developed my stull and noticed that my
negafive was almost perfecily exposed and it complalely filled
Ihe 4 % 5 negative with the all important subject matter. | started
making prints and caolled ene of the reporters to wnte ma some
cut fines. | had an idea of getting it in the mail right away with the
Ihought of seling it to mayte Lite Magazine. They would pay 12351

| took it to the post office to mail, The naxt day my boss
suggested that | offer the picture to the wire phatc network. |
didn't want 1o but | did, Then | went home. The next morming fo my
urprise, almost every paper on the stand caried my Stevenson

picture on thea frant page. | could hardly believe it. On May ath, |was
notifled fhat my picturs won a Pulitzer Prize in News Photography. When
it was over | wan about $14600 in prize money. Luck ond fate certainly

dealt me a good hand,

THE FAMOUS HOLE IN THE SHOE
picture stars Adlai Stevenson with
Gov. Mennen Williams on stage af
the political rally in 1952 at Flint Park.

BILL GALLAGHER, a fun loving
rishman, passed away in 1975,
His Pulitzer winning photograph
still hangs in the hall of the

Journal offices.
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2101 Third Avenue e By Mike Sark
Jalk about lucky kiAs

Dur family was all sports lovers - whal else could
viou be wihen your dod is Pefe Sork, the longtime
kocal sparts annowncer for WFDF Rodia. Dod also
wrote sports columns In several newspopers.
I He coverad the spaorts world - the Tigers, the
Lions, the Pistons, Warld Sernies, Super Bowils,
Buick Cpens and the local footboll gomes from
Atwood Stadium - you ngme it he was there.
Knowr 05 one of the bast
sportscasters in the slafe,
hie hios been inducted into
the Creater Fint Areq Sports
Hall of Fome, He passed away
in S04,

ty dad, an only child, was about seven
whany his parants movad to our houss in Mokt
Park, Uncle Bob Collins fived on Monteith 55 In
trease days of no TV o X-toxes, you listenad to
the radio for enfertainment. Uncle Bab told me
winen my dod was a kid he wanted ta listen
o the Norre Dame game. But his dod was a
Michigan fan and wouldn't let him, 5o dad
would sneak over to Uncle Bob's to listen to the
game.

ty dad's family was into tennis. They ployved
an the courts af Mott Park, When "Petey” was
too small to play, ne'd e the ball boy for tha
adults, They'd glve him @ nickle and he'd go
aver fo the golf course to gef ice cream. He
grew up to make the tennis team at Cenfral. My
brothers and | leomed fo play tennis on thosa
SeHne counis,

tAy Mo, Esther Codlins wos bom on Chevrolet
Street, betweean Waoodbridae and Permy, She was
the last of nine children. Bath of my parents went
to Durant Turi Mott, Longfeliow and Fint Central.
My three brothers and | went fo the same schools
as aur porents angd eaven had some of the same

Pete Sark

IT WAS THE &0°'s - and Pete Sark was in Florida

covering spring fraining. He has a good laugh
with Tiger's greal - Mickey Shanley, star Center
Fielder,

tedchers. |Remamber pr. and Mrs. Cates?) The boundaries changead
and we graduated fromy Northerr,

We loved living in Moll Park - whal a greal ploce to grow upl (Though
scame maght say | hoven™t grown up vet). There wers four of us boys
- Peda Jr., David, Mike and Bobby, Thave was always o much fo do
all surnmer - baseball, basketall, gelf, fennis, and exploning down by
the Flint Biver. We would go under the sewsr tunnals {probably not a
good idea). We really hod fun the surmmer GMI was buikding the dorm.
We'd go play down in the construction site-and collact oo bolfies for
deposit money. One fime we got enough money to buy hot dogs and
popand wa hod o cookaut,

I 'was o lucky kid- growing up'in my
Crandmicthar's house - tha same houss thal
my dad hod grown ug in. And | sfill ive there -
o the cormer of Thed Avenue and Dickinsan,
What o great ploce to grow upl Right ocross
the streel ram the saftball dicmaonds ot G
[novw Kettering University]. As a kid we would
cio over and waltch the G Fratemalias
plaving fast pitch softfball.

We playad a lof of tall gameas on those
diomonds. Bock in the &0's baseball was the
spor we kics playved. My cousing, Rick and Bill
Collins, who lived around the comer on Frank
Streat jined in, Our nesghborhood was full
of good baseball players. Two of the best in
the city of Flint - the Pruitt brothears, Ron and
Randy. Ron, akso inducted info the Greater
Fiint Araa Sports Hall of Fame, want on o play
with the Clevelond Indions.

Talk abaut lucky - not only did wea have
fhe Gl diomaonds to ploy on, we hod a gaoll
caursa virtually in our Bock yord, Al The imea
it wos only g ning hole cowrse, we didn't
cara, With the Juniar rate (65 cents for all
day play] my brother Dove and | would ploy
18 halas in the mofning: go harme for lunch
and then back for ancther nine of maybe 18,
And betler yet, | had the Delroit Free Press
poperroute in Mottt Pork so | abways hod some
marey, Lucky kol
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2701 Thomas Street e By Pastor Snogren
Living in the pAvsonage

The Snogren’'s expeananca
sl Mt Park began in
June, 19468 when wa \were
fromsiemad as United
tethodist Clergyman from
Wasl Branch to Fint. The
Flint pasonoge is at 2701
Mhexmnas Sireet, IFwaos o lovely
hose ot for a family of four
livesly, growing sons it wos o
litil= fight, but we adjusted
cindd found Mottt Pork and
wmounding areca delightful,

Ax g committed jogger |
wouldd often leave the house
joaaing my waay through the

eighborhood admirng the
iavely homes with manicured
rrs and ending up al

the gaolf course. What o
great place fo jogt | wos
papecially delighted when
the park installed an esercEs
afh with wooden siations
directing the activity,

It weas great, | shall never REVEREND DORRAIME SHOGREN FAMILY, 1970
forget the day | was running
with my sons who respacinvialy

sound of drums caming from
his bedroom window. His
praclicing paid off. He is now
the principol percussionist in
the Mew York Philharmmonic
W

Of course, what
estobished us in the Mot
Perk araa was Calvary
United Methodist Chirch,

It weciz @ Bacofiful well-kept
neighborhood church, We
ware privieged to be g

part of it for 22 years. During
thical time we expefienced
remarkabie physical groswin.
The doy came when fine
decision was mode fo
expornd the building. This
meant o new Sanctuary and
aducation areaq.

The old sanctuary was
raryvwaled into a siunning
parlor and chaped. The rest of
fhe bwilding was renovated
into office spaces, voulh
cantaer, eic. By now the
church hod addead several

let me lead. Suddenly, one of the boys yelled oul; "Lel’s see who can new people to the full fime staff, One remaorkable thing in the expansion
gat to the corner first,” | increatad my speed only to have my twa aldar program was the purchase of the enfire block of houses surrounding the
song poss me. Regardless how hard | fied, | could not catch up. How church. This was accompiished in g faw weaeks.
humbding. For the first time the “old man" could not cutrun his sons, The ramarkabile aspect of Calvary, however is its spirfual growth and
In the winter aur family enjoyed the hilside of fhe golf course. It was the clear evidence thot God was al work in the lives of our people.
a fun place fo toboggan. | wondes if my back problems did not begin My wile and | hove been away from Mott Park for 18 years, bul
hare? | recall some prefty jaming experences sitting on the bock of the we still praise God for those glorous years of being invohied insuch a
toboggan. spiritunl awakening of the Haly Spirt in such wondearful lellowship.
One of our son's schoolmates lived just a fesw houses from us. We For us, living in the Molt Park area was an ideal ploce fo live, roise o
abways knew when Chils Lamb was homs becaouse of the resounding farmily and experdence a truly spirt-filled church, Thank you Mott Park.
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601 Perry Street e By Don & Mary Ann Bronson

Mottt TFavk is ouv family

W ara relafive newcomers
ta Mot Pork, [We have only lived
hera 27 vears] Whean we moved
Fere rmoast of our neighbors hod
liverd here for many maore yedars
cnd most of tham were the
original buyers aof their houses.

We bought our house on
riarch 24, 1981 fram Chorles
and Judith Houser, They bought
it froim Daisy ond Frank Bosey
r 1974, From the abstrachwe
learned that an “unmamied™
womion named Baatrice H,
spenser bought thie house
rem Modern Holsing in 1926,

A neighbor told us that the
house sat empty for a long time
and never had a roofon ik It
wis deeded back to Modern
Howusing. Movernber 30,1936 In
1942, the house was deaded to Frank and Daisy Borey who lived and
roiised a family there for 43 vears,

We hove hod such great neighbors - one of them told us the story of
their wedding. Hector Seaton, a single man, built his house on Dickinson
Straal, Just 50 happened o gifl namead Doris lived with her parents in the
house behind him. They were mamed Moy 3, 1947, Doris teld us about
P iy Bhese Cldys e straets waran’t poaved and weare o se0 of moed
all spring and fall, Anyways, gl they hod to doowas comy Do’ things
thecugh the bock yard 1o Hector's house. Hechor passed away in 1975
af the age of 90; followed by Doris in 2002 at oge 24,

Al ona ime we were lucky 1o have two gaughbars, g sisterin law and
0 couple of nieces and their fomilies all living in Mottt Park at the some
time. Cur daughler Jan and hushand John Shieglitz bought their house
oround the corneron Carfier from the DeAgosting family wha lived
thara {or moany yadrs, They were wall known and well lked in Mot Pork,
Cwr three grondsons - Doren, Ko, and Micab - all grew up on Cartier,
groduated from Flint Central and went onto college.

DOM AND MARY ANN fake pride in
their yord,

We iove our home ond love Mot Park, We hove fine, helphul
neighbors and everything is 50 convient. We are loaking forsard 1o the
rehirth of downlawn Fint and are sa proud of the grawth of the Fint
Institute af Ars, the Fint Symphony, the colleges, and all the exciting
thirngs to do around Fint,

THE BROMESON'S wera
happy when daughier
Jan and husband John
Stleglitz bought a house
on Carlier 3freet. The
fhree grandsons were
popular around the
nelghborhood - Daren,
Karl and Micah,

THE WHITE BEROMSON HOUSE - 801 Pery Strest - stands out with a blue
frim and blue big “B" on the fronl of thelr house.
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2722 Thomas Street e 2529 Thomas Street e 2554 Nolen Drive e By Bob Giles

Vhvee homes in Mottt TFavk

we purchaosed the fist of our three hormes in Mott Park - 2722 Thomas
51, in 1972, We signed the papers the day before Thanksgiving and
e day the doctor put Kathy on pregnancy leave, We moved in an
December 6th, On Christmas Day we hoad o major leak in the rool
caused by an ice dam on the gutter which coused water from o heavy
rain fo bock up under tha shingles.

Qn February 24 our first chitd was barn, Ryan Patrick. in the middbe
of Aprl we hod a fire in our nesw home. The summer of *75 brought

__-_—_.

very heavy rains which causas a river on Thomas Street, most of which
seamed to un into our basement window

Thot December we maved fo 2529 Thomas 5t We lived there for aver
ning yeors. I 1978 we adopled T4 year old Mory and two yadrs larer
Ernily wias born in June. Thosa wera fun years roising our children. There
was lots of snow for sledding aond we always had a big snow bank in the
front yord fo put o fres in and keep it till spring.

in 1985 we moved again. This fime to 2554 Nolen Driva. Ryan was
going into the 7th grade and Emily started kindergarten. It wos a great
houze to raise o family, lats of room o have parfies and kids
ovarand wea aven had a heafed swimming pool,

mott Park was the very best ploce to raise a family. For
12 of thosa 27 vears we ived in Mot Park, | was presidant
of the Mot Park Assaciation. It took about five hours o
week - but it was worth it The families were very friendly
The mayar's director of neightorhoods fold me that other
people wished thay had an ossociafion fke ouwrs.

The newsletter started owr yvearly aclivities in Moy
announcing whot's happening around the neighbarhood,
The pork clean vp, summer concerts, goll scramile
farmily picrie an the tennis courts with a disc jockey. g
Holloween party and o hay ride. The association also did a
neighborheod crime watch.

We occomplished things over the yaars such os
neighborheod recognition for well kept homes. putting in g
saccer field, stick hockey court and winning a $50,000 grant
fo re-cle e playground.

when our youngest child Emily went off to collage, it left
us in a very large empty howse, I was time fo down size.,

On Memorniol Doy weekend of 1999 we moved Into o town

hiswse in Flushing. Living in Mot Pork and raising our Chikdoen
there was o blessing. We have s many mamaorias and ook
Pieter - | arm shill waorking with the association

BOB AMD KATHY GILES with their Labrador, Zock in front
af thek beautiful home, The iles had three homes in
Mottt Park and their favorife home is this one on Nolen
Drive. (Inside photo) - With their kids, Emily and Ryan.
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2546 Nolen Drive e By Nova Leonard Denison

A un tnevedible F?{:.:M;EL to live

ot Park - what an
incredible ploce fo live
and rase a famiy, [T wos
fike o sl fown wiihin
tha limits of tha city of
Hint. Peopte wolched
aul for each othed
and cored for eoch
othar. can abfest to a
neighborhood of caring
peaple.

Ballenger Park is
within walking distance
and the hill at Mott Golf
Course provided an
area for fedding and
snwrmiobiling in e
winter right in your front yard. Both porks had ice skating ponds. In the
summer - fenns courfs and swings on the ployvground, Everything wios
avaigble ust arcund the corner. Runners, kers, ond golfers enjoyved
the becuty and safety of the neighbarhood all summer long.

The immediote Mot Park neighborhood B o place of well-
rmaintained homes - Tudors, Colonials, wo-stodies, or ranch style.
Everyone knew each oiher ond cored obout each other, What on
areal Colleges. stores, hospitak and churches, it wos all fhere dght in o
front yord

Dur baeautiful house was bulll by the ddodern Housing Corporation,
addifion No.é., Lot 19 in 1729 ot o cost of $10.000, The first ownear was a
ML Traxel In 1935, i Troxel deeded the house to the Baplist Minsiar's
Aid Society, In 1937 the Ministers sald the house to the Kretchmar farmily
wha sold it to Dr. Huffon and his wife in 1943,

The Huftons ived there for 22 years. selling it 1o us in 1945, We raised
aur three children - Bobby, Kim and Michelle in thot wonderful house.
But one day, everyane was gone, the house was oo big forme to
care for, | loved it - but it was foo much. In 1997 | sold the house fo
Theron and Gannios Wigaing wha lall in love with the house, They

THE HOUSE ON NOLEN
DRIVE was Nova [Leonard)
Denison's dream house.
ihe decorated her house in
the 1945 popular avocado
ond gold and there was o
grand piana in the living
room, One thing she wished
she could have laken with
her was this wall - behind
the stairs were marks of the
growth of her children,

hove renovated the howse, returming it to it onginal glory. They have A HAPPY GRADUATION DAY in 1974 for son Bobby Leonard with sister
put thousands of dellars in the hame. They have made it ogain the Kim, Grandma Leonard and sister Michele. A tragic car crash ended
showpiece that it was meant fo be. qu'hy-s lite in 1975
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816 N, Chevrolet Avenue e By Liz Royer Smith
A D uteh Colonial style home

It wias August of 1955 when my parents Hamy and Rosalens Royer
bought the house af 814 N. Chevrolet Ave. Built in 1920 it was a tall brick
fo belt-three bedroom Dutch Coloniaf stvle home

Idaally locoted it was three blocks fo the south of Chevroled
rarnwufactunng, and fhree blocks north of my schoof 3. John Vianney,
and three blocks to the west was wondearful Mot Park,

Whike living on Chavrolet Ave in the 1950% and 1940°s 1 would watch
many of my neighbors who worked at Chevrolet Manutacturing, walk
to wark camying their metal lunch boxes, waaring their steel foed shoes
and short jackets. Ouwr next door neighborn, M. Leo Beed was one of
the original sit dawners. and acrass the streat from us lived Mr. Wilsan,
the lvay siblings and other General Motars workers who moade thair
ivelihocod from Buick ond AC. Spark Plug,

Mext door fo us lived Mr. James Haogle whao, in his 80's at the fime. told
me that he hod bought his home when Chevrolet Ave waos just arutted
dirt road. He alsa falked about when the orginal street car systam was
comstructed along Chevroled ave. It ran down fo Civic Park School and
then tumed around ond wenl bock to downbown Flint

Maott Park just three blocks from my home was a world unto its own.

It hod very pretty houses, and the big park hod swings and sfiides,
tennis courts, the golf course, the sledding off Nalen Drive, and its own
shopping center.

The Moft Park Golf Course wos used many fimes by my Broiher Bon
and my dad who taught Ron how toe golf on this course.

The park was big enough to accommaodate a ginl's softball tearm with
many of the 31, John Vianney girls participating.

Everyone walked fo Molen Drive ond went sledding after schocl in
the winter. The hils were steep ond icy, just the way we wantad them to
ba, Wa all vsed wooden foboggans, of owr metal flving sawvcers,

In high schaool, the night before the 5t John Vianney Homecoming
all the students would fing up in the parking lot at the schaol and all
jain honds and ren single file [snoke donce) down o Moft Pork, We
wiould have o huge bonfire to enkindle school spirit for the up coming
irmportant foctball game.

The mini shopping center located in tMott Pork sat on Jolet 5t
bounded by Woodbridge and Parry 51, If consisted of a grocery store
collad "Woodbridge Marke!” owned and operated by John Yauch,
wils fully stocked grocery store and had a meat counter with the best

all]

HOUSE ON
Chevrolet
Avenue built
in 1920,

hand cuts meats
you could Imagine,
Johnmy was alwoys
there and knew all
his customers by

M.,
Hext in tha
shopping cenfer

wils the confectionary stora, I wos
owned ond operaied by Les Kenny. i
hcidd an old fashioned soda fountain
counter. Next to Les's confechionery
wias the barber shop and around the
caornercn Pemy 3. wos o gas station,

How corwaniant this whola mini
shopping center was to our family. We
could walk to the grocery store, gedt
or confectionery items. fill vp fhe car,
and the men could gat a haircut all within
wialking distance.

EBlé Chewodat is silll sfanding as are all

the other homes built by Modern Housing MY MOTHER AND
Corporgtion on that street. In foct just lost FATHER in our
dining rocm.

veor it hod its onginal; slaote roof reploced
aftar 87 yaars!

Yes, the Moft Pork area had it all.
It gave wonderful fun filled chiddhoods ond subseguently wonderful
mearmories fo many of the children who grew up in s area. May il
ahways be there toennich fubwe generalions.
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2010 Cadillac Street e By Barbara Miron Wall
“l never panted my house to change..”

We maved o our house on Cadillac Street around 19251 when | was
cibaut five years old. Later we moved to a bigger house on Ballenger
Food and row | live in San Franciscs, CA, Growlng up in Find we ived
in a typdcal Genercl Motors house.: IFhod g living reom. dining room, a
kitchen downstairs, Upstairs there wera two bedraoms and one bath, The
bosament was unfinished ond fo me was o breeding ground for crespy
crowlies,

kAo hiad a
standard wringer -
woshing machine
ond Clothes were
dried outside on
the line, except
in the winter or
bod weaiher
they were hung
in tha basarment,
These was alsa a
huge coal Durning
fumace and a coal
bi.":.

At the side door
wis ¢ fin lined milk,
chule - everyone
hod one, Molher
wolld wiite a
nate for whot she
wanfed and ralled
it and put itinan
empty bottle for
the milk ran o pick e The milkman came i a horse driven wagon, the
horses names were Doc ond Dexter, and we gave fhem a carol or aople,
Baing o "city siicker" it was a thrill to see o real harse coming down the
street. When we replaced them with trucks it was never as much fun,

Chr howseswas batween Pamy and Woodbrdge which maode our life
fine Johnny's Market. Johniny was always smifing and friendly. | loved
running ermands for my mother because | could pick out some penny
candy or an ice cream bor - it was 5o fun. But | will never forget the time |
want o the store 1o get some dinner with o 35 bal. That was g lot of money

MY FATHER BOB MIRON washing our Ford Faiflane
S00 in fran! of our house,

back then. But that night
| wos 50 excited o be

goimg to my first big teen
dornce at Ballenger Park,

After picking out the
groceries - | couldn't find
the monay my mother
gave mea, | Faced my
steps fowr or five times.

Mo luck. | firally faced

the muslc and begged
and promised it would
never hoppen ogain. To
teach me a lesson, | wos
not allewead to go to the
dance. | had bought a
new shart outfif, Ohll knew
| wiould nenvear Bove a
social life far the rest of my life again. | rememiber it 1o this doy os i it
were yestanday.

mott Fark ployed sechn a Big part in growang ug, We wani
sledding - | had o flexible flyer and also a fiying soucer. Another
friend brought o toboggan. We'd gl pile on and go down the hill
screaming all the way, We'd come home all red cheeked with
rrittens full of litlle snow Lalls, There was one area wea Wolld go
down on skates - it was called “Suicide Hill.”

Surnmer was fun too - tennis, outdoor cocking. intemational
dance classas. || was tha Matt Foundation leading. How forfunate
wi were to have all of those activities - it was a modal far the whola
country, | couldn't af hod a beiter childhood. | made life long
friends. | always hoped the people wha bought our housa would
hove s much furr as we did. Wa left them good vibes.

When | came bock ta Fling to visit, | went to see my ald house,
The retaining wall in rant of my house seemed so much bigger and
the enclosed porch where we would sleep on hot surmmer nights is
gone, |1I's just a regular parch now. Something in me wonted thot
house to never change. It was such a big part of my childhood and
mv frignds, | didn't appreciate it at-the time how farftunaie | was
grovwineg vp in a histonc GM house,

ST. JOHN WVIANNEY Halloween dance,
L io R - Carol Sonborn, Borbara

Miron Wall (me). ond Liz Royer Smith,
Liz's dress was made from a paper
Halloweean lable clath.
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2536 Tyrone Street e By Janice
& Bernie Smith

(t's still A 4uiet,
Aesivable neighbovhood

Bernie and | were both born in Flint, We've lived in Fint for mast of our
wes and for 50 years in Mot Park at 2534 Tyrone 51, We roised our sons,
Ken and Jim here, We both attended Longfefiow as did our sons, Bernie
and | graduated frarm Flint Northern High 3choal as did our sen Jim, Ken
wicrs “caught™ in boundary changes and groduated from Flint Central,

Barnie and | both have childhood memories of Mott Park. Many of
aur frends lived here in Matt Pork, and we plaved in the paork. | ploved
tennis and wsed fo go fobogganing down the hill In the winter, Barnie
and friends played football on numbar ona fairway in the fall until ey
were asked not 1o play there anymore. In the spring lime the fver would
ovarflow 1t's bonks and flow across the golf course a guarter way up-the
hill fowards Molen Drive. This was fun to swim in entil we would see dead
fish aond other undesirable things fiaating on the surface.

Dwiring the second World War, Victory gordens were planted in Mot
Park where the Gerholz homes are ncw, which were built after the war,
Thomas, Narber!, Altoona, Tyrone, Paducah, Tiffen and Bagley streets
werg deod ended

On the south-aast corner of Flushing ot Chevrole! Ave. there was o
gas station. | recall hearng back in the 1930' on a Sunday aftermoan in
the summer fhe gas station blew up, for an unknawn couse.

We hove enjoyed living in Mot Park, it's still o guiet. desirable
neightorhaod to have raised a family in and enjoy ow retirerment,

Bagley St. e By Donna Gardner
Little mhite bungalon

Ay
wonderful
naighbors
who were like
grandparents
to my family
wera Ela
and Ralph
Tharmes. In
1724 they werg
neEwhieecs
when they
purchosed
thel lite white
brungalow
on Bogley 5,
ir hAoit Park,
Raolph worked
al Cheevy In
the Hole and they moved in frorm Lapeer to be closer to his work, Etfa’s
fathar bullt their garoge for them os o wedding gift. Ralph always
wolked bock and farth 1o work.

Ralph and Etta often fold stories of the black, neighborhood and the
changes throughaut the years. There was a field on the comer o east
af thern, and a hause wos built on it in 1929, A narow gauge rarcod
ran down the street, haullhg ditt from the new bosements and filing the
wethands for a golf course, The railroad ran around o lorge old free thaf
stood in the middle of the dift road. The free was finally Cut down when
tha street was poved,

It seems during the depression of the 1930's several houses on the
block were boorded up. People were lasing thair homes to the banks,
much the sama as today's situation. Ralph soid he called the bonk and
teld them he was having trouble making the $33.00 a month poyment
and they kel him make smaller poyments until the economy act batter,
Thay were able to stay in their house and ralse their son and doughter.

Ralph passed away and several vears loter in 1992 Efla died, Thelr
hairs sold the house fo the second ownar, wha lives there cumrentiy.

m_.:".lu:i'f" Fark Chvoamicles & A veklus ] -__MI'.IH.'"';C!

55




2468 Thomas Street e By Wayne Hatch
“l san that tunnel of tvees and stopped..”

T g snakes down by the riverside, and rding the bike tralls throwgh the pank.

Chris recalis altacking the jungie gym rocketin Matt Park wath s
buddies Matt Tumer and Darrien Knighi: It must nove inspired him
becouse he is still in the air. flying in hecopters for the United Stotes
Coast Guard.

For Joni and myselt, we remember the fiendships we developed with
the neighbars. the block porties and the holkidoy parties that browght
out the “skip & go nude” punch and the New Yeor Eves we spent ol
st John Vianney will abways remain in our heaets. This neighborhood
characterized Fint during the 40's and 70's.

Hord warking people who cared for their neighi-ors and childrar,
thew homas, and Ihe City of Flint - that wias Molt Pork, They called
thess homes “GM” homes; homes built o howse G employess, It's
paradaxical that thess homes shill stand tall today while a majornity of
=i focilifies are gone. On the ather hand, memaories, good memodies
TEMmMain forewver,

We will never forget
Mot Park.

Lne dayin 196%, coming back from a miserable day of galf on
the Mott Park course, | was diving down Thamas Streat and was struck
by fhe beauty of the tunnel fomed by the goelden maple leaves. The
treees stood tall, guarding the wall mainbained hames that ingd the
streat. They wereg different - not the tvpicol cookie cutter homes you
would seg in the new subdivisions sprouting up around Fint, Each hame
reflected it's own pesonality, | thought this would be a beautfiful ploce
1o live and raise a family.

suddeaniy there it was - 2468 Thomas Sireet, And it was for sale. |
hiweried home called the Realtor, pied Joni and the kids in tha carn and
cwoy we went, Twenhy-hwo thousand daollars was a kot of moneyin
1949, but we fightened ouwr bell and we prevailed.

That house belonged to all four of us, In December, we became o
family of five with the birth of Cheistopher. He was baptizad at 5t. labn
wiganney wheare the children all gttended school,

Many memories rermdin with us loday oulside the Deauly of the
reighborhocd, Jon recalls ball games in the park with his buddies John
Yaighan, Danny Wenzeal, Tomimy Van Orden, catching pockats full of

- THE KIDS - Jon (four children) lives in
Chaopin, 3C where he works for Stote Farm,
Michelle - the Calfornla girl works with
the Hondo Corporafion and lives in New
Port Beach. Chris [family of four) is an
officer with the United States Coast Guard
stalioned in Washington, DC,

E HATCH FAMILY - Joon and Wayne are refired
to Murphy, NC and winter in Palm Coast, Florida.
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2302 Monteith Street e By John Whiteside
“Eat byveakfast, then off to the pavk..”

We moved info Mot Park in 1962 when Dwas the oge of
saven, | ived there unfil 1977 when | moved oul on iy own. |
have many fond memorias of the neighborhood. The whole
neighborhood seemed ke my home, Back than everyone knew
everyone ond looked out for sach other.

The park was the center of activities in those days. The cify
provided o “park supervisar” in the summer months. The park
supervisor planned octivities ot the park far all 1o enjoy. Some of
those achivities were 4-square, crafts, chess, checkers, baseball.
softtall garmes or just all around fun with board games. There
wias even o euchre ar pinachle card game being played of
tirmes,

The overage summer day far many of the Mott Park
neightorhood kids consisted of spending the day at the park. 1t
was oUt of bed, eat braakfast, then it was off fo the park, Back
harme for lunch and then bock o the park wnlil dinner time.

many of us wha played baseball down at the diomond on
ihe norh end of the pork kept stat sheets lor home uns ond
supch, The ball digmand now i hardly recognizoble as todoy ' s
kicls care busy with computer or video gomes and the old baoll
diomond goes vnused. Thare akso were fennis courts that weare
secl By miary.

The parks recreation program inciuded lessons on how o
play tennis, golf and other outside sports and activities. Being
autside and enjoying the summer was whot wos great aboul
the old Mott Pork neighborhood. That is now |ost as weeds hove
token over and replacad the 4-square and fennis cownds,

| ako remember spending fime walking the streets in this
wonderful neighbarhood, 50 many of my fiends and | wauld
wialk up and down the sidewalks falking about many things
going on in the ward at the time. The whole neighborhood
spamed like an extensicon of Dur omes.

THE WHITESIDE CHILDREN (Back to front) Don,
John, Larry and Janet posing for a photfo in 1963,
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2314 Monteith Street e By Tom Alex, Jr.
The stovy of Kunob Hill Mavket

Back in 1924 my grandfather, John Alex with his wife Mary decided Charlie's wite and namead it Enob Hill Morket, The store louished on
to open up o family grocery store on Glenwaod Avenus, They lived on Flushing Road, atways remembering Grandad’s philcsophy of businass,
the second floor of the building where they raised five children, John Jr., In 1993, dad clased the store and he and my mother Blanche
Chartes, Cotherine, Ruth and my dad Thomas. All the children grew up bought a home in Mott Pork. | met and maried Jonn Corell who grew

working in the family business.

The philoscphy of his store wos
to treal customaers with respect.
kindness and guality producis.
He was an honast and hord
wiorking man who believed In
farmily cnd Gad. He served his
customens with conned goods,
produce, dairy and meats, He
even made home deliveries to
peapia in the neightborhood and
o the Miller Rood homes. He also
provided chorge accaunts that
wars paid an a monthly basis.
Feople trusted him enough that
they gove him a key fo their
house. He would not only deliver
the grocernes, but he putthe
groceries away in tha cupboard
ar refrigerciar,

In 1937 durrgg tha Sit Down
afrke, John Alex, 5r extended
cradit to many of tha stiikars to
fead their families. When the
strike wios ovar evary man come
te poy what they owed. That wos

back when mean weara man and integrty was o way of life. A hondshaoke

wios all that wos required.

It was now 194 and both my Uncle Charée and my dad Tom were ALEX, Sr. were proud of
called to serve our country. After the war Tem returned o the farmily the Knob Hill Market on
business, but in 1948, Uncle Charlie bowght a building on Flushing Rood Flushing Road that they
and opened his own stare called, "The Mott Park Superstfe,” operated for 35 years,

sadly, Charlie was kiled in g plane crash coming bock from a fishing
and hunfing trip in Conada. In 1958, my dad bought the property from

upr o Montaith Street, Wa are cumantly Bving hwio houses down fram
ST : whera lann grew up.
" CUS Iy In 2008, Jann and | had an
3 - opportunity to bring the Knob Hill
name back to Flint - we reopened
the store at the Flint Farmer's
Morrket, It is our family tradition,
o be able toserve old and new
customers, 5o look for us every
Tuasday, Thursday and Saturday in
our new store - knob Hill Meatfs. We
confinue to serve the same guakiiy
servica my father fawght ma and his
father taught him.

My father Thomas Alex possed
awoy o Aprl 18, 200%. He kved
his whale life in FEnt and cherished
everyday that he could be of
service 1o his customers,

TAKING SOME TIME 1M THE 40's are Tom Alex, Jr. and Tom Abex, SF.

BLANCHE AND THOMAS

A
U
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808 Marguette e By Jerry Light

“Jhe Mott Favk Expevience”

It wias Februorny 1938 whean Spancer
and Ruth Light gove birth to o set of
twins just 16 minutes apart. Before |
was bom, my sister Judy was o,
Back then, they had no ultra sounds,
50 the doctors didn't have o clue that
iy mather wob camying fwins. Our
birth's ook ploce at Hurdey Hospital,
We were living at 624 Margueite Sireat
and when we were a year and holf
old, my father bought a house at 808
Marquette Street, He paid $5.550. 1
sold the home after my dod possed
away in 1988, for $33.000, My father
WS an accounding manager at the
local GMAL office, my mother was a
registered nurse,

I ciddition to my twin sister, | hove
anotiver sister who is 4 yeaors older, We
all aitended Longfellow Juniar High E—
sohioo from kindergarfen through
ninth grade, It was o great time to
be afive, Flint was a vibrant fown
supported by the automabile industny.

In 1755, G celebrated it's 50th anniversary.

Living in Mott Park had many advantages. in the spring. summer and
fall we hod Mottt Park iself which had the greatest swing sets in town,
olong with the longest teeter totters, Also o small amphitheater that
wias used for entertoinment for the reighbaorhood. Plays and acts of all
kinds. Many o fime we would sled into that wall in tha wintar, “ouwch."
Than came the tennis courts and last but not least was the tunne that
goas under the street [Nolen Drive} and onto Mott Park Golf Course, We
Ieved 1o holler and listen 1o the echo of our voices,

I sharted plaving golf at the age of 12 (19530} and could play all
ey with aur juniar cord for 45 cents. We played oll day and some
nights under the moon. In the winter it was sledding and tobogganing
Parents and kicls fram all over Fint would come to the hill - it would be
pocked. Besides sledding. we went o o place we called The Bowd, it
was flooded for ice skating. The Bowl was part of Dougherty and Weller,
at the forthest point Narth in the park. During the winter vacations we'd

e

JERRY LIGHT IN 1947, 11
years old, safely palrol.

spend most of ihe
day skating and
phoying pom-pom. in
the spring saometimes
the Flint Riverwould
averflow andthe
river would be as high as Molen
Drive. It was quite a speciacle.

| wiatched 51 lohn Vianney
school Balng bullt s well os
arholr buildirg the subdivision
just up the hill frorm Marguette
on Goffside Lane, The
expenances whilse growing up
in this orea enrched us forever,
Friendships ore of the fop of the
list. Across the street from our
house wos o finy boulevard,
a free and some shnobs, that
allowed us fo play Hide and
Sevak for hours, What fun we
hicacl, Wer niever spent time in
the house axcept for dinner.
Cgr world was ouldoors, The
neighborhood gave us o senie
of segurity in this close knit group
of families

| wis standing in my driveway
ane night in 1953 when the
Beecher Tormado come through
Coldwater Bood and killed |
beleva 11& people. | never saw
frw sy tum sovellow and the oir
sy Sl an Morguetie Street before.

For activities with our fathers, we joined the Indion Guides, which
wias 0 falher-son arganization simikar o the Boy Scouts. We met an
Friday nights and prior fo our meetings in one of our homes, we would
lister to the Iotest episode of the “Lone Ranger.” 1T didn't get much
beiter than that,

Some of the things | have never forgotten frarm my childhood
is going to Whimpy's for the best hamburgers In town, Scap Box Derby
on Cadilac Street, ond the frolley buses. Do you remembeér at Atweood
Stadium the Thonksgiving Doy footcoll gome batwaen Fint Morthem
and Fint Central? - Would you believe 20,000 people attendad?

These are just o few of the places ond events that will fast the
rmemory and will guorantee a wonderful trip bock in fime

THE TWINS - Jemy and Judy obout
six in this photo taken in the MP
House. Jerry and his wife Sandra
now live in Grand Blanc. Judy Is
marmied fo Pete Loder and lives
in Fint. Both twin's have three
children.
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2436 Nolen Drive e By Ed Harris
) eavining an intevesting lesson of “tay Back..”

| wors four years old when my
parents, Floyd and Claire Harris
built their home In Mot Park. i
wis 1928 and fhe second house
1o be bullt on Malen Drive - we
were opposite of the 1st fairway
of Moft Pork Galf Course. We
were lckyl

There were three tennis courts
down in the valley and we played
often. | went on to play fennis for
Flint Cenfral - as did athers such
as Bob Steffen, Pete Sark and
rmy orother Bob who eventually
played for MU, Bob has possed
cwoy put my sslern, Borbarg, ives
in San Froncisco.

My parents lived in their housea
on Molen Grive the rest of their
lives. They both passed away
when they were 20 vears old.

| graduated from U of M in
1945 with an Engineering degree
and worked for seven years of
Buick. | l=ft to toke o posifion with
o1 parts supplier te the avlomolive
indiusiry and stayved until
retirarment,

I 'will newer forget when MNolen
Drivea wiis just a dirt rood. Then a

FLOYED HARRIS, a 35 year Buick
employes, bullf the second house
on Malen Drive in 1928. He and his
wilie ived in the house for the resi
of their lives, both passing away in
their 70°s,

third house wos built on our block of Molen Drive by George keliogg
ond the road wat paved, Thormas Streat was right behind wus and was

guite bwilt up ot that fime.

There ware kids averywhara in the naighborhood, We wera all close
ond often wolked o school fogether It wasn't o long walk, only obout
15 minutes or so. | remamber the Deprassion and caddying af tha gaolf
course, | made 35 cenfs for nine holes. It was o great thing to hove g
galf course fight in our front vard and tennks cowts at the and ol

cur block,

Bast of all was how much fun we had together, Wa all got along
fogether and we supervised cuselves. We played football and baseball
or the sandial. Thanks o the Mot Foundalion the schoal gym was
ocpened in the evenings so we could play basketall ot night,

| lzarmead an interesting lesson of “Poy Back.” This goes back o Wwii
when ry faother o 35 yeor Buick employes approached Ghdl for helpin
a maiin solulion for heat treating tank englne parts. The school willingly
helped by providing Professor Mckeachie fo assst my dad,

Years later when Gl becoma a privale school, | was nomed fo
thewr Board of Trustees, As a result of this invelverment | lecrmed thot the
sehool needed to improve the rough condifions of the ployving flelds
- ves an of the same fields that we played on when we were kids. It
wids "Poy Back” time. Sy years later, in 2002, my wife and |l werein g
posifion to provide funds to rebuild what is now known as “Harris Fields.”

THE HARRIS CLAN - grew up in Mott Park. Ed lives in northem Michigan,
sister Borbara Monie lives In 5an Froncisco and brother Bob has possed
away.
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By Kevin Snyder
Jhose mweve the AAys. ..

The Mott Pork neighborhood gave us 5o many memories and he atmosphare of growing ug in Maott Park was rare - the schoals,
mendships, We grew up together - we went 1o schaal legether played the friendships created - will be remembered for the rest of our lives,
tegether from grade schocd through eighth grade. | remember it like it Kics today don't have fun like we did. They play computer games and
happened yesterday, Playing baseball and football in tha park with - stay in The house. They will never know the fhrill of ploying block tag,
Tony and Mike Leoni, Bl Davis, Steve Sleva, Enc and Chais Bauer, Chuck hide-n-seek, kick ball, water fights - and winning o championship was
Purdy lo name a few. We would pick teams and go al il without pods best of all. Those were the days....we will never forget!

or helrmets, We ployed tackle. Sometimes we played in Purdy’s yvard - if
wiag ot the end of the road on Malan Drove, Wa
wiuld go anywhere we could find g gome.

By the time we could play in the aighth
grade, we were g TEAM. We were ready| All
those years of neighborhood games would
pay off. We playved in the Knights of Columbus
League for Catholic grade schools and went
undefeoted. winning the frophy. We were
coached by our feacher Sty Camearon whio
went on toanciner leogue and became Q
head Coeeh,

Wehod o poweriul teom ond played 5t
hciry s Tor the chompuenship gamea undey tha
lights of Holy Redeemer Feld. What o thrilling
CrarmeE - wa won 14-12. We only had hwanty
ployers so most of us ployed both offense
and defensa, Our ing includad Bill Davis, John
Linker (whowent on fo play at SMU]. bot
aof the Leani's who plaved af Power's and
went onio play for U of M, with Poul LeVislle,
lim Mymiasburg. Tom Lindman and fitHe Mike
Pougnet, Our bockfield wos led by Tony
Leoni, Steva Sleva, Efc Bawer and me tha

quarterback.

Alrmastall of us went anto play high schoal :
football, Most of the guys went to Powers, but ST. JOHN VIANNEY Junior Varsity Football Team, Stuart Cameron, Coach
| chiose Flint Northern where both my poarents
hod gone to school. Then went o Albion THE CHAMPS OF 1970 - fronf row: L to R - Sfeve Sleva, Bill Davis. Poul LaVielle, Eric Baver. Tom
College, wheare | was on the baseball and Lindman, Larry Parotf. Chris Baver (manager). middie row: L to R - Don Mynesberg (manager)

foatball teams. After college, | went to medical UNENOWN, UNENOWN, UNENOWN. Dirk Hogan, Mike Pougnel. UNKNOWN, Jeff Racine, Coach
schaal al MSU, Mow, | hove a family and sports  Stuarf Cameron. top row: Lio R - Coach. Tony Leoni, Kevin Snyder. Jim Mynesberg, Ken Boyd, Mike
medicine practice in Fushing, Leoni, John Linker, UNKNOWN.,
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2001 Cadillac Street e By Cathy Snyder
“lt mas love At fivst atﬁkt.“

Try it. Shut your eyves, Can you —
e it8 Yourmother's kitchen? There |
an the left side, a big green and
vellow gas range with g couple of
stesl pots coukng on the slove.
Eight next to the range there's the
ice box with a hunk of lce satting
irn-a little doce af the fop, The sink
is on fhe other wall, it hangs from
the will. Painted cuplboards over
the sink, and under the window, d
green fable and chairs,

foly e Bl aur house on
tha north end of the street near
Incusirial Avenue nameaed “Tilden.”
| rermemiber most of the menin our
neighbarhood wolking 1o waork ot
fhe-emerging Buick factary, ihat's

THIS STYLE OF A MOTT PARK HOME was not likely built by GM.
Cadillac Street Is lined with typical GM houses excepl for the corner
Iots. This version of Dutch Colonial is al the comer of Perry and

e

where my father worked oo, Cadillac 5.
It was o nice streef bul we didn™t THE FOUR LITTLE SNYDERS - (top) hunting 1a 2001 Cadilac Street
hove q park, we ployed on a gravel  Jan and Kevin, (lower) Potli and in -‘u"-l:"’; Park, Dick Ehrbiright and
parking lot at the Tiden Hall. twas  Kelth were caught In a chalk his fomity were moving out of
the local entertainment center. The  drawing by Jesse Fowler in state. Prior to Dick Ehrbright and
bl 'was only twio blocks fram our Bowman's Drug Store in 1949, his fexrnity living In this house, the
house, It was an old wood building  They all ottended 5t. John Q' Daa family lived thare for
whene aveny Saturcay night there Vianney. MicINY years,
wiould be a Polish wedding or a It was 1967, The Ehrbrights
party. If you weren't invifed, you ware asking d lotof moneay -
ook front row on the curb and watched the show [TV whot's thatg) $14.000, | walked in the front
and if you were dared by your paers, you'd crash the party and walk off door, Saw the big living room,
with o bottle of orange pop. with grand freploce, and big
I the winter we wolked o bunch of milas to Fomrest Pork o goice dining raam. It was love af
skafing. We ployed gamas under the sfreet lights and listened to Tiger first sight. “we'll take it!" | said.
basaball ond saved bubble gum picturas. On tha 41h of Tuly, if you went "But vou haven't aven sean
up on the roof you could see the top of the fire works ot Aint Park. That's upstors..." "That's ckay, We'll
where | grew up! tetkea: it." REMEMBER those big snow days
wWhan | got mared we bought a small story ond half horme that did | shut my eyes and said, of the 60's? Posing for a picture,
Fove o small pork on the next black, Bul, four kids loter we went house "mAcrm, |'m home” the Snyders - Mom Cathy, with

Palti and Kelth,
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